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Slovenska spolotnost pre zahraniéna politiku (SFPA) bola zaloZzend skupinou diplomatov na ¢ele
s Magdou Vaséaryovou v auguste 1993 ako otvorené nestranicke diskusné férum o medzinarodnych
otdzkach a zahrani¢nej politike Slovenskej republiky. Je najstarsim zahrani¢nopolitickym think tankom
na Slovensku. Jej hlavnym cielom je poskytovat priestor na otvoren vymenu nazorov o zahrani¢nej
politike prostrednictvom seminarov, workshopov, konferencii a publikacii. Pravidelne vydéva stvrfroc-
nik International Issues & Slovak Foreign Policy Affairs, kazdoro¢ne pripravuje Rocenku zahrani¢nej po-
litiky SR. Za 25 rokov svojej existencie publikovala SFPA stovky odbornych textov, stddii, komentarov,
policy paperov ¢i neperiodickych publikacii.

The Slovak Foreign Policy Association [SFPA), founded in August 1993, is an independent, non-partisan
and non-profit organization. Its activities are devoted to contributing fo the integration of the Slovak Re-
public into the community of democratic states and their political and security structures. Through its
programs of meetings, seminars, workshops and publications, the SFPA disseminates objective infor-
mation about international relations from primary sources. SFPA was established by a group of former
ambassadors and foreign policy experts led by Magda Vasaryova. SFPA publishes a scholarly quarterly,
International Issues & Slovak Foreign Policy Affairs, and an annual Yearbook of Slovakia's Foreign
Paolicy. Throughout the years, it has published hundreds of opinions, expert studies, policy briefs,
policy papers and books.
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Za pripravu tejto publikacie vdac¢im predovsetkym slovenskym a kanadskym diplomatom
a viacerym kanadskym Slovakom z réznych sfér zivota, ktori mi pomohli cennymi informa-
ciami a fotografiami vyskladat tito mozaiku. Za poznamky k rukopisu dakujem diplomatom
Johnovi von Kaufmannovi a Jane Svecovej, historikovi M. Markovi Stalarikovi, reverendovi
Dusganovi Tathovi a Vladimirovi Puchalovi, generalnemus riaditelovi Tlacovej agenttry Slo-
venskej republiky (TASR), ktora mi poskytla zo svojej databézy viaceré fotografie. Slavenske;
spolo¢nosti pre zahranitnu politiku (SFPA) vdacéim za vydanie publikécie a kanadskej am-
baséde za finan¢nu podporu tohto projektu.

| am particularly grateful to Slovak and Canadian diplomats and a number of Canadian Slo-
vaks from different spheres of life who helped me with valuable information and photographs
to prepare this mosaic. | appreciate the copy editing of the manuscript by diplomats John
von Kaufmann and Jana Svecova, the histarian M. Mark Stolarik, Reverend Dugan Téth
and Vladimir Puchala, the general director of the Press Agency of the Slovak Republic
(TASR], which also provided me with phaotos from their database. | thank the Slovak Foreign
Policy Association for publishing this book and the Embassy of Canada o Slovakia for the
financial support of this project.
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Heidi Hulan, Ambassador of Canada to the Slovak Republic

As the Ambassador of Canada to Slovakia, it gives me great
pleasure to introduce Pavol Deme$' Canada and Slovakia:
The first 25 years. The author, Pavol Demes, as Slovak Min-
ister of Infernational Relations and Foreign Policy Advisor fo
Slovakia's first President, Michal Kovag, participated in some
of the events captured in its pages. He has managed to
capture the full range of the multi-faceted nature of Canada
and Slovakia's long-standing friendship in all its aspects, in
particular: the renewal of fies during the transition fo democ-
racy and a market-based economy in the 1990's; engage-
ment and support in Slovakia's successful bids fo join NATO
and the EU 1998-2004; collaboration in mulfilateral fora, in
international peace and security, and in economic growth as
allies and likeminded partners since 2004.

Pavol's thorough research, including collecting photographic
records, covers not only the history of political and diploma-
tic relations, but also development and military cooperation,
tfrade and investment relations, public diplomacy, culture,
and the immense conftribufion that successive waves of
Slovak immigration have made to Canada, and that return-
ing Slovak-Canadians have made to Slovakia. | am grateful
to Pavol as well as to former ambassadors of both Slovakia
and Canada who contributed.

In all of these domains, and beyond, the confribution of Slo-
vak-Canadians fo building and strengthening our relations
has been vital. Pavol has captured many of their stories. Pa-
vol has created an important record of our relations that will
be of immense benefit not only for the future but in remind-
ing us all of how broad and deep our relations are today.

Indeed, with the provisional application as of 2017 of the
Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) and the Strategic Partnership Agreement (SPA), as
well as Slovakia's contribution to NATO's enhanced For-
ward Presence in the Baltics from July 2018, Slovakia ranks
among the group of Canada's closest and most-valued allies.
In this year of anniversaries, it is important to recall, and
learn the lessons from, the seventieth anniversary of the
Soviet-backed coup that led to the imposition of forty years
of totalitarian communism, as well as the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia that
crushed Alexander Dubcek's Prague Spring experiment
and led o the deaths or exile of thousands of Slovaks.

We are also pleased fo celebrate happier birthdays: the cen-
tenary of the establishment of Czechoslovakia, the thirfieth
anniversary of the Candle Demonstration that preceded
the Velvet Revolution and the fall of the communist regime
that led tfo freedom and democracy for Slovakia, as well
as the twenty-fifth anniversary of the independence of the
Slovak Republic.

The history of Slovakia demonstrates that the desire of
people to be free and to govern themselves can never be
permanently suppressed. It is a testament to the courage
and determination of the Slovak people that at long last they
achieved freedom, democracy and independence in their
own state. The people of Slovakia can take pride in what
they have achieved in a very short time. | am very proud that
Canada has contributed constructively to Slovakia's suc-
cess. This book fells that story.
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Predslov

Heidi Hulan, velvyslankyna Kanady v Slovenskej republike

Ako velvyslankyria Kanady v Slovenskej republike s potese-
nim predstavujem knihu Pavia Demes$a Kanada a Slovensko:
prvych 25 rokov. Autor Pavol Demes$ sa ako slovensky minis-
ter medzinarodnych vztahov a poradca prvého prezidenta
Michala Kovaca pre zahrani¢nu politiku priamo podielal na
niektorych udalostiach, ktoré tato kniha opisuije. Podarilo sa
mu zachytif mnohotvarny charakter dihoro¢ného priatelstva
medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom, najm& obnovovanie vztahov
pocas prechodu Slovenska na demokraciu a trhové hospo-
darstvo v 90. rokoch minulého storocia, podporu Slovenska
pri vstupe do NATO a EU v rokoch 1998 az 2004 a neskor-
Siu partnerskd spolupracu nasich krajin na multilateralnych
forach, pri udrziavani medzinarodného mieru a bezpecnosti
a podpore hospodarskeho rastu.

Pavlov dokladny vyskum, ktory zahffial aj ziskavanie fotogra-
fickych materialov, pokryva nielen histariu politickych a dip-
lomatickych vztahov, ale aj rozvoj a vojensku spoluprécu,
obchodné a investiéné vztahy, verejnu diplomaciu, kulttru
a obrovsky prinos, ktory jednotlivé viny slovenskych prista-
hovalcov znamenali pre Kanadu a ktory ndsledne zname-
nali vracajlci sa kanadski Slovaci pre Slovensko. Dakujem
Pavlovi aj byvalym velvyslancom Slovenska a Kanady, ktorf
prispeli k realizacii tohto projektu. Vo vsetkych uvedenych
oblastiach zohravali kanadski Slovaci vyznamnua Glohu pri
budovani a posiliovani nasich vztahov. Pavol zachytil mno-
hé ich pribehy.

Vytvoril délezity zaznam o nasich vztahoch, ktory bude vel-
mi uzito€ny nielen pre budlce generacie, ale aj dnes ndm
bude pripominaf, aké Uzke a hlboké s nase vzfahy.

Vdaka prijatiu dohody o strategickom partnerstve (SPA]
a predbeznému uplatfiovaniu Komplexnej hospodarskej
a obchodnej dohody medzi Kanadou a EU (CETA) od roku
2017, ako aj vdaka prinosu Slovenska k posilnenej predsu-
nutej pritomnosti NATO v Pobalti od jula 2018 sa Slovensko
radi medzi najblizsich a najcennejsich spojencov Kanady.

V tomto jubilejnom roku je d6lezité, aby sme si pripome-
nuli 70. vyrocie Sovietmi podporovaného prevratu, kfory
viedol k nastoleniu 40 rokov totalitného komunizmu, a vzali
si z neho ponaucenie a tiez z 50. vyroc¢ia vpadu vojsk Var-
gavskej zmluvy do Ceskoslovenska, ktory rozdrvil Dub&eko-
vu Prazsku jar, priniesol smrt mnohym Slovakom a fisice
vyhnal do exilu.

Nasfastie, si véak m6zeme pripomenut aj veselsie udalosti:
100. vyrogie zaloZenia Ceskoslovenska, 30. vyrotie Svies-
kovej manifestacie, ktoré predchadzala Neznej revolicii ve-
ducej k padu komunistického rezimu a k obnove slobody
a demokracie na Slovensku, ako aj 25. vyrocie nezavislosti
Slovenskej republiky.

Dejiny Slovenska dokazuijd, ze tizbu ludi po slobode a se-
baurceni nikdy nemozno natrvalo potlacif. SU dokladom od-
vahy a odhodlanosti slovenského ludu, ktory napokon dosia-
hol slobodu, demokraciu a nezavislost vo svojom vlastnom
gtate. Slovaci mozu byf hrdi na to, ¢o sa im v takom kréat-
kom tase podarilo dosiahnut. A ja som velmi hrda na to, Zze
Kanada konstruktivne prispela k Uspechu Slovenska. Tato
kniha tento pribeh priblizuje.
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As Chargé d'affaires of Canada in Slovakia, | am very pleased
to intfroduce Pavol Deme$' Canada and Slovakia: The first
25 years to commemorate the 25™ anniversary of diplo-
matic relations between Canada and Slovakia. This book tells
the story of how Canada and Slovakia developed a strong,
close and deep relationship over the first twenty-five years
of Slovakia's independence. It will serve as a valuable his-
torical record for the future. It will also be an important tool
in our ongoing efforts to strengthen our relationship.

Our relations foday are stronger and more developed than
they have ever been. As members of NATO, we are allies in
defending freedom. We have served side by side in peace-
keeping missions around the world. Since July 2018, Cana-
dian and Slovak armed forces are serving together again,
this time in Latvia to deter potential threats o our security.
We greatly appreciate Slovakia's contribution to the NATO
enhanced Forward Presence in the Baltics and the oppor-
tunity to work together to defend our common security and
shared values.

Our deep economic relations include growing trade as well
as investment in each other's countries. Since Septem-
ber 2017, we are all benefitting from the removal of fariffs
on 98% percent of fariff lines under the Canada-EU Com-
prehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA). This
means lower costs for businesses, lower prices and more
choice for consumers, and good jobs for people in both
countries. CETA is also a progressive frade agreement: it
safeguards workers' rights and the environment, protects
consumers and public services, and preserves the right
of governments to regulate in the public interest. Slovakia
played an important role in securing adoption of CETA by the
EU during its presidency of the Council in 2018, for which
we are deeply grateful.

We are likeminded partners working together to address
shared global challenges from human rights to the envi-
ronment within the framework of intfernational law in multi-
lateral fora in which Slovakia is increasingly playing a lead-
ership role, including the UN, OSCE, and OECD, as well as

I John von Kaufmann, Chargé d'affaires, Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava

la Francophonie. Our cooperation will also grow under the
Strategic Partnership Agreement between Canada and the
European Union. Slovakia is truly one of Canada's closest
and most valued allies and partners.

| have been honoured to help represent Canada in Slo-
vakia, building on this solid foundation, since September
2016. Over the past two years, | have met with hundreds
of Slovak government officials, businesspeople, and mem-
bers of civil society, and fravelled across Slovakia many
times, learning about the history, culture, and society of
this beautiful country, and exploring ways to deepen and
expand our relations. | have found that Canada and Slova-
kia share much in common, including a love of the great
outdoors, and of course of the great sport of ice hockey.

Canadians and Slovaks also share the universal values of
freedom, democracy and the rule of law, equality and non-
discrimination, and respect for diversity. The people of Slo-
vakia have repeatedly shown, from the 1944 Slovak National
Uprising, through the Warsaw Pact invasion of 1968 and
the Velvet Revolution of 1989 to today, that they want, and
are determined to defend, their independence, demaocratic
freedoms, and the rule of law, against those who would
undermine them. | salute their courage and spirit.

It is well-known that Canada is a multicultural society. Slo-
vaks are one of the many cultures that have helped to
build and enrich Canada and make it the vibrant, prosper-
ous, open and cosmopoalitan society it is today. | discovered
that Slovakia, foo, is a vibrant multicultural society, and has
always been one. The people of Slovakia comprise many dif-
ferent ethnicities, cultures, and origins, from long-time resi-
dents of Czech, Hungarian, Jewish, Roma, Ruthenian and
German background, to more recent arrivals who are con-
tributing to Slovakia's on-going success, including Serbs,
Ukrainians, Romanians, Vietnamese, Afghans, Italians, Iragis,
and many more.

Slovakia has also been enriched by the many Slovaks who
have pursued opportunities, and promoted awareness of
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John von Kaufmann, chargé d'affaires, Kancelaria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave

Ako chargé d'affaires Kanady mam 10 ¢est pri prilezitosti
vyrocia nadviazania diplomatickych vztahov medzi Kana-
dou a Slovenskom predstavif knihu Pavla Demesa Kanada
a Slovenskao: prvych 25 rokov. Tato kniha rozprava pribeh
o tom, ako si Kanada a Slovensko v priebehu prvych 25 ro-
kov nezavislosti Slovenska vybudovali silny, blizky a hiboky
vztah. Poslizi ako cenny historicky zdznam pre budtcnost
a zaroven ako uzito€ny nastroj v naSom neustalom usili
o0 posilnenie spolo¢nych vzfahov.

Dnes su nase vzfahy silnejSie a rozvinutejsie ako kedykol-
vek predtym. Ako ¢lenovia NATO sme spojenci pri obrane
slobody. SluZili sme bok po boku v mierovych misiach v roz-
nych kdtoch sveta. Od jula 2018 slizia kanadské a sloven-
ské ozbrojené sily opat spolu, tentoraz v Lotyssku, s cielom
odstrasit potencidlne hrozby pre nasu bezpecnost. Velmi
si cenime prispevok Slovenska k posilnenej predsunutej
pritomnosti NATO v Pobalti a prilezitost spolupracovat na
obrane nasej spolo¢nej bezpetnosti a hodndt.

Nase hlboké ekonomické vztahy zahffaju rastici obchod
a tieZ vzdjomné investicie. 0d septembra 2017 vSetci profitu-
jeme z odstranenia 98 % colnych sadzieb v ramci Komplexnej
hospodarskej a obchodnej dohody medzi Kanadou a EU
(CETA). Znamené to niZ8ie néklady pre firmy, niz8ie ceny
a VACSI vyber pre spotrebitelov a kvalitné pracovné miesta
pre obyvatelov oboch krajin. CETA je aj progresivna obchod-
na dohoda: chrani prava pracovnikov a Zivotné prostredie,
chrani spotrebitelov a verejné sluzby a zachovéva pravo
vlad na regulaciu vo verejnom zaujme. Slovensko zohravalo
déleZitu dlohu pri prijimani dohody CETA zo strany EU, ked
v roku 2016 predsedalo Rade EU, za o sme velmi vdagni.

Sme rovnako zmyslajuci partneri, ktori spolupracuiju na rie-
Seni spolo¢nych globélnych vyziev v oblasti ludskych prav
i Zivotného prostredia, a to v rdmci medzinarodného prava
na multilaterdlnych férach, v ktorych Slovensko €oraz viac
hra veducu Ulohu, vratane OSN, OBSE a OECD, ako aj Me-
dzinarodnej organizacie frankofdnie. Nasa spolupraca sa
bude rozvijat aj na zéklade Dohody o strategickom part-
nerstve medzi Kanadou a Eurdpskou Uniou. Slovensko je

skutotne jednym z najblizSich a najcennejsich spojencov
a partnerov Kanady.

0d septembra 2016 mam tU cest, Zze mdzem pomahat za-
stupovaf Kanadu na Slovensku a stavat na fomto pevnom
zéklade. Pocas poslednych dvoch rokov som sa stretol
so stovkami predstavitelov slovenskej vlady, podnikatelov
a tlenov obtianskej spolo&nosti. Casto som cestoval po ce-
lom Slovensku, ucil som sa o histdrii, kultdre a spolo¢nosti
tejto krasnej krajiny a hladal spdsoby, ako dalej prehlbovaf
a rozvijat nase vzfahy. Zistil som, ze Kanada a Slovensko
maju vela spolocného vratane lasky k prirode a, samozrej-
me, aj k ladovému hokeju.

Kanadania a Slovaci maju spolo¢né aj véeobecné hodnoty
slobody, demokracie a pravneho $tatu, rovnosti, nediskrimi-
nacie a re$pektovania rozmanitosti. Ci uz islo o Slovenské
narodné povstanie v roku 1944, invaziu vojsk Varsavskej
zmluvy v roku 1968 alebo Neznu revoltciu v roku 1988, Slo-
véaci opakovane dokazali a dodnes dokazuijd, Zze ched a su
odhodlani bréanit svoju nezéavislosf, demokratické slobody
a pravny $tat proti tym, ktori by ich chceli podkopaf. Kla-
niam sa ich odvahe a duchu.

0 Kanade je zname, ze je multikultdrnou spolo¢nosfou. Slo-
vaci st jednou z mnohych kultdr, ktoré pomohli vybudo-
vatf a obohatit Kanadu a urobif z nej zivd, prosperuijlcu,
oftvorend a kozmopolitn spoloc¢nost, ktorou je dnes. Zistil
som vsak, Ze aj Slovensko je Ziva multikultirna spolo¢nost
a odjakziva riou bolo. K obyvatelom Slovenska patria ludia
réznych narodnosti, kultdr a pévodu, ¢i uz ide o tradiénych
obyvatelov ¢eského, madarského, Zidovského, rémskeho,
rusinskeho a nemeckého pévodu alebo o novsich pristaho-
valcov, ktori prispievaju k neustalemu uspechu Slovenska,
vratane Srbov, Ukrajincov, Rumunov, Vietnamcov, Afgancoy,
Talianov, Iratanov a mnohych dalsich.

Slovensko obohatili aj mnohi Slovéaci, ktori hladali prileZitosti
a podporovali povedomie o Slovensku v zahrani¢i a z ktorych
niektori priniesli svoje medzinarodné zru¢nosti a skuse-
nosti spaf domaov, aby pomohli svojej vlasti. Tristo pafdesiat
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- Slovakia, abroad, some bringing their international skills and

experience back home to benefit their native land. Each year
350 young Slovaks live, work and study in Canada under
the Infernational Experience Canada program, creafing new
ties between our people. Slovakia has achieved incredible
success over the past twenty-five years in building a free,
democratic, secure and prosperous country, as a member
of NATO, the EU, the Eurozone and the Schengen border-
free area. | am confident that it will only become even more
successful in future, and that our relations will continue
to grow ever deeper, based on our shared values. This
book will contribute o that goal.

| am deeply grateful to Pavol Demes for proposing this project
to me, and his dedication and professionalism in seeing it to
a successful conclusion. He intferviewed and corresponded
with dozens of participants in events, reviewed hundreds
of pages of historical documents as well as photographs,
and managed to distill the essence of the relationship info
this wonderful commemorative volume. | am also deeply

thankful o many others who assisted this project, in par-
ticular Global Affairs Canada for providing financial support,
as well as Colleen Durkee, Portfolio Librarian, Jules Léger
Library at Global Affairs Canada for research advice; Joel
Kropf, who conducted research at Library and Archives Ca-
nada; Greg Donaghy, Head of the Historical Section, Global
Affairs Canada; Archie Campbell, Information Management
Service Officer at Global Affairs Canada; Professor Mark Sto-
larik of the University of Ottawa, as well as Ondrej Mihal and
others at the Canadian Slovak League who shared infor-
mation and experiences. | am also very appreciative of the
help and input provided by former ambassadors as well as
chargés d'affaires to Canada and Slovakia, as well as all
those who provided information and photographs. Lastly
but not least, | am of course deeply grateful to the team at
the Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava who work
hard fo strengthen our relations every day. This book is
a fribute to all of these conftributions, and to the longstand-
ing, deep and close ties between our people, which | am
sure will contfinue to grow in future.

10 CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 25 YEARS

mladych Slovékov kazdy rok zije, pracuje a studuje v Kanade
v ramci programu mobility mladych ZaZite Kanadu a nadvéazu-
je nové vztahy medzi nagimi narodmi. Slovensko za posled-
nych 25 rokov dosiahlo neuveritelny Gspech pri budovani
slobodnej, demokratickej, bezpetnej a prosperujlcej krajiny
ako &len NATO, EU, eurozény a schengenského priestoru
bez hranic. Som presvedceny, Ze v budlcnosti bude este
Uspesnejsie a Ze nase vztahy zaloZené na spolo¢nych hod-
notach sa budd aj nadalej prehlbovat. Tato kniha prispeje
k dosiahnutiu tohto ciela.

Som hlboko vdacny Pavlovi Demesovi za to, Ze prisiel s na-
vrhom tohto projektu, a za odhodlanie a profesionalitu pri
jeho Uspesnej realizacii. Rozpraval sa a pisal si s desiatkami
ucastnikov historickych udalosti, prezrel stovky stran his-
torickych dokumentov a fotografii a podarilo sa mu zhrnaf
podstatu nadsho vztahu do tohto nddherného paméatného
zvézku. Velka vdaka patri aj mnohym dal$im, ktori fomuto
projektu pomohli, predovsetkym Ministerstvu zahrani¢nych

vec! Kanady (Global Affairs Canada, GAC) za poskytnutie -

financnej podpory, ale takisto Colleen Durkee, knihovni¢-
ke z Kniznice Julesa Légera pri Ministerstve zahrani¢nych
veci Kanady, za poradenstvo pri vyskume, Joelovi Kropfovi
za vyskum v Kanadskom archive, Gregovi Donaghymu, vedu-
cemu historickej sekcie pri Ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci
Kanady, Archiemu Campbellovi, riaditelovi pre spravu infor-
macii na Ministerstve zahraniénych veci Kanady, profesorovi
Markovi Stolarikovi z Ottawskej univerzity, ako aj Ondrejovi
Mihélovi a daldim ¢lenom Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, ktori sa
podelili o svoje informécie a skisenosti. Velmi oceriujem aj
pomoc byvalych velvyslancov a chargé d'affaires v Kanade
a na Slovensku, ako aj vsetkych, ktori poskytli informacie
a fotografie. V neposlednom rade, samozrejme, dakujem
timu Kancelarie velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave, ktory
kazdy den tvrdo pracuje na paosilfiovani nasich vzfahov.
Téato kniha je poctou vSetkym tymto prispevkom a dlhorog-
nym hlbokym a tzkym vztahom medzi nasimi narodmi, kto-
ré sa, nepochybne, budd dalej prehlbovat.
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As the former ambassador of the Slovak Republic in Canada,
| have the honour o write a few infroductory notes to this
unique book. Those who are acquainted with Paval know
that if he does something, he will reach a serious and suc-
cessful end.

| am delighted that he has depicted the Slovak-Canadian
story from the 1989 Revolution because it is the first publi-
cation of its kind. He presents and documents very clearly
the most important events and key moments in the relations
between Slovakia and Canada for almost the last 30 years.
This book is built on the authentic testimonies and memo-
ries of those who helped shape and mould Slovak-Canadian
relations. They are by all the ambassadors of the Slovak
Republic who have worked in Canada over these years, and
the present excellent level of relations between our coun-
fries is in large part the result of their efforts. It was my
honour o continue everything positive that they did and to
push the relationship, cooperation and friendship between
Slovakia and Canada a bit further still.

The Slovak Republic and Canada are close allies, partners,
and friends. Our paolitical and economic ties are not just
formed on a bilateral level. We also cooperate as Member
Countries of NATO, the UN, OECD, and also intensively in
the significant EU — Canada format. Here it is important
to mention that the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement between the EU and Canada was signed during

I Andrej Droba, Slovak Ambassador fo Canada (2014 - 2018

the presidency of the Slovak Republic of the Council of the
EU in the autumn of 2016.

Anaother strong link between the two countries is presented
by the large Slovak community. Canada has become home to
many of our compatriots, who very actively and proudly
preserve Slovak identity, culture and fraditions. | have visited
many of these expatriate organizations during my years in
Canada and tried to take part in many of their events. | am
pleased that weekend schools (Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary,
Montreal and Edmonton) were opened in many of the cities
in Canada at the initiative of our communities in recent years.

Cooperation between academic institutions is also devel-
oping, trade exchanges and investment are growing, and
Slovakia is becoming a holiday destination every year for
an increasing number of Canadians. For young people from
Slovakia, the Youth Mobility Program provides an opportunity
to work, study and learn about Canada. The same possi-
bilities are provided by the agreement to young Canadians,
and | am delighted that they are increasingly using it. Nor
does this book neglect the shared hockey tradition and pas-
sion of Canada and Slovakia, as Slovakia is well known in
Canada in large part because of hockey and the legendary
Stastny brothers.

Thank you for your trust and the opportunity to represent
the Slovak Republic in Canada.
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Andrej Droba, velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade v rokoch 2014 — 2018

Ako byvaly velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade
mam 10U cest napisat k tejto jedinecnej knihe par Gvodnych
viet. Ti, ktori Pavla pozndme, vieme, Ze ak sa do nie¢oho
pusti, dotiahne fo do vydareného a Uspesného konca.

Tesi ma, Ze sa podujal spracovaf slovensko-kanadsky pri-
beh od Neznej revollcie v roku 1989, prefoze ide o prvu
a svojho druhu jedint publikaciu. Ucelene predstavuije a vel-
mi prehladne dokumentuje najdélezitejsie udalosti a klucové
momenty vo vztahoch medzi Slovenskom a Kanadou za os-
tatnych takmer 30 rokov. Postavend je na autentickych vy-
povediach a spomienkach tych, ktori slovensko-kanadské
vztahy pomahali formovat a dotvérat. St nimi véetci velvy-
slanci SR, ktori v tychto rokoch v Kanade p6sobili, a sti¢as-
né vynikajluca Uroven vztahov medzi nasimi krajinami je vo
velkej miere aj vysledkom ich préce. Bolo mi cfou nadviazat
na to véetko pozitivne, ¢o vykonali, a posunut vzfahy, spo-
luprécu a priatelstvo medzi Slovenskom a Kanadou opéat
trogku dale;j.

Slovenska republika a Kanada su blizki spojenci, partneri
a priatelia. Nase politické a ekonomické vzfahy nie su for-
mované len bilateralne. Velmi Gzko spolupracujeme aj ako
¢lenské krajiny NATO, OSN, OECD a intenzivne aj v ¢oraz
vyznamnej$om formate EU - Kanada. Tu je dblezité spo-
menut, ze dohoda o volnom obchode medzi EU a Kanadou

bola podpisana préve potas predsednictva SR v Rade EU
na jesen 2016.

Dalsie pevné puto medzi oboma krajinami vytvara aj po-
¢etna slovenska komunita. Kanada sa stala domovom pre
mnohych nasich krajanov, kfori velmi aktivne a hrdo zacho-
vavaju slovensku identitu, kultdru a tradicie. Mnohé z krajan-
skych organizacii som poc¢as mojich rokov v Kanade navstivil
a snazil som sa z(Uc¢astriovat mnohych ich podujati. Tesi ma,
ze vo viacerych mestach v Kanade bali z iniciativy nasich ko-
munit v ostatnych rokoch otvorené vikendové Skoly (Toronto,
Dttawa, Calgary, Montreal a Edmonton). Rozvija sa aj spo-
lupraca medzi akademickymi institGciami, rastd vzajomna
obchodna vymena a investicie a Slovensko sa kazdy rok
stava vyhladavanou dovolenkovou destinaciou pre ¢oraz
v&C€si pocet Kanadanov. Mladym ludom zo Slovenska sa
v rdmci dohody o mobilite mladych ponudka prilezitost pra-
covat, Studovat v Kanade a poznavat ju. Rovnaké mozZnosti
poskytuje dohoda aj mladym Kanadanom a mna tesi, Ze ju
v stale va¢Som pocte aj vyuzivaju. Kniha nezablda ani na
hokejovu tradiciu a vaseri Kanady a Slovenska, pretoze aj
vdaka hokeju a legendam, ako boli napr. bratia Stastni, je
Slovensko v Kanade dobre znédme.

Dakujem za déveru a moznost reprezentovat Slovenskd re-
publiku v Kanade.
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I Vit Koziak, Slovak Ambassador to Canada

| very much appreciate the publication of this book on Slo-
vak-Canadian relations, all the more given that in 2018 we
are marking the 25™ anniversary of the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations between the Slovak Republic and Canada.

Relations between states are established through a formal
exchange of notes. But the building of real ties of friendly
partnership and alliance, as exist foday between Slovakia
and Canada, is a process measured in years. These ties are
the result of efforts on both sides. This book which you hold
in your hands is not simply filled with facts, but it also re-
cords the confributions of many individuals. Without these
confributions, we would never have gone as far as is the
case foday.

Pavol Demes$ passionately provides valuable information,
testimonies and especially the contexts from a large num-
ber of different areas of Slovak-Canadian cooperation. | was
impressed, for example, by the part which details Canada's
key role in building our development aid system. You will
also read about our compatriots, who are a solid part of the
Slovak-Canadian story. Indeed, | began to write these lines
during my first trip outside the capital of Ottawa visiting
Slovaks living in Mississauga and Toronto.

| personally consider the devotion of both countries to the
values of freedom and democracy as the basis for Slovak-
Canadian relations. The same applies for our mutual en-
gagement in favour of consistent adherence fo international
norms and principles for the maintenance of peace in the

waorld. This is what makes us natural partners at the bilateral
and multilateral levels. In today's rapidly changing and un-
stable world, this cannot be considered to be self-evident.
It is worth mentioning the interest in maintaining a strong
transatlantic relationship, which, together with the Euro-
pean Union, is the foundation of Slovakia's security and
prosperity. We also associate with Canada the importance
we atftach fo frade without barriers and the emphasis on
tackling global challenges such as climate change or mi-
gration at the international level. The principle of interna-
tional co-operation was excellently described by Canadian
Governor General Julie Payette during my presentation of
credentials. As a former astronaut, she emphasized that
she perceives our Earth as one ship on which we all are
together, and therefore mutfual co-operation and tolerance
are essential.

The close relations between Slovakia and Canada have
been achieved despite geographical distance, as well as
thanks to openness, understanding, and interest in each
other. This is where we lead the way for further partner-
ships that are important for our future, for example, innova-
tion, science or research. They will benefit the two coun-
tries and strengthen relations between our people.

As the new Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Canada,
| also take this book as an inspiration for the continuation
of the Slovak-Canadian story. It is a great honour for me to
be part of it and | will do my best to contribute fo further
years of intensive and friendly cooperation.
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Vita Koziak, velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade

Velmi ocenujem spracovanie novej publikécie k slovensko-
-kanadskym vzfahom. O to viac, Ze v tomto roku si pripomi-
name 25. vyrocie nadviazania diplomatickych stykov medzi
Slovenskou republikou a Kanadou.

Vzfahy medzi §t4tmi sa daju nadviazat formalnou vymenou
nét. Avsak vybudovanie skuto¢ne priatelskych, partner-
skych a spojeneckych vazieb trva dihé roky az desatrocia.
Prave takéto dnes existuju medzi Slovenskom a Kanadou.
Su vysledkom Usilia na oboch stranach. Kniha, ktort drzite
v rukéach, je nielen plna faktov, ale zaznamenava aj prispev-
ky konkrétnych jednotlivcov. Bez nich by sme sa nedostali
tak daleko, ako sme dnes.

Pavol Demes so zanietenim jemu viastnym prindSa cenné
informéacie, svedectva, a najma suvislosti z velkého mnoz-
stva roznych oblasti slovensko-kanadskej spoluprace. Mna
zaujala napriklad ¢asft, ktord podrobne hovori o klu¢ovej
Ulohe Kanady pri vybudovani nasho systému rozvojovej
pomoci. TieZ sa docitate o nasich krajanoch, ktori st pevnou
sucastou slovensko-kanadského pribehu. Ved aj tieto riadky
zactinam pisat na svojej prvej ceste mimo hlavného mesta
Ottawy za Slovakmi zijucimi v Mississauge a Toronte.

Za zéklad slovensko-kanadskych vztahov osobne povaZzu-
jem oddanost oboch krajin hodnotam slobody a demokra-
cie. Angazovanost v prospech ddsledného dodrziavania
medzinarodnych noriem a principov s cielom zachovania
mierového poriadku vo svete. Prave fo z nas vytvéra priro-

dzenych partnerov na bilateralnej a multilateralnej drovni.
V dnesnom rychlo sa meniacom a nestabilnom svete nejde
o samozrejmost. Je potrebné spomentt zaujem o udrzanie
pevne| transatlantickej vazby, ktora je spolu s Eurépskou
Uniou zakladom bezpetnosti a prosperity Slovenska.

S Kanadou nas spaja aj doleZitost, ktort pripisujeme obchod-
nej vymene bez bariér, a déraz na rieSenie globalnych vyziey,
ako su klimatické zmeny ¢i migracia, spolo¢ne na medzina-
rodnej Urovni. Princip medzinarodnej spoluprace vynikajlco
vystihla kanadska guvernérka Julie Payettova pocas moj-
ho odovzdavania poverovacich listin. Ako byvalé astronaut-
ka zdoraznila, Ze vnima nasu Zem ako jednu lod, na ktorej
sme vSetci spolu, a prefo je vzajomna spolupraca a toleran-
cia nevyhnutna.

Blizke vztahy Slovenska a Kanady sa podarilo dosiahnuf na-
priek geografickej vzdialenosti. Aj vdaka otvorenosti, poro-
zumeniu a prejaveniu zaujmu o foho druhého. Odtial vedie
aj cesta k nadvézovaniu dalsich partnerstiev dolezitych pre
nasu buddcnost, ¢i uz ide napriklad o inovécie, vedu alebo
vyskum. Prinesy prospech obom krajinam a upevnia vztahy
medzi nasimi ludmi.

Ako novy velvyslanec Slovenskej republiky v Kanade beriem
tUto knihu aj ako in$piraciu k pokracovaniu slovensko-ka-
nadského pribehu. Je pre mria velkou cfou byt jeho sucasfou
a urobim vsetko pre to, aby som tiez prispel k dal$im rokom
intenzivnej a priatelskej spoluprace.
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and Culture at the University of Ottawa

This lavishly-illustrated book by Pavol Deme$ provides
a very good summary of the major developments related to
Slovak-Canadian contacts in the first twenty-five years of
their diplomatic relations. Dr. Demes covers Canada's recog-
nition of Slovakia's independence, the role of Canadian Slo-
vaks in fostering this independence, the diplomatic visits of
Slovak and Canadian officials in each other's countries, the
activities of all Slovak Ambassadors to Canada, the creation
of Canada's diplomatic mission to Slovakia, the role of Hon-
orary Slovak Consuls in Canada, and the part played by key
Slovak-Canadians in promoting good relations with Slovakia.

Furthermore, the author describes cultural and athletic visits
and exchanges between both counftries, financial and other

I M. Mark Stolarik, Professor of History and holder of the Chair in Slovak History

assistance provided by Canada to Slovakia, Canada's sup-
port for Slovak accession to NATO and the European Union,
and frade between the two partners, as well as the close
cooperation of Slovakia's ambassadors to Canada with
members of the Slovak community across this vast country.

Those who wish fo delve info Slovak-Canadian relations
over the last twenty-five years will find this book very re-
warding. Scholars will also find it invaluable when daoing
research on this subject. Dr. Pavol Demes is fo be congratu-
lated for having presented us with a first-class description
of how diplomatic, economic, cultural and other relations
developed between Canada and Slovakia over the last
guarter century.
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M. Mark Stolarik, profesor a veduci Katedry slovenskej historie

a kultury na Otffawske| univerzite v Kanade

Tato bohato ilustrovana kniha Pavla Demesa poskytuije vel-
mi dobré zhrnutie hlavnych udalosti v kontaktoch medzi
Slovenskom a Kanadou pocas prvych dvadsiatich piatich
rokov od nadviazania diplomatickych vztahov. Dr. Demes sa
zaobera uznanim nezavislosti Slovenska Kanadou, Ulohou
kanadskych Slovékov pri podpore fejto nezavislosti, bilate-
ralnymi navstevami slovenskych a kanadskych predstavi-
telov, aktivitami slovenskych velvyslancov a honorarnych
konzulov v Kanade, vytvorenim kanadskej diplomatickej mi-
sie na Slovensku a Ulohou, ktord zohravaju klucovi sloven-
ski Kanadania pri podpore dobrych vzfahov so Slovenskom.

Okrem toho autor zachytava kultirne a Sporfové vymeny
medzi oboma krajinami, finanénu a in pomoc poskytovanu

Kanadou Slovensku, kanadskd podporu vstupu Slovenska
do NATO a Eurdpskej Unie a obchodné vzfahy medzi oboma
partnermi, ako aj Uzku spolupracu velvyslancov Sloven-
ska v Kanade s ¢lenmi slovenskej komunity v tejto obrov-
skej krajine.

Pre tych, ktori sa chcti ponorit do slovensko-kanadskych
vztahov za poslednych dvadsafpat rokov, bude tato kniha
velmi obohacujtca. Stane sa tiez neocenitelnou pomac-
kou pre badatelov, ktori budl v tejto oblasti robit vyskum.
Pavlovi Demesovi musime zablahoZelat, Ze nam predstavil
prvotriedny opis foho, ako sa diplomatické, hospodarske,
kultarne a iné vztahy medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom za po-
sledné stvrfstorocie rozvinuli.
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Il The \elvet Revaolution and the Opening

of the Gates for Cooperation

Quick Reaction of the Canadian Government

The Canadian government’s cooperation with Czecho-Slovakia started imme-
diately after the fall of Communism in 1989 and continued after the division
of the federation in 1993 with both of the new republics. It was part of a wider
project - The Task Force on Central and Eastern Europe, which started after
the fall of the Berlin Wall and the ending of the bipolar division of the world.
At first, the program was managed by the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, and from 1995 by the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency, CIDA.

The assistance efforts of the Canadian government focused on three areas:
the promotion of democratic development and good governance, support for
the transition to a market-based economy, and increasing Canadian trade and
investment with Slovakia. The program was coordinated by the Canadian Em-
bassy in Prague, which in 1994 opened an office in Bratislava. It was carried
out in cooperation with other foreign donors operating in Slovakia: USAID,
the British Know-How Fund, the Dutch MATRA program, the Delegation of the
European Commission in Slovakia, the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), UNDP and
UNIFEM.

The Canadian aid program in Slovakia was flexible, unbureaucratic, based on
partnerships, and considered the needs and requests of local actors. Both state
and non-state organizations, as well as individuals, benefited from the pro-
gram during this time of social transformation and the integration of Slovakia
into Western organizations. Canadian assistance in particular focused on the
modernization of state administration, the development of civil society, the

protection of human and minority rights, health, education and agriculture.

Canadian development specialists worked closely with Slovak partners. In the
areas of state and public institutions, these were the Ministry of the Interior,
the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of
Labour, Social Affairs and Family, the Office of the Government of the Slovak
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I N NeZné revolUcia a otvorenie brany

pre spolupracu

Rychla reakcia kanadskej viady

Kanadsky vladny program spoluprace s Ceskoslovenskom sa za¢al bezprostred-
ne po politickych zmenach v roku 1990 a pokracoval po rozdeleni federacie
v roku 1993 s oboma republikami. Bol si¢astou nového $irsieho projektu Task
Force on Central and Eastern Europe (Pracovna skupina pre strednu a vychod-
nu Eurépu), ktory sa nastartoval po pade Berlinskeho mura a ukonéeni bipo-
larneho rozdelenia sveta. Spoé¢iatku bol program manaZovany ministerstvom
zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného obchodu (Department of Foreign Af-
faires and International Trade) a od roku 1995 Kanadskou medzinarodnou
rozvojovou agenturou (Canadian International Development Agency, CIDA).

Asistenéné usilie kanadskej vlady sa sustredilo na tri oblasti: ustanovenie
a rozvoj demokracie, rozvoj trhovej ekonomiky a nadviazanie ekonomickych
a finanénych vézieb s Kanadou. Program bol koordinovany kanadskou am-
basadou so sidlom v Prahe, ktora si od roku 1994 otvorila svoju kancelariu
v Bratislave. Kanada sa opierala o si¢innost s dal§imi medzinarodnymi donor-
skymi organiziciami, ktoré posobili na Slovensku: Agenttra Spojenych sta-
tov americkych pre medzinarodny rozvoj (USAID), britsky Know-How Fund,
holandsky program MATRA, Delegacia Eurépskej komisie na Slovensku, Me-
dzinarodny menovy fond (IMF), Eur6pska banka pre rekonstrukciu a rozvoj
(EBRD), UNDP a UNIFEM.

Kanadsky program na Slovensku bol flexibilny, nebyrokraticky a zaloZzeny na
partnerstve a poziadavkach lokalnych aktérov. Z programov profitovali §tatne
i nestatne subjekty, ako aj jednotlivci v ¢ase naro¢nej socidlnej transformacie
a integracie krajiny do zapadnych $truktar. Kanadskd asistencia sa sustredila
predovsetkym na modernizaciu $tatnej spravy, rozvoj ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti,
ochranu ludskych prav, zdravotnictvo, vzdelavanie a polnohospodarstvo.

Kanadski rozvojovi $pecialisti tizko spolupracovali so slovenskymi partnermi.
Zo Statnych a verejnych institucii to boli hlavne: ministerstvo vnuatra, minis-
terstvo spravodlivosti, ministerstvo pédohospodarstva, ministerstvo zivotného
prostredia, ministerstvo Skolstva, ministerstvo zdravotnictva, ministerstvo
préce, socialnych veci a rodiny, Urad vlady SR, Prezidium Policajného zboru,
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- Republic, the Presidium of the Police Force, the Union of Towns and Munici-

palities of Slovakia, the Union of Towns and Villages, and the Slovak power
utility [Slovenské elektrarne]. Among non-governmental organizations there
were: Partners for Democratic Change, The Slovak Academic Information
Agency (SAIA), Integra, Alliance of Women of Slovakia, The Centre for Eco-
nomic Development of the Slovak Republic and Transparency International
Slovakia.

CIDA relied on the help of many Canadian specialists. These included George
Fodor (Health), Dusan Berka (Energy), Tibor Frank (State Administration)
and Erik Bauer (Police Reform).

Between 1990 and 2002, Canada supported 151 projects in various parts of
Slovakia for an overall amount of CAD 16 million. The Canadian assistance
program contributed to Slovakia joining NATO and the EU in 2004, at which
time it came to an end. A detailed overview of the supported projects and
an assessment of their effectiveness are contained in two publications from
2004 prepared by CIDA - Canada and the Slovak Republic: Partners in Tran-
sition and Panorama 2001-2003: Canadian Cooperation Program with the Slo-
vak Republic.

Canadian Slovaks Fly to Slovakia

The fall of Communism and the removal of the Iron Curtain were a turning
point for the expatriate community (an estimated 70,000-120,000 persons
as of 2018). Slovak-Canadians enthusiastically welcomed freedom for and the
possibility of open communication with their homeland. In addition, the
end of the communist regime allowed a new wave of Slovak immigration to

Canada.

Directly following the democratic watershed in Czecho-Slovakia at the end
of 1989, Slovak-Canadians began to intensively consider how to strengthen
contacts with the homeland and to help Slovakia to accelerate its political
and economic development after four decades of communist dictatorship and

self-imposed isolation.
In Canada, strong Slovak diaspora organizations not only worked to maintain

national traditions and community life, but also to promote their visions

for the future of Slovakia. For the most part, this was an independent and
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ZdruZenie miest a obci Slovenska, Unia miest a obci a Slovenské elektrarne. -

Spomedzi mimovladnych organizacii §lo najmi o: Partners for Democratic
Change, SAIA, Integra, Aliancia Zien Slovenska, Centrum pre hospodarsky
rozvoj SR a Transparency International Slovakia.

CIDA sa vo svojej praci opierala o mnohych kanadskych $pecialistov. Patrili
medzi nich George Fodor (zdravotnictvo), Dusan Berka (energetika), Tibor
Frank (§tatna sprava) a Erik Bauer (reforma policie).

V rokoch 1990 aZ 2002 Kanada podporila v roznych ¢astiach Slovenska 151 pro-
jektov v celkovej sume 16 miliénov kanadskych dolarov. Kanadsky program
vyznamne prispel k vstupu Slovenska do NATO a EU v roku 2004, ked sa ukon-
¢il. Podrobny prehlad podporenych projektov a postidenie ich efektivnosti
zachytavaju dve publikacie pripravené Kanadskou medzinarodnou rozvojovou
agenturou CIDA - Canada and the Slovak Republic: Partners in Transition a Pa-
norama 2001 - 2003: Canadian Cooperation Program with the Slovak Republic.

Kanadski Slovaci prilietajia na Slovensko

Pad komunizmu a odstranenie Zeleznej opony boli pre pocetnu krajanska
komunitu (podla odhadov méze mat 75- az 120-tisic Iudi) zlomovou udalostou.
Kanadski Slovaci s nad$enim privitali slobodu a moznost otvorenej komuni-
kéacie s vlastou ich pévodu. Navyse padd komunizmu umoznil novi emigraciu
Slovakov do Kanady.

Bezprostredne po demokratickom zlome v Ceskoslovensku koncom roka 1989
zacali krajania intenzivne premyslat, ako nadviazat kontakty s domovinou
a pomoct s politickym a ekonomickym rozvojom po $tyroch dekadach izolacie.

V Kanade posobili silné slovenské krajanské organizacie, z ktorych viaceré
mali okrem udrziavania narodnych tradicii a spolkového Zivota aj politické
ambicie s vyprofilovanou predstavou o budtcnosti Slovenska. T4 sa vd¢§inovo
spajala s nezavislou demokratickou $tatnostou, ku ktorej by Slovaci mali do-
spiet na zdklade sebaurcovacieho prava. Takto premyslali krajania vo vplyv-
nej Kanadskej slovenskej lige (zaloZenej v roku 1932), ale aj vo Svetovom kon-
grese Slovakov, ustanovenom v roku 1970 v New Yorku a oficidlne zalozenom
o rok neskér v Toronte. V tomto kanadskom meste mal hlavny stan a viedol
ho vyznamny velkopodnikatel Stefan Roman, rodék z vychodného Slovenska,
az do jeho nahlej smrti v roku 1988.
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- democratic Slovakia. This was the thinking in the influential Canadian Slo-

vak League (founded in 1932), but also in the Slovak World Congress (SWC)
established in 1970 in New York and officially founded a year later in Toronto.
It was headquartered in this Canadian city and led by the very successful
mining entrepreneur Stephen (Stefan) Roman, a native of eastern Slovakia

who immigrated to Canada in 1937, until his untimely death in 1988.

The Secretary General of the Slovak World Congress (SWC), the Lutheran Pas-
tor and cultural worker Dusan Téth (who fled after the Wasaw Pact Invasion of
Czechoslovakia in 1968) paid a visit from Canada to Slovakia during the revolu-

tion and on 9 December 1989 addressed a mass demonstration in Bratislava.

At the beginning of February 1990, Speaker of the Slovak National Council
Rudolf Schuster (later President of Slovakia 1999-2004) met with a delegation
of the Canadian Slovak League, led by its President, Stefan Kovaéi¢. This was
the first delegation of foreign Slovaks to be received at the invitation of the
leadership of the Slovak Parliament. Mr. Schuster and Slovak Prime Minis-
ter Milan Ci¢ then also received a delegation of the SWC, led by Dusan Téth.
The latter then transmitted to the highest state representatives an invitation
to the General Assembly of the SWC in Toronto in May 1990.

After the democratic changes, the hockey legends - the brothers Marian Stast-
ny (as Vice President of the SWC he was the author of the idea of the Candle
Demonstration for religious freedom and human rights in Bratislava in 1988)
and Peter Stastny (who had fled communist Czechoslovakia for Canada in
1980 to play in the NHL) travelled to Bratislava. From the beginning, they
were politically involved. Maridan was president of the SWC from 1991 to 1993,
and advocated for the independence of Slovakia. Peter Stastny was later elect-
ed as a member of the European Parliament from 2004-2014 for the Slovak
Democratic and Christian Union - Democratic Party [SDKU], where he played
a key role in supporting the negotiation of the Canada-EU Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement. The Hockey Hall of Famer is currently the
honorary Chair of the Canadian Council of AmCham Slovakia, a group inter-
ested in strengthening trade and investment with Canada.

Representatives of the Slovak-Canadian diaspora community gradually made

many contacts with Slovak political, social, and religious circles.
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Generalny tajomnik Svetového
kongresu Slovakov Dusan Téth
z Toronta vystupil pocas revolu¢-
nych dni 9. decembra 1989
na Namesti SNP v Bratislave.
Foto: TASR

>
Secretary General of the Slovak
World Congress Dusan Téth from
Toronto addressed a crowd at the
Slovak National Uprising Square
in Bratislava during the Velvet
Revolution on 9 December, 1989.
Photo: TASR

Predseda SNR Rudolf Schuster
prijal 12. februara 1990 delegaciu
Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, ktort
viedol jej predseda Stefan
Kovaci¢. Zlava Maria Klasova
sa zdravi s R. Schusterom.
Druhy zlava S. Kovacic.
Foto: Peter Brenkus - CSTK

>
Speaker of the Slovak Parliament
Rudolf Schuster received a delega-
tion of the Canadian Slovak League
led by its President Stefan Kovacic.
From left, Maria Klas shakes
hands with R. Schuster.
Second the left is S. Kovacic.
Photo: Peter Brenkus - CSTK

Generalny tajomnik Svetového kongresu Slovakov (SKS), evanjelicky knaz -

a kulturny pracovnik Dusan T6th (emigroval v roku 1968) zavital z Kanady na
Slovensko este pocas revolu¢nych dni a vystupil 9. decembra 1989 na tribtne
v Bratislave.

Uz zactiatkom februara 1990 prijal predseda Slovenskej narodnej rady Rudolf
Schuster delegaciu Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, ktoru viedol jej predseda Stefan
Kovaci¢. I8lo vébec o prvu delegaciu zahrani¢nych Slovakov, ktora bola prija-
t4 na pozvanie vedenia slovenského parlamentu. Rudolf Schuster a predseda
vlady SR Milan Ci¢ nésledne prijali i delegaciu SKS, ktoru viedol Dugan Téth.

Ten zaroven tlmo¢il nasim najvyssim predstavitelom pozvanie na majové gene-

ralne zhromazdenie SKS v Toronte.

Do Bratislavy pricestovali po demokratiza¢nych zmenach i hokejové legen-
dy - bratia Marian Stastny (ako podpredseda SKS bol autorom myslienky

Svietkovej manifestacie za ndbozensku slobodu a ludské prava v roku 1988)

® Predseda Kanadskej slovenskej ligy
Stefan Kovaci¢ (vlavo) pocas prijatia
u predsedu vlady SR Milana Cica
(vpravo) 12. februéara 1990.
Foto: Peter Brenkus — CSTK

A

® President of the Canadian Slovak League
Stefan Kovacic (left) during his meeting
with the Prime Minister of Slovakia
Milan Ci¢ {right) on 12 February 1990.
Photo: Peter Brenkus — CSTK
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I John Hasek and Volunteers from Education for Democracy

Among the first Canadians who visited after the fall of the Iron Curtain was
the post-war emigrant John Hasek, who was born in 1938 in Prague and died
in 1994. This former Canadian Armed Forces officer and later freelance jour-
nalist came to Prague from Toronto in December of 1989 with the idea of
helping to teach English, then greatly in demand, which was the basis for the
re-establishment of communications with the West. His idea - to recruit and
send from Canada volunteer teachers to Czecho-Slovakia who would teach
English conversation at schools and various other institutions - was presented
to the representatives of student organizations and the Ministries of Educa-
tion of the Czech and Slovak Republics. His idea was accepted, and Hasek
on 5 January 1990 in Toronto founded the voluntary organization Education
for Democracy (EFD). The then-Ambassador of the Czechoslovak Socialist Re-
public in Canada, JAn Janovic, in a letter to John Hasek of 3 January 1990,
expressed his appreciation and support.

The EFD program inspired the creation of independent organizations in the
United States of America and the United Kingdom. Enthusiastic volunteer lec-
turers came from Canada beginning in February of 1990, and from the U.S.A.
in March (thanks to Ann Gardner from Mobile, Alabama, who started and
managed the U.S. program). In Slovakia, the EFD was coordinated by the
Department of International Cooperation at the Ministry of Education of
the Slovak Republic, under Director Pavol Demes, later by SAIA, which be-
came independent from it. This challenging project was managed by Katarina
Kostalova, who remains the Director of SAIA to this day. By the mid-nineties,
hundreds of volunteer lecturers had come to Slovakia and to the Czech Re-
public, paying their own travel expenses, with the host organization responsi-
ble for their lodging and local expenses. John Hasek and his activities were
formally recognized at the end of 1990 by the new ambassador of the CSFR
(Czech and Slovak Federative Republic) in Canada, Rudolf Schuster.

The EFD program lasted roughly for five years and within its framework al-
most 1500 lecturers (mostly from the U.S.A.) came to teach English in Slovakia
and the Czech Republic. Among those who came to Slovakia in 1992 was Tom
Nicholson (he was initially placed in the Hotel School in Piestany), who lat-
er became a well-known investigative journalist in Slovakia. He returned to
Canada at the beginning of 2018.

After 1991, Hasek handed over coordination of the EFD to other colleagues and
again dedicated himself to journalism. As a reporter, covering the conflict
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a Peter Stastny, ktori emigrovali pred desiatimi rokmi do Kanady (Peter a Anton -

v roku 1977 a Maridn o rok neskér). Od zac¢iatku sa angazovali i politicky.
Marian sa stal v roku 1991 predsedom SKS (v tejto funkcii bol do roku 1993)
a zasadzoval sa za emancipaciu Slovenska. Peter Stastny sa stal v rokoch
2004 - 2014 poslancom v Eurépskom parlamente za SDKU a zohral dédlezitt
ulohu pri podpore rokovani o Komplexnej hospodarskej a obchodnej dohode
medzi EU a Kanadou (zndma pod nazvom CETA). Tento znamy ¢len hokejovej
siene slavy je v sicasnosti ¢estnym predsedom kanadského vyboru v AmCham,
ktory podporuje obchod a investicie v Kanade.

Predstavitelia kanadskych krajanov postupne nadviazali mnozstvo vztahov
so slovenskymi politickymi, spolo¢enskymi a cirkevnymi kruhmi.

John Hasek a dobrovolnici Education for Democracy

Medzi prvymi Kanadanmi, ktor{ zavitali po pade Zeleznej opony do Ceskoslo-
venska, bol aj povojnovy emigrant John Hasek, ktory sa narodil v roku 1938
v Prahe. Tento byvaly kanadsky déstojnik a neskér novinar v slobodnom
povolani prisiel z Toronta do Prahy v decembri 1989 s myslienkou poméct
s mimoriadne Ziadanou vyu¢bou angli¢tiny, ktora bola predpokladom pre
nadviazanie prerusenej komunikacie so Zapadom. Svoju predstavu ziskat
a vyslat z Kanady do Ceskoslovenska dobrovolnych lektorov angli¢tiny, ktori
by vyucovali anglickt konverzaciu na $kolach a réznych institaciach, pre-
dostrel zastupcom §tudentskych organizacii a ministerstiev $kolstva Ceskej
a Slovenskej republiky. Jeho myslienka sa ujala a John Hasek zalozil 5. janua-
ra 1990 v Toronte dobrovolnicku organizaciu Education for Democracy (EFD).
Vtedajsi velvyslanec Ceskoslovenskej socialistickej republiky v Kanade Jan
Janovic vyslovil v liste z 3. januara 1990 Johnovi Hasekovi uznanie a podporu.

Program EFD in8piroval vznik samostatnych organizacii v USA a Velkej Brita-
nii. Uz vo februari 1990 a z USA v marci (vdaka Ann Gardnerovej z Alabamy,
ktora program v USA zacala a cely ¢as manazovala) zacali prichadzat entu-
ziasticki dobrovolni lektori angli¢tiny. Na Slovensku EFD koordinoval odbor
medzinarodnej spoluprace na Ministerstve $kolstva SR (riaditel Pavol Demes3),
neskér Slovenska akademicka informaéna agentira (SAIA), ktora sa od neho
oddelila. Organiza¢ne naro¢ny projekt manazovala Katarina Kostalova, ktora
je dodnes riaditelkou SATA. V priebehu roka 1990 prisli na Slovensko a do Ces-
kej republiky stovky dobrovolnych lektorov, ktori si zaplatili cestovné a hosti-
telska organizacia bola zodpovedna za ich ubytovanie a bezné naklady. Johna
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- of the disintegration of Yugoslavia, he was severely wounded in Sibenik in

Croatia, and after being medically evacuated to Prague - his birthplace - on
1 January 1994 he died of his injuries.

With Havel in the Clouds

This is how the Bratislava student leader Svetoslav Bombik referred to his
report of the historic trip of Czech and Slovak personalities of political and
social life to Canada (18-19 February 1990) and the U.S.A. The report was pub-
lished in the magazine Zivot, illustrated with photographs by his colleague
from Comenius University, Boris Stre¢ansky, who, as the representative of
the Union of University Students of Slovakia, accompanied the delegation led
by newly-elected President of Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel and Federal Prime
Minister Marian Calfa. In addition to Mr. Bombik and Mr. Stre¢ansky, from
Slovakia the official delegation included Milan Knazko - counselor to the
president, and Jan Budaj - chairman of the VPN (Public Against Violence)
movement, which played a leading role in the Velvet Revolution in Slovakia,

Vystlpenie prezidenta
Vaclava Havla na
Torontskej univerzite
19. februara 1990. Foto:
archiv Svetoslava Bombika
"4
President Vdclav Havel
adressing the audience at
the University of Torronto
on 19 February 1990.
Photo: archive of Svetoslav
Bombik
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Titulna strana brozurky
s programom prezidenta
Vaclava Havla a jeho
delegécie v Kanade

4\
Title page of the programe
brochure of President
Vdclav Havel and his
delegation during their
visit to Canada.

Haseka a jeho aktivity formalne ocenil koncom roka 1990 aj novy velvyslanec -

CSFR v Kanade Rudolf Schuster.

Program EFD trval zhruba pit rokov a v ramci neho prislo na Slovensko
a do Ceskej republiky u¢it angli¢tinu takmer 1500 lektorov (vii¢sina bola
z USA). Zaujimavostou je, Ze medzi kanadskymi EFD dobrovolnikmi prisiel
na Slovensko v roku 1992 Tom Nicholson (bol umiestneny do hotelovej $koly
v Piestanoch), ktory sa neskor stal nagim znamym investigativnym novina-
rom. Do Kanady sa vratil az za¢iatkom roka 2018.

John Hasek odovzdal po roku 1991 koordinaciu programu inym kolegom
a venoval sa opit zurnalistickej praci. Ako reportér pokryvajuci konfliktny
rozpad Juhoslavie sa v Chorvétsku pri Sibeniku tragicky zranil a po prevoze
do Prahy - svojho rodiska - 1. januara 1994 zomrel.

S Haviom v oblakoch

Takto nazval svoju reportaZ z historickej cesty ¢eskych a slovenskych osob-
nosti politického a spolo¢enského Zivota do Kanady (18. - 19. februara 1990)
a USA bratislavsky studentsky lider Svetoslav Bombik. Reportaz publikovanu
v asopise Zivot ilustroval fotografiami kolegu z Univerzity Komenského Bo-
risa Strec¢anského, ktory bol v sprievode oficidlnej delegacie novozvoleného
prezidenta Vaclava Havla ako reprezentant Vysokogkolskej uinie Slovenska.
Okrem neho boli zo Slovenska v oficidlnej delegacii Milan Kniazko - poradca
prezidenta, a Jan Budaj - predseda VPN, a v sprievodnej delegacii Miroslav
Kusy - rektor UK, Norbert Fristacky - rektor Slovenskej technickej univerzity,
a Viliam Gruska - predseda vyboru Matice slovenskej.

Delegéacia navstivila Ottawu a Toronto a stretla sa so slovenskymi a ¢esky-
mi krajanmi a s politickymi $§pi¢kami kanadskej a ontarijskej vlady. V Ottawe
prezidenta privital generalny guvernér Ray Hnatyshyn. Byvaly disident a po-
liticky vézen, ktory sa prave stal prezidentom slobodnej krajiny, predniesol
v preplnenej konferen¢nej sale Torontskej univerzity (asi 1500 ludom) emo-
tivny prejav. Predslovy predniesli Milo§ Suchma - prezident Ceskoslovenské-
ho zdruZenia v Kanade, Duan Téth - generalny tajomnik Svetového kongre-
su Slovakov, a prazsky rodak Otto Jelinek - kanadsky minister financii. Po
prejave si prezident Havel prevzal ¢estny doktorat York University, ktory mu
bol v nepritomnosti udeleny uz v roku 1982.
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- and the accompanying delegation included Miroslav Kusy - rector of Come-

nius University, Norbert Fristacky - rector of the Slovak Technical University,
and Viliam Gruska - Chairman of the Board of the Matica slovenska, (Slova-

kia’s scientific and cultural institution).

The delegation visited Ottawa and Toronto, where they met with members
of the Canadian Slovak and Czech diaspora communities and with politi-
cal leaders of the Canadian and provincial Ontario governments. In Ottawa,
President Havel was greeted by Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn. Havel, the
former dissident and political prisoner, who had just become president of
a free country, gave an emotional speech to more than 1500 people who over-
flowed Convocation Hall of the University of Toronto on 19 February. Remarks
were also made by Milo§ Suchma - president of the Czechoslovak Association
in Canada, Du$an To6th - Secretary General of the Slovak World Congress, and
the Prague native Otto Jelinek - the Canadian Minister of National Revenue.
After his speech, President Havel was presented with an Honorary Doctorate
from York University that had been awarded to him in absentia in 1982.
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Helen Romanova (vlavo),
dcéra Stefana Romana,
a reverend Dusan Téth
(vpravo) vitaju 19. februara
1990 prezidenta Vaclava
Havla v Katedrale Premenenia
Pana v Markhame nedaleko
Toronta. Foto: archiv Helen
Romanovej

v
Helen Roman (left),
daughter of Stefan Roman,
and Reverend Dusan Téth
(right) greeting President
Vdclav Havel in front of the
Cathedral of Transfiguration,
Markham, near Toronto,
19 February 1990. Photo:
archive of H. Roman

Vystlpenie predsedu Verejnosti
proti nasiliu Jana Budaja
na Torontskej univerzite
19. februara 1990. Stojaci
vedla neho Jan Langos, Viliam
Gruska a Frantisek Miklosko.
Foto: archiv Jana Budaja

»
Chairman of the Public Against
Violance Movement Jdn Budaj
adressing the audience at
the University of Toronto on
19 February 1990. Standing to
the left of him are three Slovak
leaders - Jan Langos, Viliam
Gruska and FrantiSek Miklosko.
Photo: archive of Jan Budaj

Svetovy kongres Slovakov udelil prezidentovi Havlovi Narodnu cenu. Udialo

sa to na symbolickom mieste - v impresivnej gréckokatolickej Katedrale Pre-
menenia Pana v Markhame nedaleko Toronta. Tua dal postavit podla vzoru
chrdmu vo svojom rodisku, Velkom Ruskove, zakladatel Svetového kongresu
Slovakov - podnikatel Stefan Roman. Katedralu v roku 1984 osobne vysviitil
papez Jan Pavol II. Slavnost organizovali dcéra Stefana Romana Helen Roma-

nova a reverend DusSan To6th.

Cesta slovenskych politikov do Kanady

Zaciatkom maja 1990 odletela na pracovnu navstevu Kanady a USA delegacia
Slovenskej narodnej rady (vedena predsedom Rudolfom Schusterom) a vlady
Slovenskej republiky (vedena premiérom Milanom Ci¢om), ku ktorej sa pri-
dal i predseda Federalneho zhromazdenia a legenda Prazskej jari Alexander
Dubcek. V Toronte sa jej ¢lenovia zucastnili na generdlnom zhromazdeni

Svetového kongresu Slovakov a uskutoénili mnozZstvo stretnuti s krajanmi
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- President Havel also received the Slovak World Congress Award in a symbolic

location - in the impressive new Greek Catholic Cathedral of the Transfigura-
tion in Markham, near Toronto. It was built on land donated by the founder
of the Slovak World Congress, Stephen Roman, based on the church in Velky
Ruskov, Slovakia, his birthplace, and completed after his death in 1988. In
1984, the foundation of the cathedral was personally consecrated by Pope
John Paul II. The celebration was organized by Helen Roman, the daughter
of Stephen Roman, and Reverend Dusan Toth.

Visit of Slovak Politicians tfo Canada

At the beginning of May 1990, a delegation of the Slovak National Council (led
by Speaker Rudolf Schuster) and of the Government of the Slovak Republic
(led by Prime Minister Milan Ci¢), joined by the Speaker of the Federal As-
sembly and the legend of the Prague Spring - Alexander Dubéek -- conducted
a working visit to Canada and the U.S.A. In Toronto, its members took part
in a General Assembly of the Slovak World Congress and carried out several
meetings with members of the Slovak-Canadian diaspora and representatives
of Canadian political, economic, academic and cultural life. The purpose of
the visit was to raise awareness of the Slovak Republic and to look for areas

for political and economic cooperation with Canada.

Deputy Prime Ministers Jozef Markus and Vladimir Lexa, Minister of Finance
Michal Kovac¢, Minister of Health and Social Affairs Stanislav Novak and Dep-
uty Minister of Industry Jan Holéik participated in a working lunch with
approximately 80 businessmen. The delegation also met with the “shoe king”
Thomas J. Bata (his Czech father, Toma$ Bata, who died in 1932, started the
Bata shoe company in 1894 in Zlin, Austria-Hungary. The son moved to Canada
in 1939 and expanded the company worldwide). The trip of the Slovak delega-
tion continued in the U.S.A.

The Canadian Story of Rudolf Schuster

There is no modern Slovak politician whose fate was to be so intensively as-
sociated with Canada as Rudolf Schuster. In this country, he experienced
a number of situations - from pleasant to complicated - and also connected
with its nature through his travels, which the author has depicted in two
photographic publications.
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® Privitanie oficialnej slovenskej

delegécie chlebom a solou
pred vchodom do Katedraly
Premenenia Pana v Markhame
pri Toronte v maji 1990. Spra-
va: predseda vlady SR Milan
Ci¢, predseda Federalneho
zhromazdenia CSFR Alexander
Dubcek, predseda SNR Rudolf
Schuster a Dusan Téth. Foto:
archiv Rudolfa Schustera

>
Bread and salt welcome of the
official Slovak Delegation in
front of the Cathedral of the
Transfiguration, Markham,
near Toronto in May 1990.
From right: Prime Minister
of Slovakia Milan Ci¢, Speaker
of the Czecho-Slovak Par-
liament Alexander Dubcek,
Speaker of the Slovak Par-
liament Rudolf Schuster and
Dusan Toth. Photo: archive
of R. Schuster

a s predstavitelmi kanadského politického, ekonomického, akademického -

a kulturneho Zivota. Snahou politikov bolo predstavit Slovenska republiku
a hladat oblasti pre politickt a ekonomicku spolupracu.

Na pracovnom obede s asi 80 podnikatelmi sa ztcastnili aj podpredsedovia
vlady Jozef Markus$ a Vladimir Lexa, minister financii Michal Kova¢, minis-
ter zdravotnictva a socidlnych veci Stanislav Novak a namestnik ministra
priemyslu Jan Hol¢ik. Delegdacia sa stretla i s obuvnickym kralom Tomasom
Batom (jeho otec Tomas Bata zomrel v roku 1932, zalozil v roku 1894 slavnu
obuvnicku fabriku Bata v Zline vo vtedajSom Rakusko-Uhorsku. Jeho syn sa
v roku 1939 prestahoval do Kanady a vybudoval globalnu firmu). Cesta sloven-
skej delegacie pokrac¢ovala v USA.

Kanadsky pribeh Rudolfa Schustera

Niet novodobého slovenského politika, ktorého by osud spojil s Kanadou tak
intenzivne ako Rudolfa Schustera. Prezil v tejto krajine mnozstvo situacii - pri-
jemnych, komplikovanych, ale aj objavnych, ktoré autorsky zachytil v dvoch
kniznych publikaciach.
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- After the termination of his functions in the hot seat of post-revolutionary

Speaker of the Slovak National Council, based on the agreement of the po-
litical actors, he departed on 3 August 1990 for Canada as Ambassador of the
Czech and Slovak Federative Republic to Canada. One day before flying out,
a farewell dinner was arranged in his honor by the Canadian Ambassador in
Prague, Barry Mawhinney.

Schuster’s diplomatic mission, however, was by no means smooth. Many vicis-
situdes of the ambassadorial post were related to personnel questions in the
embassy and tense relations with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Prague, but
above all to public attacks on him from some members of the diaspora com-
munity, who opposed President Havel’s nomination of a former communist
functionary to Canada. Despite these obstacles, Ambassador Schuster worked
to actively develop bilateral relations, to access the financial assistance pro-
grams of Canada, and to present the new Czecho-Slovakia to Canadian socie-
ty. He cooperated with the expatriate community, in which there prevailed
deep divisions connected with the heated discussions on the constitutional
structure of Czecho-Slovakia. He soon gained respect in the diplomatic en-
vironment and among Canadian government officials. The periodical Diplo-

mat placed Schuster among the top 10 ambassadors then working in Canada.

In this initial period of development of bilateral relations, there were visits to
Canada of representatives of the federal government - Interior Minister Jan
Lango$ (March 1991) and Minister of Labour Petr Miller (May 1991). Minister
of the Economy Vladimir Dlouhy and Minister of Foreign Trade Jozef Baksay
visited in February and March 1992, for which the Canadian-Czechoslovak
Chamber of Commerce, which was headed by Thomas J. (Tom4as) Bata, arran-

ged seminars for potential business partners in selected provinces of Canada.

As far as the republic governments were concerned, there was a visit of Depu-
ty Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic Jozef Kucerdk (October 1990), Czech
Prime Minister Petr Pithart (July 1991) and Slovak Minister of Industry Jan
Holc¢ik (August 1991).

The forerunners of our cultural diplomacy were the actors Milan Lasica, Julius
Satinsky, Marian Labuda and others, who performed for expatriots in Otta-
wa. The Czechoslovak Association in Canada in November 1990 invited the
Rados$ina Naive Theatre, and Jitka Molavcova and Jiii Suchy performed in
September of 1991.
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Po ukonéeni pésobenia v horticom porevoluénom kresle predsedu SNR vyces-
toval 3. augusta 1990 na zaklade dohody politickych aktérov za velvyslanca
CSFR do Kanady. Deti pred odletom usporiadal na jeho pocest kanadsky vel-
vyslanec v Prahe Bary Mawhinney rozluc¢kovy obed.

Pésobenie Rudolfa Schustera vsak nebolo zdaleka pokojné a hladké. Mnohé
peripetie na velvyslaneckom poste stviseli s personalnymi otazkami na amba-
sade, napitymi vztahmi s vlastnym ministerstvom zahrani¢nych veci v Prahe,
ale najma s verejnymi utokmi na jeho osobu zo strany niekolkych agilnych
krajanov, ktorym prekazalo, ze Vaclav Havel vymenoval do Kanady byvalého
komunistického funkcionara. Velvyslanec Schuster sa napriek tomu snazil ak-
tivne rozvijat dvojstranné vztahy, rozbiehat programy finan¢nej asistencie Ka-
nady a predstavovat nové Cesko-Slovensko kanadskej verejnosti. Spolupracoval
s krajanskou komunitou, v ktorej panovali hlboké rozpory spojené s vasnivy-
mi diskusiami o §tatopravnom usporiadani v Cesko-Slovensku. V diplomatic-
kom prostredi a u kanadskych vladnych predstavitelov si ¢oskoro ziskal res-
pekt. Casopis Diplomat zaradil Rudolfa Schustera medzi top 10 velvyslancov
posobiacich v Kanade.

V tomto pociato¢nom obdobi rozvoja bilateralnych vztahov zavitali do Kana-
dy predstavitelia federalnej vlady - minister vnatra Jin Lango$ (september
1990), podpredseda vlady Pavel Rychetsky spolu s predsedom Najvyssieho
sudu CSFR Otakarom Motejlom a generalnym prokuratorom CSFR Ivanom
Gagparovi¢om (marec 1991), minister prace Petr Miller (m4j 1991). Na prelome
februara a marca 1992 pricestovali minister hospodarstva Vladimir Dlouhy
a minister zahrani¢ného obchodu Jozef Baksay, pre ktorych Kanadsko-Ces-
koslovenska obchodna komora, na ¢ele ktorej stal Tomas Bata, usporiadala se-
mindre pre potencidlnych obchodnych partnerov vo vybranych provinciach
Kanady.

Z republikovych vlad islo o navstevu podpredsedu vlady SR Jozefa Kuc¢erdka
(oktéber 1990), predsedu vlady CR Petra Pittharta (jul 1991) a ministra prie-
myslu vlady SR Jana Hol¢ika (august 1991).

Priekopnikmi nasej kultirnej diplomacie boli herci Milan Lasica, Julius Sa-
tinsky, Marian Labuda a dals$i, ktori mali v septembri 1990 v Ottawe vystu-
penia pre krajanov. Ceskoslovenské zdruzenie v Kanade pozvalo v novembri
1990 Radosinské naivné divadlo a v septembri 1991 ui¢inkovali v Ottawe Jitka
Molavcova a Jii'i Suchy.
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- Following the adoption of the Lustration Law, in April 1992, Ambassador

Schuster was recalled due to the fact that he had held a high position in the
previous regime in the Communist Party of Slovakia. The premature termi-
nation of his assignment in Canada was difficult for him. He described his
entire activity in the Slovak National Council and in Canada in the publica-
tion Ultimatum, in which he also included extensive documentary and pho-
tographic material.

The Canadian story of Rudolf Schuster did, however, have a happy ending.
Ten years later, in June 2002, he was received in Canada with the highest
honors as President (1999-2004) of the independent Slovak Republic, and
a year later, during a working visit to Canada, he was awarded an honorary
doctorate by the University of Ottawa.

Canada attracted Schuster even after his departure from political life. He
returned there twice as a traveller and photographer. In 2008 he visited Hud-
son Bay and a year later published a book Churchill Polar Bears. Furthermore,
in the summer of 2013 he carried out an almost month-long expedition
across Canada, which he depicted in the photographic book Canada, from

Sea to Sea.
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Po prijati lustra¢ného zakona musel Rudolf Schuster v aprili 1992 Kanadu -

opustit vzhladom na fakt, Ze bol v byvalom rezime vo vysokych funkciach v Ko-
munistickej strane Slovenska. Pred¢asné ukonéenie svojho posobenia znasal
tazko. Celé svoje posobenie v SNR a Kanade opisal v kniznej publikacii Ulti-
matum, do ktorej zaradil i obsiahly dokumentaény a fotograficky material.

Kanadsky pribeh Rudolfa Schustera mal v§ak napokon pozitivne vyustenie.
O desat rokov neskor, v juni 2002, bol v Ottawe prijaty s najvy$§imi poctami
ako prezident samostatnej Slovenskej republiky a rok nato si po¢as pracovnej
cesty do Kanady prevzal na Ottawskej univerzite ¢estny doktorat.

Kanada pritahovala Rudolfa Schustera i po odchode z politického Zivota. Vra-
til sa sem dvakrat ako cestovatel a fotograf. Z pobytu v Hudsonovom zalive
v roku 2008 vydal knihu Churchillské ladové medvede (vysla v roku 2009).
V lete 2013 uskuto¢nil takmer mesaénu expediciu naprie¢ Kanadou, z ktorej
sa v roku 2014 zrodila vypravna fotograficka kniha Kanada, od mora k moru.
Canada, from Sea to Sea.
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Il The \elvet Divorce and the Beginning of Bilateral

Cooperation of Slovakia with Canada (1993-13998]

Canada carefully followed developments in Czecho-Slovakia, and made it
clear that if the division of the federation took place in a peaceful and consti-
tutional manner, then it would recognize both new republics and establish
diplomatic relations with them. This happened immediately on 1 January
1993 when the Slovak Republic became independent.

Slovakia’s first ambassador to Canada was in place from the very beginning.
The task was entrusted to the former Deputy of the Slovak Council and writer
Anton Hykisch, who travelled to Ottawa on 7 December 1992. His deputy was
the young career diplomat (and today Vice-President of the European Com-
mission) Maro$ Sef¢ovi¢, who moved to Canada from the embassy in Zimba-
bwe on 30 December, literally in the last hours of the existence of Czecho-Slo-
vakia. The emotion of the time is captured in Seféovi¢’s published memoir:
“T will never forget how on New Year’s Eve at midnight on 1 January 1993 we
raised the Slovak flag on the flagpole before the embassy. There was a huge
burst of emotion. At that time, we didn’t know how everything would turn out.
On the one hand there was the feeling of nostalgia for Czecho-Slovakia and on
the other hand also defiance and pride in our country, and the feeling that we

simply must succeed.”

Anton Hykisch took part in the 1 January New Year’s reception of the diplo-
matic corps in Ottawa, at which the Governor General of Canada, Ray Hnaty-
shyn, called on those present to form a corridor and welcomed the ambassa-
dor of the new state on the map of Europe - the Slovak Republic.

Beginnings

The tandem Hykisch-Sef¢ovi¢ had to overcome the initial material and organ-
izational difficulties of the embassy and above all to cope with the many ten-
sions that arose from the internal political complications in both states. In
Slovakia, it was the nationalist-populist era of Prime Minister Vladimir Mediar,
and in Canada, the tense situation connected with the passionate debate on
the question of independence for the majority-French-speaking province of
Quebec (the referendum of 30 October 1995 ended with a very small margin in
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I N \ezny rozvod a Start bilateralne] spoluprace

e Budova slovenskej
ambasady v Ottawe, januar
1993. Foto: archiv Antona
Hykischa

>

e Slovak Embassy in Ottawa,
January 1993. Photo:
archive of Anton Hykisch

Slovenska s Kanadou (1993 — 19388)

Kanada velmi pozorne sledovala vyvoj v Cesko-Slovensku a dala najavo, ze ak
sa rozdelenie federacie udeje pokojnym a tstavnym sposobom, tak bez prob-
lémov uznd obe nové republiky a nadviaze s nimi diplomatické vztahy. Stalo
sa tak hned 1. januara 1993.

Slovensko malo v Kanade od zacdiatku svojho velvyslanca. Stal sa nim byvaly
poslanec NR SR a znamy spisovatel Anton Hykisch, ktory pricestoval do Otta-
wy 7. decembra 1992. Jeho zastupcom bol mlady kariérny diplomat a dnes
podpredseda Eurépskej komisie Marog Seféovié, ktorého rezort diplomacie
presunul do Kanady z ambasady v Zimbabwe 30. decembra, doslova v posled-
nych hodinéch existencie Cesko-Slovenska. Emotivnost tejto doby zachytava
Seféovitova publikovana spomienka: ,,Nikdy nezabudnem, ako sme na Silvestra
o polnoci na 1. janudra 1993 vztycovali slovensku vlajku na stoziar pred velvy-
slanectvom. Bol to obrovsky zhluk emdcii. Vtom ¢ase sme nevedeli, ako to vietko
dopadne. Na jednej strane bolo citit nostalgiu za Cesko-Slovenskom a na druhej
taky slovensky vzdor a hrdost na svoju krajinu, Ze to predsa musime zvladnut.”
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- favour of remaining in the Canadian federation.) Negative articles appeared

in the Canadian press about Slovakia as the “spoiler of the good Czecho-Slo-
vak federation.” Ambassador Hykisch tried to present the new country in
a positive light in speeches at different seminars, lectures at universities, and

publications in the media.

Canadian Diplomatic Representation in Slovakia

The Government of Canada decided that the Slovak Republic would continue
to be covered diplomatically from its embassy in Prague, which at the time of
the division of the federation was led by Ambassador Paul Frazer, and from
1994-1997 by Ambassador Alain Dudoit. In April 1994, the embassy opened
its office in Bratislava and took on as project manager the Slovak Magdaléna
Cernanska (who remains with the Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratisla-
va). She was responsible for supporting a wide spectrum of programs within
the framework of Canadian development aid, which was managed from Au-
gust of 1994 by Terrence Mooney - Counselor and Director of the Program for
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Velvyslanec SR v Kanade

Anton Hykisch (vlavo) po

odovzdani poverovacich

listin do rak generalneho

guvernéra Raya Hnatyshyna

v Quebecu vo februari 1993.

Foto: archiv Antona Hykischa
N

Ambassador of Slovakia

to Canada Anton Hykisch

(left) after presenting his

credentials to Governor

General Ray Hnatyshyn

in Quebec City in February

of 1993. Photo: archive of

A. Hykisch

Velvyslanec Anton
Hykisch (vlavo) na prijatf
u kanadského premiéra
Jeana Chrétiena v Ottawe,
april 1994. Foto: archiv
Antona Hykischa

<
Ambassador Anton Hykisch
(left) welcomed by Prime
Minister of Canada Jean
Chrétien in Ottawa on April
1994. Photo: archive of
A. Hykisch

Anton Hykisch sa zaG¢astnil 1. januara novoro¢nej recepcie diplomatického -

zboru, na ktorej generalny guvernér Ray Hnatyshyn vyzval pritomnych, aby
utvorili koridor, a privolal si velvyslanca nového $tatu na mape sveta - Sloven-
skej republiky.

Nelahké zaciatky

Tandem Hykisch - Seféovi¢ musel prekonéavat poc¢iato¢né materidlne a orga-
niza¢né tazkosti novej ambasady, a najmé vyrovnavat sa s mnohymi tenziami,
ktoré vyplyvali z vnutropolitickych komplikacii v oboch $tatoch. Na Slovensku
to bola nacionalisticko-populisticka éra premiéra Meciara a v Kanade napita
situdcia spojend s va$nivou diskusiou o osamostatneni po francuzsky hovoria-
cej provincie Quebec (referendum z 30. oktébra 1995 sa skonéilo len velmi tes-
nou vid§inou za zotrvanie provincie Quebec v kanadskej federacii). V kanad-
skej tladi sa zadali objavovat negativne ¢lanky o Slovensku ako o ,rozbijacovi
dobrej ¢esko-slovenskej federacie®. Velvyslanec Hykisch sa snazil popri inych
aktivitach predstavovat nova krajinu vystdpeniami na réznych seminaroch,
prednaskami na univerzitach a publikovanim v médiach.

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 25 ROKOV 39



- Technical Assistance (he was based in Prague but regularly visited Bratislava).

In the spring of 1994, Bratislava lawyer Pavol Erban became the Honorary

Consul of Canada in Slovakia, and he continued in this function until 1998.

First Governmental Mission from Canada

Canada appreciated the peaceful and constitutional division of Czecho-Slo-
vakia and already in January 1993 decided to send to both new republics
a trade and investment delegation led by Minister of National Revenue Otto
Jelinek, who later became Ambassador of Canada to the Czech Republic. The
delegation visited Prague and Bratislava from 23-29 January, where it car-
ried out a series of negotiations at the ministerial level and also met with
the highest government representatives - Czech Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus

and Slovak Prime Minister Vladimir Mediar.

First Official Visits to Canada from Slovakia

In February of 1993 the Czechoslovak-Canadian Chamber of Commerce was
divided in Toronto. Thomas J. (Toma$) Bata and Minister Otto Jelinek, as well
as Ambassador Hykisch spoke at the event. The Slovak-Canadian Chamber
of Commerce was founded in November 1993. Already earlier, in September,
a banking delegation visited Canada led by Governor of the National Bank of
Slovakia Vladimir Masar. The result of the visit was the deletion of Slovakia
from the group of “risk countries,” which facilitated mutual trade and tech-

nical assistance programs.

In the first year of Slovak independence, there were official visits to Canada
by Attorney General Vojtech Bacho (August), Minister of Agriculture Peter
Baco (September) and Speaker of the Slovak National Council (and later Presi-
dent of Slovakia from 2004 to 2014) Ivan Gagparovi¢ (October). In 1994, visits
were undertaken by deputies of the National Council of the Slovak Repub-
lic from the Committee for Defence and Security Ladislav Polka and Anton
Hrnko (January), and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the interim Moravéik
Government, Eduard Kukan (April), who was received by Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien and the Ministers of National Defence David M. Collenette and
Foreign Affairs André Ouellet. In May 1994 Minister of Culture Lubo Roman

visited Canada, where in Toronto he visited many cultural sites and met with
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Kanadské diplomatické zastipenie na Slovensku

Kanadska vlada sa rozhodla, Ze Slovenskt republiku bude diplomaticky na-
dalej pokryvat zo svojho velvyslanectva v Prahe, ktoré v ¢ase rozdelenia fede-
racie viedol velvyslanec Paul Frazer a od roku 1994 do 1997 velvyslanec Alain
Dudoit. V aprili 1994 velvyslanectvo otvorilo svoju kancelariu v Bratislave a pri-
jalo za projektovi manazérku Slovenku Magdalénu Cernanska (doposial
pdsobi v Kancelarii velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave). Mala na starosti pod-
poru irokého spektra programov v ramci kanadskej rozvojovej pomoci, kto-
ru viedol do augusta 1998 Terrence Mooney - poradca a riaditel programu
technickej pomoci (posobil v Prahe a pravidelne prichddzal do Bratislavy).
Na jar 1994 sa stal honorarnym konzulom Kanady na Slovensku bratislavsky
advokat Pavol Erben, ktory v tejto funkcii pésobil do roku 1998.

Prva vladna misia z Kanady

Kanada ocenila pokojné a tstavné rozdelenie Cesko-Slovenska a rozhodla sa
uz v januari 1993 vyslat do oboch novych republik obchodno-investi¢nu de-
legaciu pod vedenim ministra financii Otta Jelinka, ktory sa neskor stal vel-
vyslancom Kanady v Ceskej republike. Delegacia navstivila 23. - 29. januéra
Prahu a Bratislavu, kde mala sériu rokovani na ministerskej urovni a stretla
sa aj s najvys$simi vladnymi predstavitelmi - premiérmi Vaclavom Klausom

a Vladimirom Mediarom.

Prveé oficialne navstevy Kanady zo Slovenska

Vo februari 1993 sa v Toronte rozdelila Kanadsko-Ceskoslovenska obchodna
komora. Na podujati vystapili Tomas Bata a minister Otto Jelinek, ako aj vel-
vyslanec Hykisch. Slovensko-kanadska obchodna komora bola zalozena v no-
vembri 1993. Este predtym, v septembri, zavitala do Kanady bankova dele-
géacia vedena guvernérom Narodnej banky Slovenska Vladimirom Masarom.
Vysledkom navstevy bolo vynatie Slovenska zo skupiny ,rizikovych krajin®, ¢o
uvolnilo vzajomny obchod a programy technickej pomoci.

V prvom roku nezavislého Slovenska navstivili Kanadu z oficidlnych predsta-

vitelov generdlny prokurator Vojtech Bacho (august), minister polnohospo-
darstva Peter Baco (september) a predseda Narodnej rady SR Ivan Gasparovic¢
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- Slovak expatriates. In September, Minister of National Defence Collenette

discussed with Slovak Minister of Economy Peter Magvasi and major firms
the possible restoration of the armaments industry in Slovakia. In April 1995,
Slovak Minister of the Environment Jozef Zlocha and Minister of Defence
Jan Sitek visited Canada. In July 1995 the Parliamentary Assembly of the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe took place in Ottawa, in
which a Slovak parliamentary delegation composed of Augustin Marian Hus-
ka, Dusan Slobodnik and Jan Carnogursky participated.

Cooperation of the Armed Forces

Canada was instrumental in the development of the Slovak Armed Forces in
the first years of the independent state. Already from 1993, Canada provid-
ed language and professional training for Slovak officers, including special
courses for members of United Nations peacekeeping missions. In August
1994, Canadian Minister of National Defence David M. Collenette visited Slo-
vakia. Under the Military Training Assistance Program (MTAP) of the Cana-
dian Ministry of National Defence, from 1993-2007412 Slovak military and
civilian personnel underwent training in Canada. While subsidized training
ceased as a result of Slovakia joining NATO, Slovak personnel remain eligible

for training on a cost-recovery basis.

During February 1993, Canadian engineers under Col. David Harries quickly
developed a proposal for the organizational structure of SLOVENGBAT (engi-
neer battalion and required equipment), Slovakia’s contribution to the UN-
PROFOR peace mission in the former Yugoslavia between 1993 and 1996. Ca-

nadian engineers and SLOVENGBAT closely cooperated in this mission.
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e Generalne zhromazdenie

Svetového kongresu
Slovakov sa konalo
v Koncertnej sieni Slovenskej
filharmoénie v Bratislave
16. méja 1993. Asi sto
delegétov z celého sveta
pozdravil predseda SKS
Marian Stastny z Kanady.
Foto: archiv TASR

<
General Assembly of the
Slovak World Congress at the
Slovak Philarmonic Concert
Hall in Bratislava on 16 May
1993. President of the SWC
Maridn Stastny from Canada
greeted about 100 delegates
from all over the world.
Photo: archive of TASR

Slovenska parlamentna
delegécia v Ottawe, jul
1995. Zlava: Maro$ Seftovig,
zastupca velvyslanca SR
v Kanade, profesor Mark
Stolarik, Dusan Slobodnik,
minister kultary SR,
pracovnitka ambasady,
velvyslanec Anton Hykisch,
poslanci NR SR Augustin
Marian Hdska a Jan
Carnogursky. Foto: archiv
Marka Stolarika

>
Slovak Parliamentary
delegation in Ottawa, July
1995. From left: Maros
Seféovi¢, Deputy Chief of
Mission, Professor Mark
Stoldrik, Dusan Slobodnik -
Minister of Culture of the
SR, Embassy employee,
Ambassador Anton Hykisch,
members of the Slovak
Parliament Augustin Maridn
Hdska and Jdn Carnogursky.
Photo: archive of M. Stoldrik

s delegaciou (oktober). V roku 1994 to boli poslanci NR SR z vyboru pre obranu -

a bezpecnost Ladislav Polka a Anton Hrnko (janudar), minister zahrani¢nych
veci docasnej Moravéikovej vlady Eduard Kukan (april), ktorého prijali pre-
miér Jean Chrétien a ministri obrany a zahrani¢nych veci. V. maji 1994 zavital
do Kanady minister kultary Lubo Roman, ktory v Toronte navstivil mnohé
kulturne stanky a stretol sa s krajanmi. V septembri rokoval s kanadskym mi-
nistrom obrany Davidom M. Collenettom a s vyznamnymi firmami minister
hospodarstva SR Peter Magvasi o moznom oziveni zbrojarskeho priemyslu.
V aprili 1995 navs$tivil Kanadu minister Zivotného prostredia SR Jozef Zlocha
a minister obrany Jan Sitek. V juli 1995 sa v Ottawe konalo parlamentné zhro-
mazdenie Organizacie pre bezpe¢nost a spolupracu v Eurdpe, na ktorom sa
zulastnila parlamentna delegacia NR SR v zloZeni Augustin Marian Huska,
Dusan Slobodnik a Jan Carnogursky.

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 25 ROKOV 43



- On the Slovak side, the operation was coordinated by Lieutenant Colonel

Miloslav Nad (later he was Slovakia’s ambassador in Iraq). Slovak engineers
(from February 1994 up to 606 soldiers) significantly contributed to the mit-
igation of the consequences of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where
most bridges had been destroyed, by helping to repair them. Similarly, they
helped in parts of Croatia affected by the war. This joint Canadian-Slovak
peacekeeping operation was reported by the newspapers Washington Post
and the New York Times.

On 9 April 1995, Slovak Minister of Defence Jan Sitek and Canadian Minister
of National Defence Collenette signed in Toronto an Agreement between the
Government of the Slovak Republic and the Government of Canada on mili-
tary relations.

In addition to UNPROFOR, the Canadian and Slovak Armed Forces worked
closely together in Kandahar, Afghanistan as part of the NATO-led Interna-
tional Security Assistance Force (ISAF). Close cooperation in the area of de-
fence between our countries continues to this day, particularly in the NATO
enhanced Forward Presence in the Baltics, in the Canada-led sector in Latvia,
to which Slovakia contributed a deployment beginning in 2018.
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Velvyslanec Anton Hykisch
na stretnuti so slovenskymi
vojakmi na kanadskej vojenskej
zékladni v Bordene v r. 1997.
Foto: archiv Antona Hykischa
v
Ambassador Anton Hykisch
meeting Slovak soldiers at the
Canadian traning base in Camp
Borden, 1997. Photo: archive of
A. Hykisch

Spolupraca slovenskych
a kanadskych Zenistov
v Bosne a Hercegovine
v rdmci mierovej misie
UNPROFOR. Podplukovnik
Miloslav Nad' (vlavo)
a plukovnik David Harries
(vpravo) v r. 1993. Foto:
archiv Miloslava Nada

>
Cooperatin between Slovak
and Canadian engineers in
Bosnia and Herzegovina
within the peacekeeping
mission UNPROFOR.
Lieutenant Colonel Miloslav
Nad  (left) and Col. David
Harries (right) in 1993.
Photo: archive of M. Nad'

Kanadsky major Aaron
Corey (v strede) a slovensky
kapitan Jozef Hrasko
(vpravo), velitelia posilnenej
vojenskej pritomnosti NATO
v LotySsku pocas cvicenia
mnohonarodnostnych sil,
august 2018. Foto: eFP BG
ROTO 3 LATVIA Imagery,
© 2018 DND-MDN Canada
<c
Canadian Major Aaron Corey
(center) and Slovak Captain
Jozef Hrasko (right), NATO
Enhanced Forward Presence
Battle Group Latvia company
commanders, during
large-scale multinational
exercises in Latvia (August,
2018). Photo: eFP BG ROTO
3 LATVIA Imagery, © 2018
DND-MDN Canada

Spolupraca ozbrojenych sil

Kanada bola ndpomocna pri rozvoji slovenskych ozbrojenych sil bezprostred-
ne po vzniku samostatnej SR. Uz od roku 1993 poskytovala pre nasich déstoj-
nikov jazykové a odborné skolenia vratane $pecidlnych kurzov pre prislusni-
kov mierovych sil Organizacie Spojenych narodov (Gzka spolupréaca v oblasti
obrany pretrvava medzi nasimi krajinami do dnes$nych dni). V auguste 1994
navstivil Slovensko minister narodnej obrany Kanady David M. Collenette.

V ramci Programu pomoci vo vojenskej priprave (MTAP) kanadského minis-
terstva narodnej obrany sa v rokoch 1993 - 2007 v Kanade 8kolilo 412 sloven-
skych vojenskych a civilnych pracovnikov. Po vstupe Slovenska do NATO sa
dotované odborné vzdelavanie ukoncilo. Slovensky personal sa vSak za thra-

du méze skolit i nadalej.
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I Cultural Diplomacy

The Slovak Embassy in Ottawa helped to support and organize a number
of cultural events. In the times of the decline in prestige of Slovakia due to
Mediar’s undemocratic acts, cultural diplomacy had particular significance.
In November 1993, the Canadian-Slovak Music Fund was founded in Montre-
al (the initiator was the opera singer and organizer of musical events Alain
Nonat). In November the opera singers Andrea Dankova and Eva Blahova per-
formed in Montreal and Ottawa. In May 1995, the Slovak actors Darina Las¢iak-
ova, Julius Pantik and Stanislav Bachleda toured Canada with a program of
poetry and songs, and a Slovak stand was included in the Meet the World
exhibition in the Canadian Parliament. In November 1995 a gala benefit con-
cert of Slovak music (Suchon, Cikker, Hru$ovsky) was held in Montreal, per-
formed by Angele Dubeau and Marian Lapsansky. In May 1996, the chamber
music group Musa ludens held a concert at the Chateau Laurier hotel in
Ottawa, and in June the Bratislava Children’s Choir had a successful concert
in St. Andrew’s Church in Ottawa, after which there followed a month-long
concert tour around Canada. At the same time, the Czechoslovak Association
in Canada arranged a performance of the duo Lasica and Satinsky. In August
1996, there was a ceremonial opening of the International Congress of Ge-
nealogical and Heraldic Sciences in Ottawa, with a separate extensive ex-
position from Slovakia. The well-known experts Zdenko Alexy and Ladislav
Vrtel participated from Slovakia. Stanislav J. Kirshbaum (born in Bratislava)
published in this period two books: A History of Slovakia. The Struggle for
Survival (1995) and Historical Dictionary of Slovakia (1999).

e Zotvorenia vystavy Stefan

Boleslav Roman - zakladatel
Svetového kongresu Slovakov
vo Vlastivednom muzeu
v Trebisove v den jeho
nedozitych 75. narodenin
17. aprila 1996 za Gcasti jeho
dcéry Helen E. Romanovej-
Barberovej z Toronta
(v strede). Reverend Dusan
Téth (vlavo) a Mons. Jan
Hirka, biskup gréckokatolickej
cirkvi na Slovensku (vpravo).
Foto: archiv TASR

v
From the openning of the
exhibition “Stefan Roman -
Founder of the Slovak
World Congress” in Trebisov
Museum, Eastern Slovakia,
on the occasion of what would
have been his 75t birthday,
17 April 1996. His daughter
Helen E. Roman-Barber from
Toronto (center), Reverend
Dusan Téth (left) and Slovak
Bishop of the Greek Catholic
Church Jan Hirka (right).
Photo: archive of TASR
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V priebehu februara 1993 kanadski Zenisti pod vedenim plk. Davida Harriesa -

urychlene vypracovali navrh organizaé¢nej Struktury (Zenijny prapor a poza-
dovana technika). Kanadski Zenisti a SLOVENGBAT uzko spolupracovali v ro-
koch 1993 -1996 v mierovej misii UNPROFOR v byvalej Juhoslavii. Za slovensku
stranu operdciu koordinoval pplk. Miloslav Nad (neskér bol velvyslancom SR
v Iraku). Slovenski Zenisti (od februara 1994 aZ 606 vojakov) prispeli velkou
mierou k zmiernovaniu nasledkov vojny v Bosne a Hercegovine, kde bola o. i.
znifend vic§ina mostov. Podobne pomahali aj vo vojnou zasiahnutych ¢astiach
Chorvatska. O tejto kanadsko-slovenskej mierovej operacii sa zmienili aj den-

niky Wahington Post a New York Times.

Deviateho aprila 1995 minister obrany SR Jan Sitek a minister narodnej obra-
ny Kanady David M. Collenette podpisali v Toronte Dohodu medzi vladou SR
a vladou Kanady tykajdacu sa vojenskych vztahov.

Okrem misie UNPROFOR spolupracovali kanadské a slovenské ozbrojené
sily v Kandahari v Afganistane ako sucast Medzinarodnych bezpeé¢nostnych
asistenénych sil pod vedenim NATO (ISAF). Uzka spolupraca v oblasti obrany
medzi nasimi krajinami pokracuje dodnes, najmé v ramci posilnenej pri-
tomnosti NATO v Pobalti, v sektore vedenom Kanadou v Loty$sku. Slovensko
tam prispelo nasadenim 152 vojakov od leta 2018.

Kultdrna diplomacia

Slovenskd ambasada sa snazila podporovat a organizovat pocetné kulttrne pod-
ujatia. V ¢asoch prepadu prestiZe Slovenska z dévodov Meciarovej nedemokra-
tickej politiky mala kulttirna diplomacia obzvlast velky vyznam. V novembri
1993 bol v Montreale zaloZeny Kanadsko-slovensky hudobny fond (iniciatorom
bol operny spevak a organizator hudobného Zzivota Alain Nonat) a spevacka
Eva Blahova mala dva tuspesné koncerty klasickej hudby. V novembri v Mon-
treale a Ottawe koncertovali operné spevacky Andrea Dankova a Eva Blahova.
V maji 1995 sa uskutoc¢nil zajazd slovenskych hercov - Dariny Lasc¢iakovej,
Jaliusa Pantika a Stanislava Bachledu, s programom poézie a piesni a na podu-
jati Meet the World v kanadskom parlamente bol slovensky stanok. V novembri
1995 bol v Montreale benefi¢ny galakoncert slovenskej hudby (Suchon, Cikker,
Hrusovsky) v interpretacii Angele Dubeau a Maridna LapSanského. V maji
1996 umelecky subor stredovekého umenia Musa ludens koncertoval v centre
Ottawy v priestoroch hotela Chateau Laurier a v juni mal Bratislavsky detsky
zbor uspesny koncert v St. Andrew’s Church v Ottawe, po ktorom nasledovalo
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- To encourage a greater knowledge and understanding of Canada, the Govern-

ment of Canada has supported since the mid-1990 s academic cooperation
with Slovakia through the Canadian Studies grant program (replaced in 2008
by the Understanding Canada Program). This initiative has offered many
Slovak academic institutions, researchers, scholars, and students, commonly
known as Canadianists, assistance in studying or conducting research on
Canada, as well as developing courses and publications about Canada. The
first and biggest Canadian studies centre was established in 1993 at Come-
nius University in Bratislava under the leadership of prof. Maria Huttova.
There are also active Canadianists at other Slovak universities (Banska Bys-

trica and Ruzomberok).

Honorary Consuls and Expatriots

In the vast country of Canada, work was started on the establishment of
honorary consulates, headed by honorary consuls from the ranks of success-
ful Slovak-Canadians. The first was the consulate in Calgary, established in
1993, until 2014 led by the world-renowned chemical engineer and inventor
Ludovit Zanzotto. Others were opened in 1994 in Toronto (John Vojtech-Ste-
phens), Montreal (Mark Kmec), Vancouver (Stanislav Lisiak) and Winnipeg
(Jozef Kigka).

The specific feature of the diplomatic mission in Canada was, and to a great
extent remains, the extraordinarily active and diverse diaspora community,
whose members often publicly promoted their views about Slovakia. Ambas-
sador Anton Hykisch wrote in his memoirs: “The embrace of compatriots has
a wide range - at one end are the Czechoslovakists [who underscore the com-
monalities of Czechs and Slovaks in one state], on the other hand, the “ne-
oludaci” [those who adhere to the memory of the WWII Slovak People’s Party,
advocating for an independent Slovakia] and added the same observation
made by later Slovak diplomats in Canada: “you will easily become the target
of attacks.”

Several Slovaks who found a home in Canada had held important functions
in the wartime Slovak Republic (1939-1945), a client state of Nazi Germany
(for example Jozef M. Kirschbaum, Karol Murin and others).

Among well-known Slovak-Canadians at that time was the musician and

publicist Peter Breiner, who emigrated to Canada in 1992 and settled in To-

ronto, where he lived until 2007, when he moved to New York. In addition to
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mesacéné turné po Kanade. V tom istom termine usporiadalo Ceskoslovenské -

zdruzenie v Kanade vystupenie Lasicu a Satinského. V auguste 1996 bolo na
ottawskej radnici slavnostné otvorenie Medzinarodného genealogického
a heraldického kongresu so samostatnou obsiahlou expoziciou Slovenska. Zo
Slovenska sa ho zucastnili znami odbornici Zdenko Alexy a Ladislav Vrtel. Bra-
tislavsky rodak, profesor Stanislav J. Kirshbaum z York University v Toronte
vydal v tomto obdobi dve knihy o dejinach Slovenska: A History of Slovakia.
The Struggle for Survival (1995) a Historical Dictionary of Slovakia (1999).

S cielom roz§irit znalosti o Kanade, jej hodnotach a kulture kanadska vlada
podporovala od polovice 90. rokov akademicku spolupracu prostrednictvom
grantového programu kanadskych §tudii (ktory bol v r. 2008 nahradeny progra-
mom Porozumiet Kanade). Tato iniciativa poskytla mnohym slovenskym aka-
demickym institiicidm, vyskumnikom, odbornikom a $tudentom, ktori st v8e-
obecne znami ako kanadianisti, podporu pri §tadiu alebo vyskume o Kanade
a v Kanade, ako aj pri priprave kurzov a publikacii venovanych krajine javo-
rového listu. Prvé a najvicsie centrum kanadskych studii vzniklo v r. 1993 pod
vedenim prof. Méarie Huttovej na pode Univerzity Komenského. Dal$i aktivni
kanadianisti pdsobia na univerzitach v Banskej Bystrici a v Ruzomberku.

Honorarni konzuli a krajania

V rozlahlej Kanade sa zacali prace na zriadovani honorarnych konzulatov,
na Cele ktorych boli honorarni konzuli z radov uspes$nych krajanov. Prvym
bol konzulat v Calgary, zriadeny v roku 1993, ktory viedol az do roku 2014
svetozndmy chemicky inzinier a vynalezca I'udovit Zanzotto. Dal$ie boli otvo-
rené v roku 1994 v Toronte (Vojtech Stephens), Montreale (Mark Kmec), Van-
couveri (Stanislav Lisiak) a Winnipegu (Jozef Kiska).

Specifikom diplomatickej misie v Kanade boli, a do zna¢nej miery zostavaju
dodnes, mimoriadne aktivni a roznorodi krajania, ktori ¢asto verejne presa-
dzuju svoje pohlady na Slovensko. Literarne zdatny velvyslanec Anton Hykisch
spomina na krajanov v skratke takto: ,,Narucie krajanov ma siroké rozpditie -
na jednom konci st ¢echoslovakisti, na druhom konci neoluddci,” a dodal
skusenost zhodnu aj so spomienkami neskorsich slovenskych diplomatov,
Llahko sa stanete teréom ttokov.”

V Kanade nasli domov aj viaceri Slovaci, ktori zastavali v Slovenskej republike

z rokov 1939 - 1945 délezité politické funkcie (napriklad Jozef M. Kirschbaum,
Karol Murin a dalsi).
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- presenting Canada to the Slovak public, he openly criticized socio-political

developments in Meciar’s Slovakia. He performed in the popular TV political
cabaret An Evening of Milan Markovi¢ (1993-1994) and regularly contributed to
Slovak media. His columns entitled From the Other Riverbank were published
in the newspaper SME, and Maple Leaves in the weekly Domino Forum. In
1998 he published a successful book also called Maple Leaves. He still collab-
orates on many projects with Slovak musicians.

On 1 January 2018, President Andrej Kiska bestowed on Peter Breiner the
Ludovit Star award First Class for “Outstanding Merit for Development in
the Field of Culture, Musical Art and the Promotion of the Good Name of the
Slovak Republic Abroad”.

Critical Perception of the Meciar Government

In the first years of Slovak statehood, Canada was particularly sensitive about
undemocratic steps and the undermining of the rule of law by the Meciar
government. As a key NATO country, it expressed serious reservations toward
the autocratic practices of the Meciar government. The Slovak ambassador
was called into the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs and International
Trade for an unpleasant discussion, and instructions to defend the govern-
ment and arrange high-level audiences in Canada could simply not be car-
ried out. Interventions to request the abolition of the visa requirement for
Slovak citizens to visit Canada were also unsuccessful, as this depended on ful-
filling objective criteria established by the Canadian Ministry of Citizenship
and Immigration that had not yet been met.

On 4 October 1996 in the session of the Atlantic Council in Ottawa, it was de-
cided that Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Poland would be invited to join
NATO. Slovakia was not to be included in the invitation due to the undemo-
cratic actions of the Mec¢iar government. On 28 October 1996, Canada’s Spe-
cial Representative for NATO Enlargement Michael Bell confirmed that
Slovakia would not be included in the first group of states invited to join
NATO. At the beginning of 1997, Canada refused to accept a visit by Minister
of Foreign Affairs Pavol Hamzik, thus sending a clear signal of displeasure to
the Slovak government.

Ambassador Hykisch resigned and returned home in the summer of 1997. He

refused to serve a government which in his words clearly damaged the new
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e Prezident SR Michal
Kovac (vpravo) prijal
11. septembra 1997
kanadského velvyslanca
Ronalda Halpina
v Bratislave. Foto: archiv
Kancelarie prezidenta SR

>

® President of the Slovak
republic Michal Kovad¢
(right) received Canadian
Ambassador Ronald Halpin
(left), 11 September 1997, in
Bratislava. Photo: archive
of the Presidential office
of the SR

Spomedzi kanadskych Slovakov bol v tomto obdobi na Slovensku najviditel- -

nej$im hudobny umelec a publicista Peter Breiner, ktory do Kanady emigroval
v roku 1992 a usadil sa v Toronte (kde Zil do roku 2007, ked sa prestahoval do
New Yorku). Okrem priblizovania Kanady slovenskému publiku sa kriticky vy-
jadroval k spolo¢ensko-politickému vyvoju na Slovensku. Vystupoval v popu-
larnom televiznom politickom kabarete Veder Milana Markovi¢a (1993 - 1994)
a pravidelne prispieval do slovenskych médii. Svoje postrehy pod nazvom
Z druhého brehu publikoval v denniku SME a Javorové listy v tyzdenniku Do-
mino férum. V roku 1998 vydal uspesna knihu pod nazvom Javorové listy.
Dodnes spolupracuje na mnohych projektoch so slovenskymi hudobnikmi.
Prvého januara 2018 mu prezident Andrej Kiska udelil vyznamenanie Rad
Ludovita Stara 1. triedy ,,za mimoriadne zasluhy o rozvoj v oblasti kultary, hu-
dobného umenia a o $irenie dobrého mena Slovenskej republiky v zahrani¢i®.

Kritické vnimanie Meciarovej vlady

Kanada v prvych rokoch slovenskej $tatnosti mimoriadne citlivo vnimala ne-
demokratické kroky slovenskej vlady. Ako klu¢ova krajina NATO vyjadrovala
vazne vyhrady vo¢i autoritativnym praktikdm Meciarovej vlady. Slovensky
velvyslanec bol pozyvany na neprijemny ,koberéek® a pokyny z ustredia, aby
obhajoval vladu a zariadil prijatia na vysokej irovni v Kanade, jednoducho
splnit nemohol. Takisto nepomahali ani intervencie za zruSenie vizovej povin-
nosti pre ob¢anov SR.
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- state. However, he bade farewell to Canada in a worthy manner. On 22 July

1997, there was a farewell reception in the embassy building with over 200 par-
ticipants, including Deputy Prime Minister of Canada Herb Gray. As recog-
nition of his difficult mission, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada Ouellet
awarded Ambassador Hykisch the honorary medal of the Corps diplomatique
Canada.

On 3 December 1997 in Ottawa, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Re-
public Zdenka Kramplova signed on behalf of the Slovak government the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer

of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (the Ottawa Treaty).

Zdenka Kramplova and the End of Meciarism

From the perspective of the young Slovak diplomatic service, it is difficult to
imagine a more telling example of the contradictory period of the govern-
ment of Vladimir Me¢iar than the case of Zdenka Kramplova. In 1997, Me¢iar
appointed her as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. After his
loss in the elections of September 1998, the Premier wanted to reward his
loyal supporters by sending them to diplomatic posts. In October of 1998,
Kramplova was entrusted by outgoing Acting President Meciar to carry out
the job of Ambassador of Slovakia to Canada. She travelled to Ottawa, even
when she received signals that the incoming Slovak government would not
accept her nomination. She did not even have time to present her credentials
before she was recalled in December by the new Slovak government of Mi-
kulas Dzurinda. She protested against the recall and stalled her return home
for several months. She described her bizarre Canadian odyssey in a 150-page
book, which she called Revenge in a Diplomatic Tailcoat. This is a peculiar
piece of literature filled with resentment and accusations against the Slovak
diplomatic service headed by Foreign Minister Eduard Kukan, in which she
even speculated about potential assassination plots against her.
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Stvrtého oktébra 1996 na zasadnuti Atlantickej rady v Ottawe padlo rozhodnu-
tie, e do NATO budu prijaté Madarsko, Ceska republika a Polsko. Slovensko
neprichadzalo do ivahy vzhladom na politiku Meciarovej vlady. Dvadsiateho
o0smeho oktobra 1996 osobitny vyslanec Kanady v NATO Michael Bell potvr-
dil, Ze SR nie je zahrnutd do prvej skupiny $tatov prijatia do NATO. Kanada
odmietla zac¢iatkom roka 1997 prijat na navstevu ministra zahrani¢nych veci
Pavla Hamzika, ¢im vyslala slovenskej vlade jasny signal.

Velvyslanec Anton Hykisch podal v lete 1997 na Ministerstve zahrani¢nych veci
SR vypoved a predcéasne sa vratil na Slovensko. Odmietol sluzit vlade, ktora
podla jeho slov evidentne poskodila novy $tat. S Kanadou sa vSak rozlucil dos-
tojne. Dvadsiateho druhého jala 1997 bola v budove ambasady rozluckova
recepcia s vySe 200 ucastnikmi, medzi ktorymi bol aj podpredseda kanad-
skej vlady Herb Gray. Ako ocenenie nelahkej misie minister zahrani¢nych
veci a medzinarodného obchodu Kanady Ouellet odovzdal velvyslancovi Hy-
kischovi ¢estnti medailu Corps diplomatique Canada.

Tretieho decembra 1997 podpisala za slovensku vladu v Ottawe ministerka za-
hrani¢nych veci SR Zdenka Kramplova Dohodu o zakaze pouzivania, usklad-

Novania, vyroby a rozsirovania protipechotnych min a o ich zni¢eni - Ottaw-
skt dohodu).

Zdenka Kramplova a koniec meciarizmu

Z pohladu mladej slovenskej diplomacie si len tazko mozno predstavit vyrec-
nejs$i zaver rozporuplného obdobia vladnutia Vladimira Meciara, ako je pri-
beh Zdenky Kramplovej. Tuto svoju spolupracovni¢ku z uradu vlady dosadil
Vladimir Meciar v roku 1997 za ministerku zahrani¢nych veci SR. Po prehra-
tych volbach v septembri 1998 sa premiér chcel postarat o lojalnych ludi ich
vyslanim do diplomatickych sluzieb. V oktébri 1998 bola Zdenka Kramplova
poverend odchadzajucim zastupujucim prezidentom Vladimirom Meéiarom
na vykon velvyslankyne Slovenska v Kanade. Do krajiny javorového listu vy-
cestovala, aj ked dostala signdly, Ze nastupujtca vlada s jej nominaciou su-
hlasit nebude. Nestihla ani odovzdat poverovacie listiny a uz v decembri bola
7 funkcie novou vlddou Mikuld8a Dzurindu odvolana. Proti odvolaniu protes-
tovala a navrat domov niekolko mesiacov zdrzovala. Svoju bizarnu kanadsku
anabazu zachytila v asi 150-stranovej kniZznej publikacii, ktora nazvala Pom-
sta v diplomatickom fraku. 1de o svojskt vypoved naplnenu zatrpknutostou
a obvintovanim rezortu diplomacie pod vedenim Eduarda Kukana, v ktorej
dokonca fabuluje o moZnom atentéte na svoju osobu.
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Bl (nfegration Restart and Canadian Help

(1998-2004)

After the fall of Meciarism, there followed a period of catching up for lost time
in Slovak domestic and foreign policy. Major reforms and the fulfillment of
integration criteria in Western structures were undertaken by the Dzurinda
Government (1998-2006). This period, which culminated in 2004 with the ac-
cession of the Slovak Republic to both NATO and the European Union, can
be considered a golden era of Slovak foreign policy. On the issue of foreign
policy direction, there was consensus across the political spectrum, and
Slovak diplomatic efforts were headed throughout this period by a single

minister of Foreign Affairs - Eduard Kukan (now a Member of the European
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® Predsedu NR SR Jozefa

Migasa (v strede) prijal
v aprili 2001 vo federalnom
parlamente v Ottawe
predseda Dolnej snemovne
Peter A. S. Milliken. Foto:
archiv Miroslava Mikolasika
"4
Speaker of the Slovak
Parliament Jozef Migas
(center) was received in
Ottawa by the Speaker
of the House of Commons
Peter A. S. Milliken (second
from right). Photo: archive
of Miroslav Mikoldsik

Stretnutie premiérov Kanady
a Slovenska 11. septembra
2001 v Ottawe. Zlava: velvy-
slankyna Kanady Margaret
Huberova, premiér Kanady
Jean Chrétien, premiér SR
Mikulas Dzurinda a sloven-
sky velvyslanec Miroslav
Mikolasik. Foto: archiv M.
Mikolasika

2
Meeting of the Prime Minis-
ters of Canada and Slovakia
in Ottawa on September 11,
2001. From left: Canadian
Ambassador Margaret
Huber, Prime Minister of
Canada Jean Chrétien,
Prime Minister of Slovakia
Mikulds$ Dzurinda and
Slovak Ambassador Miroslav
Mikoldsik. Photo: archive of
M. Mikoldsik

I ntegracny restart a kanadska pomoc

(1998 - 2004)

Po pade meciarizmu nastupuje v slovenskej domacej i zahrani¢nej politike
obdobie dobiehania zamegkaného. Spustaju sa zasadné reformy a napltianie
integracnych kritérii do zapadnych struktar. Toto obdobie, ktoré kulmino-
valo v roku 2004 vstupom SR do NATO i Eurépskej tinie, mozno povazovat za
zlatu éru slovenskej zahrani¢nej politiky. V otazkach zahrani¢nopolitického
smerovania panovala zhoda naprie¢ celym politickym spektrom a na cele re-
zortu diplomacie bol len jeden minister zahrani¢nych veci - Eduard Kukan,
¢o bolo v porovnani s predchadzajacim obdobim tiplné névum. Ottawa nam

bola v integraénom usili vestranne napomocna a bola prvou krajinou, ktora

® Premiér Mikulas Dzurinda
(vpravo) prijal 30. marca 1999
predsedu Senatu kanadského
parlamentu Gildasa Molgata
(vlavo). Foto: TASR
>

® Slovak Prime Minister Mikulds
Dzurinda (right) received
Canadian Speaker of the Senate
Gildas Molgat (left) on 30 March
1999. Photo: TASR
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- Parliament), which was a complete novelty compared to the previous period

from 1993-1998, which had seen seven different ministers. Canada was uni-
versally helpful in the integration effort. Canada supported Slovakia’s effort
to join NATO, and was the first country to ratify Slovakia’s NATO accession
protocols (28 March 2003). Canada also played a leading role in supporting
Slovakia’s accession to the OECD in December 2000 and supported Slova-
kia’s application for observer status in la Francophonie, which was granted
in October 2002. During this period, Canada appreciated Slovakia’s support
for NATO’s intervention in Kosovo, and contributions to KFOR as well as ISAF
in Afghanistan.

The Slovak Republic sent to Canada in April 1999 as ambassador Miroslav
Mikolasik, a former member of the Slovak parliament (currently a member
of the Furopean Parliament for KDH [Christian Democratic Movement]).
Dr. Mikolasik soon gained great esteem when he was elected in 2000 as Presi-

dent of the 120-member Ottawa Diplomatic Association. He served until 2002.

Canadian ambassadors accredited to Slovakia in this period were: Ronald
Halpin (1997-2001) and Margaret Huber (2001-2003). The Office of the Embas-
sy of Canada in Bratislava (housed on the premises of the Hotel Carlton from
2002) was led by Denis Provost (1998-2001), Diane Masson-Yensen (2001-2003)
and Guillaume Siemienski (2003-2004) - all representatives of CIDA (the Ca-
nadian International Development Agency).

Series of Visits at the Highest Levels

Slovakia achieved a breakthrough in relations with Canada in these years
and carried out the greatest number of high-level visits in its history. Several
ministers of the Slovak Government visited Canada in this period of reform,
including Minister of Culture Milan Knazko (May 1999), Minister of Trans-
port, Post and Telecommunications Gabriel Palacka (1999), and Minister of
Justice Jan Carnogursky (February 2000). Notably, Minister of Defence Jozef
Stank visited Canada in June 2001, and received the clear support of Canada
for membership in NATO. In addition to political and military represent-
atives, Minister Stank also met with military veterans and paid homage to
Canadians who died in defence of freedom.

Slovak Parliament Speaker Jozef Miga$ travelled to Canada accompanied by
five MPs from 23-26 April 2001. He was received by the Speaker of the House
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ratifikovala pristupové protokoly Slovenska do NATO (28. marca 2003). Kanada
zohrala vyznamnu tlohu aj pri podpore vstupu Slovenska do OECD v decem-
bri 2000 a podporila Ziadost Slovenska o $tatut pozorovatela v Medzinarodne;j
organizacii Frankofénie, ktory mu bol udeleny v oktébri 2002.

Slovenska republika vyslala do Kanady v aprili 1999 za velvyslanca Miroslava
Mikolasika, byvalého poslanca NR SR (v sti¢asnosti europoslanec za KDH). Miro-
slavovi Mikolasikovi sa ¢oskoro dostalo vyznamného ocenenia, ked ho 120-¢len-
na Ottawa Diplomatic Association v roku 2000 zvolila za svojho prezidenta.

Kanadski velvyslanci akreditovani na Slovensku v tomto obdobi boli Ronald
Halpin (1997 - 2001) a Margaret Huberova (2001 - 2003). Kancelariu velvyslanec-
tva Kanady v Bratislave (od roku 2002 sidli v priestoroch hotela Carlton) viedli
Denis Provost (1998 - 2001), Diane Masson-Yensen (2001 - 2003) a Guillaume
Siemienski (2003 - 2004) - v8etko predstavitelia vladnej agentury pre medzina-
rodny rozvoj CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency).

Vina navstev na najvyssej Grovni

Vo vztahoch s Kanadou dosiahlo Slovensko v tychto rokoch prelom a uskutoé¢-
nil sa najvacsi pocet navstev na vysokej tirovni v doterajej histérii. Z ministrov
slovenskej vlady navstivili Kanadu v tomto obdobi zmien minister kultury Mi-
lan Knazko (maj 1999), Gabriel Palacka, minister dopravy, post a telekomuni-
kécif (1999), minister spravodlivosti Jan Carnogursky (prelom februar - marec
2000). Minister obrany Jozef Stank zavital do Kanady v juni 2001, v ¢ase, ked
sme ziskali jasné podporné stanovisko Kanady pre nase ¢lenstvo v NATO. Mi-
nister Stank sa stretol okrem politickych a vojenskych predstavitelov aj s voj-
novymi veteranmi a vzdal uctu padlym Kanadanom.

Predseda NR SR Jozef Miga$ pricestoval v sprievode piatich poslancov do Ka-
nady 23. - 26. aprila 2001. Bol prijaty predsedom Dolnej snemovne, predsedom
Senatu a rokoval s poslancami zahrani¢ného vyboru. Vrcholom navstevy bolo
prijatie u premiéra Jeana Chrétiena.

Nésledne prislo pozvanie pre predsedu vlady SR Mikul4d$a Dzurindu na ofi-
cidlnu navs$tevu Kanady 11. - 13. septembra 2001. Jeho delegaciu tvorili mi-
nister zahrani¢nych veci Eduard Kukan a Styria dal$i ministri a sprevadzali
ju 20-¢lenna skupina z podnikatelskej sféry a asi 25 novinarov. V dosledku te-
roristického utoku v USA presne v deri letu slovenského $pecidlu sa oficialna
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- of Commons and the Speaker of the Senate, and met with members of the

Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Commons. The culmination of the

visit was a meeting with Prime Minister Jean Chrétien.

Following this visit, Slovak Prime Minister Mikuld§ Dzurinda conducted an
official visit to Canada from 11-13 September 2001. His delegation consisted of
Minister of Foreign Affairs Eduard Kukan and four other ministers, accompa-
nied by a 20-member group from the business sphere and around 25 journal-
ists. Due to the terrorist attack on the U.S.A. exactly on the day of the special
Slovak flight, the only plane allowed to fly into Ottawa that day, the visit of the
Dzurinda delegation was shortened to a working visit. The only point of the
program carried out was a working breakfast with Prime Minister Chrétien,
during which the partners discussed current global issues and the support
of Canada for Slovakia’s membership in NATO. Prime Minister Chrétien ex-
pressed appreciation for Prime Minister Dzurinda’s reforms and commitment
to EU and NATO membership as well as respect for minorities. All other bilat-
eral meetings and discussions with members of the government and business

groups were unfortunately cancelled due to the attack.

The following year, in June 2002, another top-level event of bilateral relations

occurred - the state visit of Slovak President Rudolf Schuster accompanied by
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e Vymena hokejovych

dresov pocas oficialneho
prijatia prezidenta SR
Rudolfa Schustera (vpravo)
u kanadského premiéra
Jeana Chrétiena v Ottawe

5. juna 2002. Foto: TASR
v

Exchange of hockey jerseys
by President of Slovakia
Rudolf Schuster (right) and
Canadian Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien, Ottawa

5 June 2002. Photo: TASR

navsteva Dzurindovej delegacie zmenila len na skratent pracovna cestu. Je- -

dinym naplnenym bodom programu boli pracovné ranajky s premiérom
Jeanom Chrétienom, pocas ktorych partneri prerokovali aktualne politické
témy a podporu Kanady pre ¢lenstvo SR v NATO. Vsetky dalsie bilateralne
stretnutia, rokovania ¢lenov vlady i podnikatelskej skupiny boli zrusené.

V dalom roku, v juni 2002, sa uskutoé¢nila vrcholna udalost dvojstrannych
vziahov - §tatna néavsteva prezidenta SR Rudolfa Schustera v sprievode po-
¢etnej delegacie (za vladu v nej boli ministri Eduard Kukan, Milan Knazko,
Jan Carnogursky, Martin Fronc a $tatny tajomnik Peter Brtio). Kanadska hlava
$tatu, generdlna guvernérka Adrienne Clarksonova, prijala Rudolfa Schustera
s manzelkou so v8etkymi poctami. Nechybali salvy z maziarov a prevezenie
slovenskej hlavy statu na koc¢i. Hlavné mesto Ottawa bolo vyzdobené kanad-
skymi a slovenskymi vlajkami. Po rokovaniach na najvy$ej urovni bola uspo-
riadana v sidle hlavy $tatu - paldci Rideau Hall, $tatna vecera za ucasti naj-
vyznamnej$ich predstavitelov politického, spolo¢enského a kultirneho Zivota.

Velvyslanectvo SR v spolupriaci s Ottawskou univerzitou zorganizovalo na
pode univerzity dvojdiiova konferenciu s nazvom The Slovak Republic: A De-
cade of Independence. Na konferencii vystupili aj ministri vlady SR a pre-
zident Schuster, ¢im toto podujatie presiahlo akademicky ramec a dostalo
punc spoloéenskej udalosti so $irokym medidlnym pokrytim. Prezidentska
navsteva pokracdovala v Toronte a vyvrcholila §tdtnou recepciou na slavnej
torontskej CN Tower.

Vo februari 2002 zorganizovalo slovenské velvyslanectvo v Toronte dvojdiiové
podujatie vySehradskych krajin Invest Forum. Podujatie otvoril podnikatel
Tomas$ Bata.

Z kanadskych politickych predstavitelov zavitala na Slovensko v tomto obdo-
bi Hedy Fry, ministerka pre multikulturalizmus a postavenie zien (november
1998). Slo o prvého ¢lena kanadskej vlady, ktory navstivil Slovensko po vytvore-
ni Dzurindovej vlady. Ministerka Fry sa stretla s podpredsedom vlady Palom
Csdkym, zodpovednym za Tudské prava a mensiny, a $tatnym tajomnikom
ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci Jinom Figelom. Bola tieZ ¢estnym hostom fes-
tivalu frankofénnych filmov a otvorila program kanadskych $tadii na Univer-
zite Komenského v Bratislave.

Dalej to boli predseda senatu Gildas Molgat (april 1999), predseda Dolnej sne-
movne Gilbert Parent (april 2000), minister obrany Arthur Eggleton (september
2000), minister zahrani¢ného obchodu Pierre Pettigrew s obchodnou misiou
(september 2000), ministerka socidlnych veci Jane Stewartova (m&j 2001)
a minister zahrani¢nych veci John Manley (m&j 2001).
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- a large delegation (for the government this included Deputy Prime Minister

Pal Csaky, Ministers Jan Carnogursky, Martin Fronc, Eduard Kukan, Milan
Knazko, Roman Kovac¢ and State Secretary Peter Brrio). They came to partici-
pate in an international scholarly conference at the University of Ottawa,
organized by Ambassador Mikol4sik and Professor Mark Stolarik of the Uni-
versity. The representative of the Head of State of Canada, Queen Elizabeth
II, Governor General Adrienne Clarkson, received President Schuster and
his wife with full honours, including a twenty-one gun salute and a ceremo-
nial horse-drawn carriage ride. The capital of Ottawa was decorated with
Canadian and Slovak flags. President Schuster and Prime Minister Chrétien
exchanged hockey jerseys when they met on June 5, and discussed Slova-
kia’s bid to join NATO, economic reforms, and cooperation in peacekeeping
and culture. They also discussed the threat to Slovakia’s NATO aspirations
posed by a possible return of Meciar to power in parliamentary elections that
year. A state dinner was arranged in the official residence of the Governor
General - Rideau Hall, along with the participation of many prominent rep-
resentatives of Canadian political, social, and cultural life.

The Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with the University of Ottawa, organized
a two-day conference on the university campus with the title The Slovak Re-
public: A Decade of Independence. President Schuster and the other visiting
members of the Slovak government presented papers, which gave this event
wide media coverage. The presidential visit continued in Toronto and culmi-
nated with an official reception in the CN Tower.

In February of 2002, the Slovak Embassy organized a two-day event in Toron-
to of the Visegrad countries - Invest Forum. The event was opened by busi-
nessman Thomas J. Bata.

Canadian political leaders and senior government officials who visited Slo-
vakia during this time included Hedy Fry, Secretary of State for Multicul-
turalism and the Status of Women (11-12 November 1998). She was the first
Canadian minister to visit Slovakia after the formation of the Dzurinda Gov-
ernment, and met with Deputy Prime Minister Pal Csaky, responsible for hu-
man rights and minorities (himself a Hungarian-Slovak) and Foreign Affairs
State Secretary Jan Figel. She supported the inclusion of minorities in the
government, was a guest of honour at the Festival des films francophones,
and inaugurated a revitalized Canadian Studies Program and facilities at
Comenius University in Bratislava.

Visits were also conducted by Senate Speaker Gildas Molgat (April 1999), House
of Commons Speaker Gilbert Parent (April 2000), Minister of International
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e Generalna guvernérka Kanady

V roku 2003 sa uskutoénili dve délezité navstevy - obchodna misia vedena -

$tatnym tajomnikom Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného ob-
chodu Kanady pre stredni a vychodnt Eurépu Garom Knutsonom (oktober)
a v novembri navsteva misie vladnych predstavitelov Kanady v SR vedena
Paulom Duboisom, zastupcom namestnika ministra zahrani¢nych veci a me-

dzinarodného obchodu Kanady.

Adrienne Clarksonova (vlavo)
prijala 6. jina 2002 v Ottawe
prezidenta SR Rudolfa
Schustera. Foto: TASR

>
Canadian Governor General
Adrienne Clarkson (left)
received the President of
Slovakia Rudolf Schuster,
Ottawa, 6 June, 2002. Photo:
TASR
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- Trade Pierre Pettigrew with a business mission (September 2000), Defence

Minister Arthur Eggleton (regarding Slovakia’s bid to join NATO and assis-
tance for the Slovak military) (September 2000), and Foreign Minister John
Manley (May 2001). The first Canadian foreign minister to visit Slovakia, Mr.
Manley met with President Schuster, Prime Minister Dzurinda, and Foreign
Minister Kukan to discuss Slovakia’s bids to join NATO and the EU as well as
cooperation on security, public sector reform and minority issues. Minister
for Social Affairs Jane Stewart visited Slovakia in May of 2001.

Two important visits took place in 2003. The first was a trade mission led
by Gar Knutson, Secretary of State for Central and Eastern Europe and the
Middle East of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of
Canada (October); the second occurred in November when Assistant Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada Paul Dubois
led a major interdepartmental delegation to Slovakia where senior officials
from both countries discussed the implications of Slovakia’s EU membership

on its relations with Canada.

Second Presidential Visit

A year before the entry of Slovakia into the Euro-Atlantic structures, Slovak
President Rudolf Schuster came on a working visit to Canada and the U.S.A.
(in April 2003) (his stay in Canada was managed by Chargé d’affaires Stefan
Rozkopal). Besides being received by the highest state representatives, includ-
ing Governor General Adrienne Clarkson and Prime Minister Jean Chrétien,
the Slovak president also met with the Lieutenant Governor of the province
of Nova Scotia, Myra Freeman. President Schuster unveiled a commemorative
plaque in the city of Halifax at “Pier 21,” known as the “Gateway to Canada”,
through which more than 1.5 million immigrants passed, including thou-

sands of immigrants of Slovak origin.

Meanwhile, upon the recommendation of Professor Mark Stolarik, the Uni-
versity of Ottawa granted the Slovak president the honorary degree Doc-
tor honoris causa, which was delivered during a solemn ceremony on the
university campus. An important part of the visit of the president was also
his meetings with expatriates in Halifax, Montreal and Ottawa. Selected repre-

sentatives of the expatriate community were decorated by President Schuster.
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e Slavnostné udelovanie
Cestného doktoratu na
Ottawskej univerzite
slovenskému prezidentovi
Rudolfovi Schusterovi v jini
2003. Zlava: prezident
Schuster, rektor Gilles Patry,
kancelarka Huguette Labelle.
Foto: archiv R. Schustera

>

® University of Ottawa confers
an Honorary Doctorate on
President Rudolf Schuster,
June, 2003. From left to right:
President Rudolf Schuster,
Rector Gilles Patry, Chancellor
Hugette Labelle. Photo:
archive of R. Schuster

Druha prezidentska navsteva

Rok pred vstupom Slovenska do euroatlantickych $truktur zavital na pra-
covnu navstevu Kanady a USA (v aprili 2003) prezident SR Rudolf Schuster
(jeho pobyt v Kanade zabezpetoval chargé d’affaires Stefan Rozkopél). Okrem
prijati u najvys8ich Statnych predstavitelov vratane generalnej guvernérky
Adrienne Clarksonovej a premiéra Jeana Chrétiena sa slovensky prezident
stretol aj s guvernérkou provincie Nové Skétsko Myrou Freemanovou. Prezi-
dent R. Schuster odhalil v meste Halifax na mole Pier 21 pamitnu tabulu. Bolo
to na mieste nazvanom ,vstupna brana do Kanady®, ktorym preslo viac ako
1,5 miliéna pristahovalcov vratane tisicov pristahovalcov slovenského pévodu.
Ottawska univerzita udelila prezidentovi SR ¢estny titul Doctor honoris causa,
ktory mu bol odovzdany pocas slavnostného ceremonidlu v priestoroch univer-
zity. Délezitou st¢astou navstevy slovenského prezidenta boli aj jeho stretnu-
tia s krajanmi v Halifaxe, Montreale a Ottawe. Vybranym zastupcom krajan-
skej komunity odovzdal Rudolf Schuster vyznamenania prezidenta SR.
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I Canada’s Contribution to Starting the Slovak Development

Assistance Agency SlovakAid

A notable example of Canadian assistance to Slovakia was in the area of de-
velopment assistance. The Slovak diplomat Peter Hulényi (who is currently
the ambassador of the Slovak Republic in Israel) recalls this chapter as fol-
lows: “From the accession of Slovakia to the OECD (December 2000), we also
assumed the role of helping the developing world. However, Slovakia did not
have the domestic legislative framework, the institutional basis or the capaci-
ty to fulfill this task. The accession process to the EU was indeed already in full
swing, but development aid was not part of the acquis communautaire and
therefore the Commission did not provide the candidate countries for this area

even a single Euro.

In the sumumer of 2001, I visited Dianne Masson-Yensen, director of the Europe-
an Division of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) (a few
years later, she became the head of the Office of the Embassy of Canada to Slo-
vakia). I asked her for help in creating a Slovak version of CIDA. I was in luck.
The CIDA management had just launched a competition for the best innovative
projects. With the help of CIDA consultants Robert Wiles and Hubert Simard,
we wrote a project called “SlovakAid” within a few days and submitted it to the
CIDA internal competition.

A few months later, this project was awarded a Canadian government grant
(the only one destined for Europe) worth CAD 2 million. As part of the project,
the Canadian government committed to the implementation of the project for
one year so that after the ending of our assignment in Canada, in 2002 we
started to build from scratch the foundation of SlovakAid. At the beginning
of 2003, I presented the first results of the project in Ottawa. The CIDA man-
agement was particularly interested in linking SlovakAid’s capacity-building
directly with the implementation of joint projects in developing countries, i.e.
“learning by doing”.

CIDA decided to expand the project to the group of countries of the Visegrad
Four. The program was called ODACE (Official Development Assistance in Cen-
tral Europe) and increased its budget to CAD 15 million (more than two-thirds
of these funds were gained by Slovakia over the next three years). The Canadians
opened an ODACE office in Bratislava and sent there David Chaplin, an expe-
rienced diplomat and a wonderful person. His regular meetings of the Slovak
development stakeholders “IGIF [Thank God It’s Friday] at the ODACE office
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Pomoc Kanady pri nastartovani systemu
slovenskej rozvojovej pomoci SlovakAid

Medzi pozoruhodné priklady kanadskej asistencie Slovensku mozno bezpo-
chyby zaradit oblast rozvojovej pomoci. Diplomat Peter Hulényi (dnes velvy-
slanec SR v Izraeli) si na tuto kapitolu spomina takto: ,,Zo vstupu Slovenska do
OECD (december 2000) nam vyplynula aj iiloha pomdhat rozvojovému svetu.
Slovensko v$ak nemalo legislativny ramec, instituciondlnu bdzu ani kapacity
na splnenie tejto domdcej uilohy. Pristupovy proces do EU bol uz sice v plnom
prude, ale rozvojova pomoc nebola stcastou acquis communautaire, a preto
Komisia neposkytla kandiddtskym krajindm na tuto oblast ani euro.

V lete 2001 som navstivil riaditelku eurdpskej divizie kanadskej vlddnej agen-
tury pre rozvojovii spoluprdcu (CIDA) Dianne Masson-Yensen (o pdar rokov ne-
skor sa stala vedicou pobocky zastupitelského uradu Kanady v Bratislave).
Poprosil som ju o pomoc pri vytvoreni slovenskej modifikacie CIDA. Mal som
stastie. Vedenie CIDA prave vyhlasilo sutaz o najlepsie inovativne projekty.
S pomocou konzultantov CIDA Roberta Wilesa a Huberta Simarda sme v prie-
behu niekolkych dni spisali projekt s pracovnym ndzvom SlovakAid a predlozili
do internej sutaZe CIDA.

O par mesiacov neskér ziskal tento projekt dotaciu kanadskej viady (ako jedi-
ny uréeny pre Eurdpu) vo vyske dvoch miliénov kanadskych doldarov. V ramci
projektu ma kanadskad vlada sekondovala na jeden rok a poverila implemen-
taciou projektu, takzZe po ukondéeni vyslania v Kanade sme v roku 2002 zacali
budovat na zelenej luke zaklady SlovakAid. Zaciatkom roku 2003 som bol pre-
zentovat v Ottawe prvé vysledky projektu. Vedenie CIDA projekt zaujal najmd
tym, Ze spdjal budovanie kapacit SlovakAid priamo s implementovanim spo-
lo¢nych projektov v rozvojovych krajindch, t. j. ,learning by doing".

CIDA sa rozhodla projekt rozsirit na skupinu krajin Vysehradskej stvorky plus
Esténsko, Lotyssko, Litvu a Slovinsko. Program nazvala ODACE (Official Deve-
lopment Assistance in Central Europe) a navysila rozpodet na 12 miliénov CAD
(pocas nasledujucich troch rokov ziskalo Slovensko viac ako 2/3 tychto prostried-
kov). Kanadania otvorili v Bratislave kanceldriu ODACE a vyslali do nej skiisené-
ho rozvojového diplomata a izasného ¢loveka Davida Chaplina. Jeho pravidelné
stretnutia slovenskych rozvojovych ,stakeholderov’ TGIF (Thanks God It’s Friday)
v kanceldrii ODACE na Stefanikovej ulici sa stali legenddrnymi. Spolocné pro-
jekty SlovakAid a CIDA na Balkdne, v Strednej Azii & v Afrike boli pre slovenskii
rozvojovil pomoc prelomové a dodnes patria medzi nase najispesnejsie.
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- on Stefanik Street have become legendary. The joint projects of SlovakAid and

CIDA in the Balkans, Central Asia, and Africa have been a breakthrough for Slo-
vak development aid and are still among our most successful ones. In Brussels
for the next few years they asked us, with a bit of jealousy in their voices, why
we were building SlovakAid with the Canadians when we were joining the EU.
The answer is this succes story. On the occasion of the 10" anniversary of the
founding of SlovakAid in October 2013 David Chaplin was awarded the Gold
Plaque of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.”

Cultural Diplomacy

An important event in raising the profile of Slovakia was the organization of
an extensive exhibition entitled Modern Slovak Art, curated by prof. Ludovit
Petransky, in Montreal in June 1999. Prime Minister Chrétien and Slovak
Minister of Culture Milan Knazko visited the exhibition when it moved to

the town of Cornwall.

Several top Slovak artists performed in Canada, including: opera singer Marie
Elidsova in Ottawa, Montreal, Hull and Toronto (May 2000), opera singer Mi-
roslav Dvorsky with the Canadian Opera Company at the O’Keefe Centre in
Toronto and in the Cathedral in Montreal (October 2000), and the perfor-
mance of the Radosin Naive Theatre. In addition, the Slovak film The Gar-
den, in the presence of producer Martin Sulik, premiered at the first annual
festival of central European films in Ottawa (March 2000), and the paintings
Facets of Slovak Abstraction of Stanislav Stankoci, Daniel Fischer and Pavol
Hloska were exhibited in Ottawa (2001).

In January 2003 State Secretary of the Slovak Ministry of Culture Jézsef Kvarda
opened the Month of Slovak culture in Canada. It was an important step toward
a breakthrough in the perception of Slovakia and in the redefinition of the prin-
ciples of the presentation of Slovak culture abroad. Montreal, which is known as

a cultural metropolis with prestigious festivals, was chosen as the venue.

During this period, various Canadian artists performed in Slovakia, includ-
ing composer Pierre Michaud and the premiere of Remi’s World by classical
guitarist Rémi Boucher with the Slovak Sinfonietta in Zilina (May 2002). The
permanent conductor of the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra at this time

was a Canadian, Charles Olivieri-Munroe.
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V Bruseli sa este niekolko rokov s trochou Ziarlivosti v hlase pytali, preco bu- -

dujeme SlovakAid s Kanadanmi, ked vstupujeme do EU. Odpovedou je tento
uspesny pribeh. Pri prileZitosti desiateho vyrodia vzniku SlovakAid v oktdbri
2013 bol David Chaplin oceneny Zlatou plaketou ministra zahrani¢nych vect.”

Prezentacia Slovenska

Vyznamnym poc¢inom v zviditelneni Slovenska bolo zorganizovanie rozsiah-
lej vystavy Sti¢asné slovenské umenie, ktorej kuratorom bol prof. Ludovit Pet-
ransky. V juni 1999 ju v Montreale otvoril minister kultury Milan Knazko
a velvyslanectvo dosiahlo jej reinstalaciu v meste Cornwall, ¢o malo aj politic-
ky rozmer, pretoze si ju prezrel premiér Chrétien.

V oblasti kultirnej diplomacie pokradovala prezentacia $pickovych sloven-
skych umelcov. Ako priklad mozno uviest: vystupenia opernej spevac¢ky Marie
ElidSovej v Ottawe, Montreale, Hulle a Toronte (m4&j 2000) a Miroslava Dvor-
ského v kanadskej opere v Toronte a v katedrale v Montreale (oktober 2000),
vystipenie Radoginského naivného divadla, premiérové uvedenie slovenského
filmu Zdhrada reziséra Martina Sulika na 1. ro¢niku festivalu stredoeurép-
skych filmov v Ottawe (marec 2000) a vystavu obrazov Facets of Slovak Abstrac-
tion Stanislava Stankociho, Daniela Fischera a Pavla Hl6sku v Ottawe (2001).

V janudri 2003 otvoril $tatny tajomnik Ministerstva kultury SR Jézsef Kvarda
Mesiac slovenskej kultdry v Kanade. Bol to délezity krok smerom k prelo-
mu vo vnimani Slovenska a k redefinovaniu principov prezentacie slovenskej
kulttry v zahrani¢i. Za miesto konania bol zvoleny Montreal, ktory je znamy
ako kultdrna metropola s prestiznymi festivalmi.

Pocas tohto obdobia vystupili na Slovensku rézni kanadski umelci vratane
skladatela Pierra Michauda. Dalej to bola premiéra Rémiho svet v podani kla-
sického gitaristu Rémiho Bouchera so Statnym komornym orchestrom v Zili-
ne (maj 2002). Dirigentom Symfonického orchestra Slovenského rozhlasu bol
v tom ¢ase Kanadan Charles Olivieri-Munroe.
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Il S0vakia Enters NATO and the EU (2004-2010)

Following the fulfillment of the demanding criteria, the Slovak Republic
entered NATO at the end of March 2004. The flag of the European Union
was raised in May 2004 in front of the chancery of the Slovak Embassy in
Ottawa, followed by a reception for representatives of the Canadian govern-
ment, the diplomatic and the expatriate communities. This was organized by
Head of Mission Stefan Rozkopal (who later became Head of the Office of the
President of the Slovak Republic, Andrej Kiska) who, after the completion
of the mission of Ambassador Mikolasik in the summer of 2002, led the Slo-
vak Embassy until 2005 as Chargé d’affaires. He was followed by Ambassador
Stanislav Opiela (2005-2010), who was intimately acquainted with Canada
from his previous diplomatic service in Ottawa.

At that time, Canada was represented by Ambassadors Bruce Jutzi (2003-2006)
and Michael Calcott (2006-2009), operating out of Prague. After the entry of
Slovakia into the EU, the status of the Office of the Embassy was raised in
Bratislava and was headed for the first time by a professional diplomat, John
Broadbent (2004-2008), at the level of Chargé d’affaires. His predecessors as
Head of the Office had been from CIDA.

Abolition of the visa requirement

Priorities in bilateral relations included increased efforts to abolish visa re-
quirements for citizens of Slovakia travelling to Canada. In this respect, vis-
its by Canadian Senate Speaker Noél Kinsella to Slovakia with a delegation
in June 2007 and the visit to Bratislava of Canadian Foreign Minister Peter
MacKay in July 2007 and his talks with his Slovak colleague Minister Jan
Kubi$ and other senior officials were important.

After several years of efforts, including lobbying of Canadian officials by the
Canadian Slovak League, abolition of the visa requirement by Canada for the
Slovak Republic was eventually achieved. Then Ambassador Stanislav Opiela
recalls: “It was absolutely unexpected. I was with my ambassadorial colleagues
in Quebec on an excursion organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs when
I got a call from the Ministry of Immigration to come to Toronto the next day,

where their minister would make an important statement. On Saturday 1 March
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e Vztylovanie vlajky Eurdpskej
Unie pred budovou
slovenského velvyslanectva
v Ottawe po prijati SR do EU,
maj 2004. Foto: Tibor Dej

>

® Raising the European Union
Flag in front of the Slovak
Embassy in Ottawa after the
Slovak Republic joined the EU,
May 2004. Photo: Tibor Dej

I S (ovensko vstupuje do NATO a EU (2004 - 2010)

Po splneni naro¢nych kritérii vstupila koncom marca 2004 Slovenska repub-
lika do NATO. Emotivne vzty¢ovanie eurdpskej vlajky v maji 2004 pred bu-
dovou slovenskej ambasady v Ottawe a naslednt recepciu pre predstavitelov
kanadskej $tatnej spravy, diplomatickej a krajanskej komunity organizoval ve-
dtci misie Stefan Rozkopél (su¢asny veduci Kancelarie prezidenta SR Andreja
Kisku), ktory po ukonéeni misie velvyslanca Mikolasika v lete roku 2002 viedol
slovensku ambasadu do roku 2005 ako chargé d’affaires. Po iom nastapil do
funkcie velvyslanec Stanislav Opiela (2005 - 2010), ktory Kanadu doverne
poznal zo svojej predchadzajucej diplomatickej sluzby v Ottawe.

Kanadu zastupovali v tomto obdobi velvyslanec Bruce Jutzi (2003 - 2006)
a Michael Calcott (2006 - 2009) pdsobiaci v Prahe. Po vstupe Slovenska do EU
sa povysil status kancelarie velvyslanectva v Bratislave a na jeho ¢elo prisiel
prvy profesionalny diplomat John Broadbent (2004 - 2008) na urovni chargé
d’affaires. Jeho predchodcovia boli z agentury CIDA.
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2008, representatives of the Slovak, Hungarian, Polish and Lithuanian ambas-
sadors met at the agreed place, and Canadian Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration Diane Finley briefly announced that Canada with immediate effect
abolished the visa requirement for the citizens of these four countries to Canada.

2

It was an unexpected and very pleasant victory and great satisfaction.’

High Level Visits

From 26-29 November 2008, the historic first official visit of a Canadian Gov-
ernor General to Slovakia, Michaélle Jean took place. The Governor General
was accompanied by her husband Jean-Daniel Lafond, the well-known film
producer and philosopher of French origin, a delegation composed of artists,

academics, and representatives of civil society.
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e Slovensky den v Ottawe,

august 2005. Zlava:
velvyslanec SR v Kanade
Stanislav Opiela, Andrej
Stolarik, profesor Mark
Stolarik, hokejova hviezda
Zdeno Chara. Foto: archiv
M. Stolarika

>
Slovak Day in Ottawa,
August, 2005. Left to Right:
Ambassador Stanislav Opiela,
Andrej Stolarik, Professor
Mark Stolarik, NHL hockey
star Zdeno Chdra. Photo:
archive of M. Stolarik

Velvyslanec Bruce Jutzi
(vlavo) a chargé d'affaires
Kanady John Broadbent
(vpravo) na Dni Kanady,
Bratislava 29. juna 2005.
Foto: archiv kanadskej
ambasady

<
Ambassador Bruce Jutzi
(left) and Chargé d'affairs
of Canada John Broadbent
(right) during Canada Day,
Bratislava, 29 June 2005.
Photo: archive of the Office
of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava

Zrusenie vizovej povinnosti

Medzi priority v bilateralnych vztahoch sa zaradilo zvySené usilie o zrusenie
vizovej povinnosti pre ob¢anov Slovenska pri ceste do Kanady. Z tohto aspek-
tu boli dolezité navstevy predsedu kanadského Senatu Noela Kinsellu s dele-
gaciou v juni 2007 a navsteva kanadského ministra zahrani¢nych veci Petra
McKaya v juli 2007 a jeho rokovania so $éfom slovenskej diplomacie Jinom
KubiSom v Bratislave.

Po niekolkoro¢nom usili sa zrusenie vizovej povinnosti zo strany Kanady pre
SR nakoniec podarilo. Vtedajsi velvyslanec Stanislav Opiela na to spomina
takto: ,,Bolo to absolutne necakané. Bol som s kolegami velvyslancami v Que-
becu na exkurzii organizovanej ministerstvom zahrani¢nych vect, ked som do-
stal z ministerstva imigrdcie telefonat, aby som sa nasledujuci deri dostavil do
Toronta, kde ich ministerka urobt délezité vyhldsenie. V sobotu 1. marca 2008
sme sa zdstupcovia velvyslanectiev Slovenska, Madarska, Polska a Litvy zisli
na dohodnutom mieste a Diane Finleyovd, kanadskd ministerka ob¢ianstva
a imigrdcie, v krdtkom vystupeni ozndmila, Ze Kanada s okamZitou platnostou
rust vizovu povinnost pre obc¢anov tychto styroch krajin pri ceste do Kanady.

Bolo to ne¢akané a velmi prijemné vitazstvo a velké zadostucinenie.“
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- During her visit, the Governor General met with President of the Slovak Re-
public Ivan Ga$parovi¢, visited Banska Bystrica, and took part in discussions
on the theme of Solidarity in a Global World at Comenius University in Bra-
tislava. The aim of the visit was to evaluate the process of democratic trans-
formation which Slovakia underwent, to show the common historical and
cultural ties between Canada and Slovakia, highlight growing commercial
relations between the two countries, and recognize their joint participation

in NATO missions, especially in reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan.
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Slovensky premiér Robert Fico (v strede) sa pocas navstevy Afganistanu v septembri 2006
stretol aj so zastupcom velitela ISAF, kanadskym generalmajorom Angusom Wattom
(vpravo). Foto: Pavol Vitko

<
Prime Minister of Slovakia Robert Fico (center) during his visit to Afghanistan on Sep 2006
met with the Deputy Commander of ISAF, Canadian Major-General Angus Watt (right). Photo:
Pavol Vitko

Predseda kanadského Senatu Noél A. Kinsella (vlavo) pocas navstevy Bratislavy v juni 2007.
V strede velvyslanec Michael Calcott a vpravo chargé d‘affaires John Broadbent. Foto: archiv
kanadskej ambasady

"4
Senate Speaker Noél A. Kinsella (left) accompanied by Ambassador Michael Calcott (center)
and Chargé d'affaires John Broadbent (right) during his visit to Bratislava, June, 2007. Photo:
archive of the office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava

Prezident SR Ivan Gasparovi¢ (vlavo) a generalna guvernérka Kanady Michaélle Jeanova
pocas jej oficialnej navstevy Slovenska, Bratislava november 2008. Foto: TASR

v
President of the Slovak Republic Ivan Gasparovic (left) and Governor General of Canada
Michaélle Jean, during her official visit to Slovakia, Bratislava, November 2008. Photo: TASR
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- Visits to Canada during this period were carried out by the following rep-

resentatives of the Government of the Slovak Republic: Minister of Justice
Daniel Lip8ic (November 2005), Minister of the Environment Laszlo Miklos
(December 2005), Deputy Prime Minister for Human Rights and Minorities
Dusan Caplovi¢ (October 2007), Minister of Education Jan Mikolaj (March
2009), Minister of Defence Jaroslav Baska and Chief of the General Staff
Tubomir Bulik (March 2010).

Culture and Sports

In the area of intensive contacts and cooperation with the expatriate commu-
nity during this period, the world premiere of the play by Slovak playwright
Viliam Klimadéek The Hot Summer 68 in the Toronto Slovak Theater in January
2009 was given special status. The play was commissioned by the Toronto Slo-
vak Theater (at the initiative of Reverend Toth, who acted in it), and the Slovak
Embassy was also involved in the project.
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e Generalna guvernérka

Kanady Michaélle Jeanova
na stretnuti so zastupcami
obdianskej spolo¢nosti.
Zlava: Lenka Surotchak,
Zuzana Wienk, Alena
Panikova, M. Jeanova,
Olga Gyarfasova, Grigorij
Meseznikov. Bratislava
november 2008. Foto:
Ondrej Mihal

>
Governor General of Canada
Michaélle Jean at a meeting
with representatives of civil
society. From left to right:
Lenka Surotchak, Zuzana
Wienk, Alena Pdnikovd,
M. Jean, Olga Gydrfdsovd,
Grigorij MeseZnikov
Bratislava, November, 2008.
Photo: Ondrej Mihdl

Kanadsky chargé d‘affaires
Georges Lemieux (vlavo)
a kanadsko-slovensky autor
Ondrej Mihal pocas prezen-
tacie knihy Zanikajlca krésa,
Bratislava november 2008.
Foto: archiv O. Mihala

<«
Chargé d‘affairs of Canada
Georges Lemieux (left) and
Canadian-Slovak author
Ondrej Mihdl at Zanikajtica
krdsa book presentation,
Bratislava, November 2008.
Photo: archive of O. Mihal

Navstevy na vysokej Grovni

V diioch 26. - 29. novembra 2008 sa uskuto¢nila historicky prva oficidlna navste-
va kanadskej hlavy statu - generalnej guvernérky Michaélle Jeanovej s manze-
lom Jeanom-Danielom Lafondom, vyznamnym filmovym rezisérom a filozofom
francuzskeho povodu, na Slovensku. Generalnu guvernérku sprevadzala aj de-
legacia zloZzend z umelcov, akademikov a predstavitelov ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti.
Pocdas svojej navstevy sa generdlna guvernérka stretla s prezidentom Sloven-
skej republiky Ivanom Gasparovi¢om, navstivila Bansku Bystricu, zui¢astnila
sa diskusie na tému Solidarita v globdlnom svete na Univerzite Komenského
v Bratislave a absolvovala podetné stretnutia s predstavitelmi ob¢ianskej spo-
lo¢nosti v Bratislave aj v Banskej Bystrici. NavSteva mala za ciel vyzdvihnut
proces demokratickych premien, ktorymi Slovensko preslo, poukazat na spo-
lo¢né historické a kulturne vizby, rasttiice obchodné vztahy a spoloé¢nu ucast
v misiach NATO, najmi pri rekonstrukénych snahach v Afganistane.

A &
.é.‘

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 25 ROKOV 75




- Canadian Slovaks also launched several television programs. The first and

longest-lasting was the Ottawa monthly Slovak Spectrum, which was launched
in 1978 and supported by Branch 63 of the Canadian Slovak League. It operates
to this day. For the first twenty years it was produced by Margita (Stolarik)
Volk; later it was produced by George Frajkor and Anne (Mader) Ladouceur.
In 1980 a group of young expatriates established a Slovak broadcast in Toronto
that could be watched throughout Canada. Reverend Toth led the broadcast

for the first five years and Katarina Homolova continued it after a pause.

Independently, or in cooperation with expatriates, the Slovak Embassy in
Ottawa organized a variety of cultural activities. For example, in 2005, there
was an exhibition of photographs by Ladislav Struhar (February) and the
screening of the documentary film Nicolas Winton: The Force of Humanity at
the 6™ annual Central European Film Festival with the participation of the
legendary Canadian journalist of Slovak origin Joe Schlesinger (March). In
May 2005, the Slovak film Angel of Mercy was screened at the first European
Film Festival in Toronto. The Slovak Folklore Group Zemplin and Sarisan
took part in the folklore festivals in Toronto and Drummondyville in June
and July. In November 2006, a unique literary program called Shalom was
prepared by Valeria Toth at the Toronto Centre for Arts. It was depicted in
a small book publication. In May 2007, Maridn LapSansky gave piano concerts
in Ottawa and Montreal, and Andrea Kolpaska and her husband Ed Ambros
exhibited their jewellery and art respectively. In March 2009, an exhibition
devoted to the hundredth anniversary of the birth of composer Eugen Suchon
was combined with a concert of young Canadian artists. A fashion show of
designer Jana Hanzelova from Ottawa took place in November of the same
year. An exhibition of photographs by Filip KuliSev was held during the Van-
couver Winter Olympics (February 2010).

Slovakia’s hockey players participated in the junior world ice hockey cham-
pionships in Ottawa (26 December 2008 to 5 January 2009) and the Vancouver
Winter Olympics in February 2010. President Ga§parovi¢, Minister of Foreign
Affairs Miroslav Laj¢dk and Minister of Education, Science, Research and
Sport JAn Mikolaj attended the Vancouver Winter Olympics.

The oratorio Terezin composed by Canadian Ruth Fazal based on stories writ-
ten by Jewish children detained in northern Bohemia from 1941-44 was per-
formed in Bratislava on March 10, 2004 with the participation of the Toronto
New Stream Children’s Choir. Folk duo Zubot and Dawson performed at the
Country Music Festival in Trnava in June 2008.
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Névstevu Kanady v hodnotenom obdobi uskutoé¢nili tito predstavitelia vlady -

SR: minister spravodlivosti Daniel Lip$ic (november 2005), minister zZivotného
prostredia Laszlé Miklos (december 2005), podpredseda vlady pre ludské pra-
va a menginy Dusan Caplovi¢ (oktéber 2007), minister §kolstva Jan Mikolaj
(marec 2009), minister obrany Jaroslava Baska a nacelnik generalneho stabu
Lubomir Bulik (marec 2010).

Kultdra a Sport

V oblasti intenzivnych kontaktov a spoluprac s krajanskou komunitou v tom-
to obdobi malo osobitné postavenie uvedenie svetovej premiéry divadelnej hry
slovenského dramatika Viliama Klimac¢ka Horice leto 68 v Torontskom sloven-
skom divadle v januari 2009. Hra sa zrodila na objednavku Torontského slo-
venského divadla (z iniciativy reverenda Dusana Té6tha, ktory si v nej i zahral)
a v projekte sa angazovala i slovenska ambasada.

Kanadski Slovaci tiez spustili niekolko televiznych programov. Prvym bol ottaw-
sky mesaénik Slovenské spektrum, ktory zacal s podporou pobocky 63 Kanadskej
slovenskej ligy v roku 1978 a funguje dodnes. Prvych dvadsat rokov ho produko-
vala Margita (Stolarik) Volk, neskér George Frajkor a Anne (Mader) Ladouceur.
V roku 1980 skupina mladych krajanov zalozila v Toronte Slovenské vysielanie,
ktoré bolo mozné sledovat po celej Kanade. Po¢as prvych piatich rokov viedol
vysielanie reverend T6th a po pauze v iom pokracuje Katarina Homolova.

Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe samostatne alebo v spolupraci s krajanmi
zorganizovalo cely rad kultarnych aktivit. Napriklad v roku 2005 to boli vysta-
va fotografii Ladislava Struhara (februar), premietnutie dokumentarneho fil-
mu Nicolas Winton: Sila ludskosti na 6. ro¢niku stredoeurépskeho filmového
festivalu za ucasti legendarneho kanadského novinara slovenského pévodu
Joea Schlesingera (marec). V maji 2005 sa v Toronte uskuto¢nil 1. roénik Eurép-
skeho filmového festivalu za ucasti slovenského filmu Anjel milosrdenstva.
Na medzinarodnych folklérnych festivaloch v Toronte a Drummondville sa
zaéastnili slovenské folklérne skupiny Zemplin a Sari$an (prelom juna a jula
2005). V novembri 2006 sa v Toronto Centre for Arts realizovalo z iniciativy
Valérie Téthovej unikatne literarne pasmo Shalom. Bolo vydané i knizne. Da-
lej tam prebehli koncert klaviristu Maridna LapSanského (maj 2007, Ottawa
a Montreal), vystava krajanskych umelcov Andrey Kolpaskej - $perky, a jej
manzela Eda Ambrosa - vytvarné diela (maj 2007), médna prehliadka navr-
harky Jany Hanzelovej z Ottawy (november 2009), vystava venovana storo¢nici
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- Canadian films were often screened at film festivals in Bratislava during this

period. For example, in 2005 alone two Canadian films were screened at the
One World Film Festival (on human rights), Olivia’s Puzzle by Jason DaSilva
and Aung San Suu Kyi: The Prisoner of Rangoon by Claude Schauli. The inter-
national Francophone Film Festival of Bratislava provided a unique opportu-
nity to promote la Francophonie and to promote the Canadian film industry
in Slovakia by featuring five recent films from Quebec in 2005: 20h17, rue
Darling by B. Emond; Le bonheur c’est une chanson triste by F. Delisle; Littoral
by W. Mouawad; La face cachée de la lune by R. Lepage; and Elles étaient 5 by
G. Coté.
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e Kanadska velvyslankyna

Valerie Raymondova
odovzdala v jini 2009
poverovacie listiny
prezidentovi SR lvanovi
Gasparovifovi (vpravo).
Foto: archiv Kancelarie
prezidenta SR

<
Canadian Ambassador
Valerie Reymond presented
her credentials to the
President of the Slovak
Republic Ivan Gasparovi¢
(right) on June, 2009.
Photo: Archive of the
Presidential Office of the SR

narodenia skladatela Eugena Suchoria spojend s koncertom mladych ka- -

nadskych umelcov (marec 2009) a vystava fotografii Filipa Kuliseva pocas
zimnych olympijskych hier vo Vancouveri (februar 2010).

Velmi dobrou propagéaciou Slovenska v Kanade boli juniorské majstrovstva
sveta v hokeji v Ottawe (26. decembra 2008 aZ 5. januara 2009) a zimné olym-
pijské hry (dalej len ,ZOH®) vo Vancouveri vo februari 2010. Na ZOH sa zu-
¢astnil aj prezident Ga§parovi¢, minister zahrani¢nych veci Miroslav Laj¢ak
a minister $kolstva, vedy, vyskumu a §portu Jan Mikolaj.

Detsky chor z Toronta predstavil v Bratislave v marci 2004 Oratérium Terezin,
ktoré zlozila Kanadanka Ruth Fazalova (vychddza z pribehov Zidovskych deti
zadrziavanych v severnych Cechéach v rokoch 1941 - 1944). Folkové duo Zubot
a Dawson vystupilo v juni 2008 na country festivale v Trnave. V tomto obdobi
boli premietané na festivaloch v Bratislave viaceré kanadské filmy. Napriklad
v roku 2005 na festivale Jeden svet o Iudskych pravach to boli Olivia’s Puzzle
od Jasona DaSilvu a Aung San Suu Kyi: Vizeri z Rangunu od Clauda Schaula.
Medzinarodny frankofénny filmovy festival v Bratislave poskytol jedine¢nu
prileZitost na propagaciu frankofénie a kanadského filmového priemyslu na
Slovensku. Predstavil v roku 2005 piat novych filmov z Quebecu: 20h17 rue
Darling od Bernarda Emonda, Le bonheur c'est une chanson triste od Francois
Delisle, Littoral od Wajdiho Mouawada, La face cachée de la lune od Roberta
Lepaga a Elles étaient 5 od Ghyslaine Coté.

Od roku 2007 uc¢inkovala s Baletom Slovenského narodného divadla v Bratislave
kanadska baletka Ana-Sanziana Beschia.
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B Curent Slovak-Canadian Relations

(2010-2018])

Foreign Policy Frameworks

Canada and Slovakia are currently close allies and partners. The countries are
bound together in the collective defence framework of NATO, the Canada-EU
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) as well as the Strate-
gic Partnership Agreement between the EU and Canada. Both states share
the same position on current international questions, including the situa-
tion in Ukraine, which is a priority for both countries’ foreign policies. Both
countries are involved in the stabilization of Iraq through non-combatant
activities of NATO.

2017 was a key year in relations - from 1 April, the EU-Canada Strategic Part-
nership Agreement (SPA) between the EU and Canada started to be applied
provisionally, and from 21 September the Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement between the EU and Canada (CETA) also came into provisional ap-
plication. It immediately eliminated tariffs between Canada and the EU on
98% of EU tariff-lines, resulting in savings and greater choice for consumers
and business and generating good jobs for people in both countries. Both
agreements created a platform for further deepening of political ties, trade
and investment between the Slovak Republic and Canada. Slovakia played
an important role during its first-ever presidency of the Council of the Eu-
ropean Union as a constructive honest broker at the time of finalizing the
talks on the signing of the CETA and SPA Agreements. The agreements were
signed at the 16" EU-Canada Summit on 30 October 2016 in Brussels, with the
participation of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada and Slovak Prime

Minister Robert Fico.

Canada and Slovakia are part of NATO’s rotating military presence in the Bal-
tic States. Canada’s commitment to European security is demonstrated by its
role as the leading country in Latvia of a strengthened military presence at
the eastern border of NATO (Enhanced Forward Presence). On the basis of
a government and parliamentary decision, in July 2018, Slovakia deployed
152 soldiers to Latvia, who will operate there under Canadian command. Slo-
vakia’s important contribution to the NATO multinational force will help to
ensure the security and defence of our Baltic allies and of Europe by deter-

ring potential threats.
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I S ucasnost slovensko-kanadskych vztahov

(2010 - 2018)

Zahranicnopolitické ramce

Krajina javorového listu je v su¢asnosti partnerom a blizkym spojencom SR,
s ktorym nas spaja zavizok kolektivnej obrany v ramci NATO a rozvijanie
strategického partnerstva medzi EU a Kanadou. Oba $taty maji rovnaka hod-
notovd orientaciu zahrani¢nej politiky a velmi podobny postoj k aktudlnym
medzinarodnym otdzkam vratane situacie na Ukrajine, ktora je prioritnou
zahraniénopolitickou témou Kanady i Slovenska. Obe krajiny sa angazuju
v stabilizacii Iraku prostrednictvom nebojovych aktivit NATO.

Z pohladu vztahov SR/EU - Kanada bol rok 2017 klu¢ovym - od 1. aprila sa za-
¢ala predbezne uplattiovat politickd Dohoda o strategickom partnerstve (SPA)
medzi EU a Kanadou a od 21. septembra ekonomickd Komplexnd hospoddr-
ska a obchodnd dohoda medzi EU a Kanadou (CETA). Obe zmluvy vytvaraju
platformu pre dalsie prehlbovanie politickych vézieb a obchodnti vymenu
medzi SR a Kanadou pod hlavi¢kou EU. (Slovensko zohralo délezitu dlohu
konstruktivneho honest brokera v ¢ase finalizacie rozhovorov o podpise do-
héd CETA a SPA. Dohody boli nakoniec podpisané na 16. samite EU - Kanada
30. oktobra 2016 v Bruseli za ti¢asti premiéra Kanady Justina Trudeaua a pre-
miéra SR Roberta Fica.)

Kanada je sucastou rotujucej vojenskej pritomnosti v Pobalti a v Lotyssku
posobi ako veduca krajina posilnenej vojenskej pritomnosti na vychodnej
hranici NATO (Enhanced Forward Presence). Na zaklade rozhodnutia vlady
a parlamentu vyslalo Slovensko v juli 2018 do Loty$ska 152 vojakov, ktori tam
v sucasnosti podsobia pod kanadskym velenim.

Za ostatné roky sa tispe$ne rozbehla aj parlamentna spolupraca. V juni 2016
bola z iniciativy ambasady SR v Ottawe v kanadskom parlamente zalozena a re-
gistrovana skupina priatelstva so SR. Skupina ma 23 ¢lenov zastupujacich
hlavné politické strany a obe komory parlamentu. Slovenské velvyslanectvo
udrZuje s ¢lenmi parlamentnej skupiny Zivé kontakty a usiluje sa 0 maximal-
ne vyuzitie existujucich kontaktov pre rozsirenie politickych a ekonomicko-
-investi¢nych vizieb. Poslanci kanadského parlamentu pravidelne navstevuju
Slovensko a Kanceldria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave pravidelne hosti
pracovné podujatia pre Skupinu priatelstva s Kanadou a USA NR SR.
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- In recent years, Canada has deepened its engagement of the regional V4 group-

ing. In 2014, a Slovak diplomatic initiative during the Presidency of the Slovak
Republic in the V4 formalized this cooperation. Canada since that time has
been conducting regular annual consultations with the V4 at the level of po-
litical directors, contributing to the exchange and coordination of positions
on the foreign policy and defence agenda. To date, four rounds have been
held, the host alternating between the country holding the V4 presidency
and Canada. Practical cooperation with the V4 has included Canadian sup-
port for project activities of the International Visegrad Fund. Between 2014
and 2015, Ottawa was involved in co-financing projects totalling EUR 133,000.
The projects were aimed at promoting dialogue between representatives of
the civil society of Ukraine and the V4 countries as well as the Eastern Part-

nership countries.

Parliamentary cooperation continues to be successful. In June 2016, at the
initiative of the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa, the Canadian Parliament estab-
lished and registered a friendship group with the Slovak Republic. The group
has 23 members representing the main political parties and both chambers
of Parliament. The Slovak Embassy maintains strong contacts with members
of the parliamentary group and strives to maximize the use of existing con-
tacts for the expansion of political, trade and investment ties. Members of the
Parliament of Canada regularly visit Slovakia, and the Office of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava regularly hosts networking events for the US-Canada
Friendship Group of the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

Intensive ties between the two countries continue to involve the large Slo-
vak-Canadian community, in particular through a wide range of cultural and
social events. The Slovak Embassy in Ottawa, in cooperation with the Office
for Slovaks Living Abroad, has been assisting a number of expatriate organi-
zations in the last few years under a subsidy mechanism from government
sources. In its contacts with expatriates but also with other partners, the
Slovak Embassy uses modern social networks as well as regular visiting days
to selected Canadian cities. The Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava
maintains contact with interested members of the small Canadian commu-

nity in Slovakia, including organizing social and cultural events.
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e Slovensky minister obrany
Jaroslav Baska daroval
svojmu kanadskému
kolegovi Petrovi MacKayovi
dres. Kanada 3. marca 2010.
Foto: Pavol Vitko

>

® Slovak Minister of Defence
Jaroslav Baska presenting
a jersey to his Canadian
counterpart Minister Peter
MacKay. Canada, March 3,
2010. Photo: Pavol Vitko

Kanada v ostatnych rokoch ,objavila® regionalne zoskupenie V4. V roku 2014
doslo z iniciativy slovenskej diplomacie poéas predsednictva SR vo V4 do-
konca k sformalizovaniu tejto spoluprace. Kanada odvtedy vedie pravidel-
né vyro¢né konzultacie na arovni politickych riaditelov rezortov diplomacie
krajin V4 a Kanady, ktoré prispievaju k vymene a koordinacii stanovisk k za-
hrani¢nopolitickej a obrannej agende. Doteraz prebehli $tyri kola konzul-
tacii. Prakticka spolupraca po linii V4 sa uspes$ne pretavila aj do kanadskej
podpory projektovych aktivit Medzinarodného vysehradského fondu. V ob-
dobi rokov 2014 - 2015 sa Ottawa podielala na spolufinancovani projektov
v celkovej vyske 133-tisic eur. Projekty boli zamerané na podporu dialégu
medzi zastupcami ob¢ianskej spolo¢nosti Ukrajiny a krajin V4, ako aj krajin
Vychodného partnerstva.

Na intenzivnych medziludskych vézbach oboch krajin sa nadalej podiela po-
¢etna slovenska komunita najmaé sirokym spektrom kultirno-spolo¢enskych
podujati. Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe v spolupraci s Uradom pre Slo-
vakov zijucich v zahrani¢i pomdaha v ostatnych rokoch viacerym krajanskym

organizaciam v rdmci dotaé¢ného mechanizmu z vladnych zdrojov.
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B Representative Offices

In this period, the Slovak Republic was represented in Canada by experi-
enced diplomats - Ambassadors Milan Kollar (2010-2014) and Andrej Droba
(2014-2018). As of September 2018, the former Director of the Foreign Policy
Department of the Office of the President of the Slovak Republic Vit Koziak
assumed the position of Ambassador to Canada. In their work, they could also
rely on a network of honorary consulates covering the largest Canadian cities
and provinces - Toronto (Mikula§ Martincek), Montreal (Dezider Michaletz),
Calgary (Ludovit Zanzotto until 2012; Richard Wolfli 2012-2014; Eva Hadzima
2014 - present) and Vancouver (Stanislav Lisiak from 1994 to 2014); Pavol Hol-
losy (2014 - present). The Honorary Consulate in Winnipeg functioned under
the leadership of Jozef Krigka from 1994 and was closed in 2012.

The work of honorary consulates is primarily focused on the provision of con-
sular, visa, business and tourist information about Slovakia to the wider Ca-
nadian public, the development of bilateral relations and economic coopera-
tion between Canada and the Slovak Republic, and outreach to the expatriate

community in the specific territory.
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e Kanadsky minister zahra-
ni¢ného obchodu Peter Van
Loan a slovensky minister
prace, socialnych veci
a rodiny Jozef Mihal podpi-
sali dohodu IEC o mobilite

mladeze, Bratislava jul 2010.

Foto: archiv kanadského
velvyslanectva
v

® Canadian Minister of Inter-
national Trade Peter Van
Loan and Slovak Minister
of Labor, Social Affaires and
Family Jozef Mihdl, signing
the IEC Youth Mobility
Agreement, Bratislava, July,
2010. Photo: archive of the
Office of the Embassy of
Canada in Bratislava

Pri kontaktoch s krajanmi, ale i dal§imi partnermi, vyuZiva slovenskad amba- -

sdda moderné socidlne siete, ale aj pravidelné vyjazdové dni do vybranych
kanadskych miest. Kancelaria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave udrziava
kontakty so zainteresovanymi ¢lenmi malej kanadskej komunity na Slovensku

vratane organizovania spolo¢enskych a kulttrnych podujati.

e Velvyslanec SR v Kanade Milan
Kollar (vpravo) s predsedom
kanadskej vlady Stephenom
Harperom (vlavo) na podujati
Tribute to Liberty, Toronto
30. maja 2074. Foto: archiv
Milana Kollara

>
Slovak Ambassador to Canada
Milan Kollar (right) with Prime
Minister of Canada Stephen
Harper (left) at the “Tribute

to Liberty” charitable event,
Toronto, May 30, 2074. Photo:
archive of M Kolldr
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Cenu prezidenta Slovenskej republiky
odovzdal na filmovom festivale
Ekotopfilm 2011 vedici Kancelarie
prezidenta SR Milan Ci¢ kanadskej
chargé d‘affaires Kathy Bunka za film
Architekti zmien: Ni¢ nie je stratené
reziséra Jeana Bourbonnaisa, Bratislava
oktdber 2011. Foto: TASR

<«
The Award of the President of the Slovak
Republic at the Ekotopfilm Festival
2071 was presented by the Head of the
Office of the President of the SR Milan
Ci¢ to Canadian Chargé d‘affaires Kathy
Bunka for the film Architects of Changes:
Nothing is lost by Jean Bourbonnais.
Bratislava, October 2011. Photo: TASR
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To date, Canada has not had a separate embassy in Slovakia. Mainly for geo-
graphic reasons, in 2013 Canada stopped covering Slovakia from its embassy
in Prague and moved its affairs to the embassy in Vienna. The following am-
bassadors served in this period: Valerie Raymond (from Prague) (2009-2013),
and John Barrett (2013-2014), Mark Bailey (2014-2017) and Heidi Hulan (Sep-
tember 2017 to present) from Vienna. The Embassy relies on its Office of the
Embassy of Canada in Bratislava to carry out its activities in Slovakia. Since
2004, a Chargé d’affaires has been serving in Bratislava: John Broadbent, not-
ed above (2004-2008), Georges Lemieux (2008-2011), Kathy Bunka (2011-2016)
and John von Kaufmann (September 2016 - present).

Visits of Political Representatives

During this period, the following working visits were made by Canadian of-
ficials: Minister of International Trade Peter Van Loan (July 2010), Secretary
of State for Consular Affairs and Pan-American Cooperation Diane Ablonczy
(June 2012), Minister of Foreign Affairs John Baird (April 2014), and six mem-
bers of the Canadian Parliament - members of the EU-Canada Parliamentary
Group (April 2016). Minister of International Trade (subsequently Minister of
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e Potomkovia zakladatelov
zaniknutej slovenskej
dedinky Bradlo nedaleko
mesta Hearst v severnom
Ontariu s velvyslancom SR
v Kanade Milanom Kollarom
(vpravo od pamétnej
tabule), august 2012. Foto:
archiv Milana Kollara

zr

® The descendants of the
founders of the small
defunct Slovak village
of Bradlo near Hearst in
northern Ontario, with the
Ambassador of the Slovak
Republic to Canada Milan
Kolldr (right from the
memorial plaque), August
2012. Photo: archive
M. Kollar

® Pri prilezitosti 10. vyrocia

zalozenia SlovakAid udelil
v oktébri 2013 minister
zahraniénych veci a eurépskych
zalezitosti SR Miroslav
Lajcak (v strede) zlatu
plaketu Kanadanovi Davidovi
Chaplinovi (vpravo) a Slovakovi
Marianovi Cauéikovi (vlavo).
Foto: archiv Ministerstva
zahrani¢nych veci a eurépskych
zalezitosti SR

v
On the occasion of the 10t
anniversary of the founding
of SlovakAid in October 2013
Canadian David Chaplin (right)
was awarded the Gold Plaque
of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Minister Lajc¢dk (center)
and Slovak awardee Marian
Caucik (left). Photo: archive
of the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs

Zastupitelské arady

Slovensku republiku zastupovali v Kanade v tomto obdobi skdseni diploma-
ti - velvyslanci Milan Kollar (2010 - 2014) a Andrej Droba (2014 - 2018). Novy
veduci zastupitelského uradu Vit Koziak (byvaly riaditel Odboru zahrani¢nych
vztahov Kancelarie prezidenta SR) odovzdal poverovacie listiny do ruk general-
nej guvernérky Kanady Juliette Payetteovej 5. septembra 2018. Vo svojej praci
sa mohli opriet aj o siet honorarnych konzulatov pokryvajucich najvicsie ka-
nadské mesta a provincie - Toronto (Michael Martinéek), Montreal (Dezider
Michaletz), Calgary (Ludovit Zanzotto do r. 2012, Richard Wolfli 2012 - 2014, Eva
Hadzima) a Vancouver (Stanislav LiSiak od r. 1994 do r. 2014; Pavol Hollosy). Ho-
norarny konzulat vo Winnipegu fungoval pod vedenim Jozefa Kisku od roku
1994 a v roku 2012 bol zavrety.

Cinnost honorarnych konzulatov je zamerana predovetkym na podavanie
konzularnych, vizovych, obchodnych a turistickych informadcii irokej kanad-
skej verejnosti, rozvoj bilateralnych vztahov a ekonomickej spoluprace medzi
Kanadou a SR a na krajanskta komunitu v sidle uradu.
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- Foreign Affairs) Chrystia Freeland visited Bratislava in September 2016 to meet

with Slovak Minister of Economy Peter Ziga and to participate in a work-
ing dinner with EU trade ministers during the Slovak presidency of the EU
Council. Her visit to Bratislava was considered successful and important in

terms of reaching a subsequent agreement on the signing of the CETA.

e Kanadsky minister zahrani¢nych veci
John Baird (v strede) sprevadzany
generalnym riaditelom Velislavom
Bakardjievom (vlavo) a velvyslancom
Markom Baileym (vpravo) navstivil
spolo¢nost Martinrea vo Svatom Jure,
april 2074. Foto: archiv velvyslanectva
Kanady

>

e Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs
John Baird (centre) accompanied by
Managing Director Velislav Bakardjiev
(left) and Ambassador Mark Bailey
(right) visiting Martinrea Company in
Svaty Jur, April,2074. Photo: archive of
the Office of the Embassy of Canada
in Bratislava

e Michelle Rempelova (vlavo), poslan-
kyna kanadského parlamentu so
slovenskymi korerimi, a velvyslanec
SR v Kanade Andrej Droba na Sloven-
skom dni v Miltone nedaleko Toronta,
jual 2016. Foto: archiv velvyslanectva
SR v Kanade

e Michelle Rempel (left), Member of
Parliament of Canada with Slovak
roots and Slovak Ambassador to
Canada Andrej Droba at the Slovak
Day in Milton, near Toronto, July, 2016.
Photo: archive of the Slovak Embassy
in Canada
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e Kanadsky minister zahrani¢-

nych veci John Baird (vpravo)
so slovenskym ministrom
zahraniénych veci a eurép-
skych zalezZitosti Miroslavom
Laj¢akom, Bratislava april
2014. Foto: archiv kanadskej
ambasady

v
Canadian Minister of Foreign
Affairs John Baird (right)
with Slovak Minister of
Foreign and European Affairs
Miroslav Lajcdk, Bratislava,
April, 2074. Photo: archive of
the Office of the Embassy of
Canada in Bratislava

Kanada doposial nema na Slovensku samostatné velvyslanectvo. Najmi z geo- -

grafickych dovodov prestala v roku 2013 pokryvat Slovensko zo svojho velvy-
slanectva v Prahe a presunula danu agendu na velvyslanectvo vo Viedni. Na
poste velvyslanca sa v tomto obdobi postupne vystriedali: Valerie Raymondo-
va - posobila este v Prahe (2009 - 2013), John Barrett (2013 - 2014), Mark Bailey
(2014 - 2017) a Heidi Alberta Hulanova (september 2017 - podnes). Velvyslanec-
tvo sa opiera pri realizacii svojich aktivit na Slovensku o svoju Kancelariu
velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave. Vo funkcii chargé d’affaires sluzili v Brati-
slave od roku 2010: Georges Lemieux (2008 - 2011), Kathy Bunka (2011 - 2016)
a John von Kautmann (september 2016 - podnes).

VL TATY AT A
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- Also, a meeting was held by Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the

Slovak Republic Miroslav Laj¢ak with his then-colleague Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Canada, Stéphane Dion (July 2016) on the margins of the NATO sum-
mit in Warsaw. Dion later (in May 2017 and May 2018), in the capacity of Special
Envoy of the Prime Minister of Canada to the EU and Europe, took part in
the GLOBSEC Conference in Bratislava. Canada’s CETA Envoy, Pierre Pettigrew,
a former Minister of Foreign Affairs and of International Trade, visited Brati-
slava in February 2017 to discuss the process of CETA ratification with Slovak
officials and members of the National Council, and took part in the opening
of the exhibit Canada Day One on the experience of immigrants to Canada at
the University Library in Bratislava, organized by the Office of the Embassy

of Canada in Bratislava.
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o Statny tajomnik Ministerstva

zahrani¢nych veci a eurdpskych
zalezitosti SR Ivan Korcok
(vlavo) prijal v aprili 2016
kanadskd parlamentnt
delegaciu (Canada-Europe
Parliamentary Association),
ktord viedol senator Percy
Downe (vpravo). Foto: archiv
Ministerstva zahrani¢nych veci
a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR

<
State Secretary of the Slovak
Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs Ivan Korcok
(left) received on April 2016 the
Canada-Europe Parliamentary
Association Delegation led by
Senator Percy Downe. Photo:
archive of the Ministry of Fo-
reign and European Affairs

Navstevy politickych predstavitelov

V tomto obdobi sa uskutoé¢nili takéto pracovné navstevy kanadskych predsta-
vitelov: ministra medzinarodného obchodu Kanady Petra Van Loana (jul 2010),
$tatnej tajomnicky MZV pre konzuldrne zaleZitosti a panamericka spolupra-
cu Diane Ablonczyovej (jan 2012), ministra zahrani¢nych veci Johna Bairda
(april 2014), siestich poslancov kanadského parlamentu - ¢lenov parlamentnej
skupiny EU - Kanada (april 2016), vtedaj$ej ministerky pre medzinarodny ob-
chod a stucasnej $éfky diplomacie Chrystie Freelandovej (u¢ast na pracovnej
vederi s ministrami hospoddrstva ¢lenskych krajin EU pocas predsednictva SR
v Rade EU v septembri 2016. Jej navsteva v Bratislave je povaZovana za tispe$nt
a dolezitta z pohladu dosiahnutia naslednej dohody o podpisani CETA).

Taktiez sa uskuto¢nilo zoznamovacie rokovanie ministra zahrani¢nych veci
a europskych zalezitosti SR Miroslava Laj¢aka s rezortnym partnerom Stép-
hanom Dionom (jdil 2016; na okraj samitu NATO vo Varsave). Dion sa neskor
(v mé&ji 2017 a v m4ji 2018) v kapacite osobitného vyslanca Kanady pre EU
a Europu zucastnil konferencie GLOBSEC. Kanadsky vyslanec CETA Pierre
Pettigrew, byvaly minister zahrani¢nych veci a medzinarodného obchodu,
navstivil Bratislavu vo februari 2017 s cielom diskutovat o procese ratifikacie
CETA so slovenskymi predstavitelmi a ¢lenmi narodnej rady a zucastnil sa
otvorenia vystavy Kanada: Deti 1 o skusenostiach pristahovalcov do Kanady
v Univerzitnej kniZnici v Bratislave, ktoru zorganizovala Kancelaria velvysla-
nectva Kanady v Bratislave.

Podpredseda kanadskej Dolnej snemovne Bruce Stanton navstivil Bratislavu
v maji 2017, aby sa stretol s podpredsednickou NR SR Luciou Nicholsonovou
a dal$imi troma poslancami (ich diskusia sa sustredila na dohodu CETA).

Pracovnu navstevu Kanady uskuto¢nili v maji 2014 statny tajomnik MZVaEZ
SR Peter Burian a v marci 2015 podpredseda vlady a minister vnutra SR Robert
Kalinak.

Hospodarska spolupraca

Kanada a Slovensko uz dlho vyuzZivaja vynikajace obchodné vztahy a celkovy
obrat vzajomného obchodu sa za poslednych pit rokov zdvojnasobil. Obchod-
ny obrat medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom v roku 2017 sa odhaduje na 485,4 mi-
liéna eur. Kanadsky vyvoz na Slovensko predstavoval v roku 2017 72,8 miliéna
eur a dominovali v tom mineralne suroviny a mineralne oleje, vozidla, stroje
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- Deputy Speaker of the Canadian House of Commons Bruce Stanton visited
Bratislava on May 22, 2017 to meet with Deputy Speaker of the Slovak National
Council Lucia Nicholsonova as well as three other MPs to discuss CETA. In
May 2014, a working visit to Canada took place by State Secretary Peter Burian
of the Slovak Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, and in March 2015 by
Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Robert Kalinak.

Trade and Investment

Canada and Slovakia have enjoyed excellent trade relations for many years
and the total turnover of mutual trade has doubled over the last five years.

Two-way merchandise trade between Canada and Slovakia was valued at EUR
485.4 million in 2017. Canadian exports to Slovakia accounted for EUR 72.8 mil-
lion in 2017 of that total and were led by mineral raw materials and mineral

a elektronika. Dovoz zo Slovenska bol vyéisleny na 412,6 miliéna eur. Naj-
vyznamnej$i vyvoz zahfnial motorové vozidla, stroje a siciastky, elektroniku
a elektrické stroje.

Dalgou stcastou obchodnych vztahov medzi Kanadou a Slovenskom je ob-
chod so sluzbami. Dvojstranny obchod so sluzbami dosiahol v roku 2017 vys-
ku 24,8 miliéna eur, z ¢oho bolo 14,4 miliona slovenského exportu sluzieb do
Kanady a 10,4 miliéna eur dovozu sluzieb z Kanady.

Dolezity impulz pre pokracujuci rast vzajomného obchodu predstavuje Kom-
plexna hospodarska a obchodna dohoda medzi Kanadou a Eurépskou tiniou
(CETA), podla ktorej sa na zaklade predbezného uplatriovania v septembri 2017
odstranili dovozné cld na 98 % poloZiek obchodovanych medzi EU a Kanadou.

Okrem zopar distribu¢nych a predajnych operacii ma Kanada na Slovensku
niekolko vyrobnych a servisnych spolo¢nosti vratane spolo¢nosti Martinrea

® Podpis Komplexnej hospodarskej a obchodnej dohody
medzi Kanadou a EU (CETA) a Dohody o strategickom
partnerstve (SPA) pocas slovenského predsednictva

.
EU - Canada Summit
U E v EU, Brusel 30. oktébra 2016. Zlava: Jean-Claude
= ker, predsed 6pskej komisie; i deau,
sommet Canada Jncker, redseds Eudple ol sty Trdes

Eurépskej rady; a Robert Fico, predseda vlady SR.
Brussels Bruxelles Foto: archiv zastGpenia Kanady pri EU
<

® Signing the Canada-EU Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) and Strategic Partnership
Agreement (SPA) during the Slovak EU Presidency,
Brussels, 30 October, 2016. From left to right: Jean-
Claude Juncker, President of the European Commission;
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada; Donald
Tusk, President of the European Council and Robert
Fico, Slovak Prime Minister. Photo: archive of the
Mission of Canada to the European Union

® Ministerka zahrani¢ného obchodu (neskér ministerka
zahrani¢nych veci) Chrystia Freelandova sa stretla
v septembri 2016 v Bratislave so slovenskym ministrom
hospodarstva Petrom Zigom. Foto: archiv kanadského
velvyslanectva

>

e Minister of International Trade (subsequently Minister
of Foreign Affairs) Chrystia Freeland met with Slovak
Minister of Economy Peter Ziga, Bratislava, September
20176. Photo: archive of the Office of the Embassy of
Canada in Bratislava
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- oils, vehicles and parts, machinery and electronics and electrical machinery.

Imports from Slovakia were valued at EUR 412.6 million. Leading exports
included motor vehicles, machinery and parts and electronics and electrical

machinery.

Trade in services is another component of the Canada-Slovakia commercial
relationship. Bilateral trade in services amounted to EUR 24.8 million in
2017, with EUR 14.4 million of Slovak exports of services to Canada and EUR
10.4 million of imports of services from Canada.

An important stimulus for the continued growth of mutual trade will be the
Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA), under which tariffs on 98% of product lines traded between the EU
and Canada were eliminated upon provisional application in September 2017.

In addition to several distribution and sales operations, Canada has a num-
ber of manufacturing and services companies active in Slovakia, including
Martinrea Fluid Systems (brake and fuel lines for cars), Magna Slovteca (car
mirrors), GETRAG/Magna FORD Transmissions (car transmissions), Wind-
sor Machine & Stamping (car headrests), IKO Shingles (roofing shingles), CGI

(ICT) and Colonnade Insurance (financial services). Corinex Communications
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e Skupinova fotografia zo

Slovenského dna v Ottawe
v oktébri 2017. Foto: archiv
velvyslanectva SR v Kanade

v
Group photo from The Slovak
Day in Ottawa, October 2017.
Photo: archive of the Slovak
Embassy in Canada.

Byvalé hokejové hviezdy NHL
Peter Bondra (vpravo vzadu)
a Marian Hossa (vpravo)
podpisuju fotografie na
Slovenskom dni v Ottawe
v oktdbri 2017. Foto: archiv
velvyslanectva SR v Kanade

v
Former NHL hockey stars Peter
Bondra (far right) and Marian
Hossa (right) while signing
photographs at the Slovak
Day in Ottawa, October 2017.
Photo: archive of the Slovak
Embassy in Canada

Fluid Systems (brzdové a palivové linky pre automobily), Magna Slovteca (zr-
kadla do auta), Getrag Ford Transmissions medzinarodnej skupiny Magna
(prevodovky automobilov), Windsor Machine & Stamping (opierky hlavy se-
dadiel aut), IKO (stre$né sindle), CGI (IKT) a Colonnade Insurance (finané¢né
sluzby). Spolo¢nost Corinex Communications Corp., ktora je lidrom v oblasti
navrhovania a vyroby $pic¢kovych komunikaénych rieseni pre $irokopasmové
internetové a smart grid systémy, so sidlom vo Vancouveri ma centrum vysku-
mu a vyvoja na Slovensku. Kanceldria velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave sice
nemad oficidlne ¢isla, ale odhaduje celkovii hodnotu investicii kanadskych
spolo¢nosti vratane kanadskych investicii na Slovensku prostrednictvom za-
hrani¢nych pobociek a dcérskych spolo¢nosti na viac ako 600 miliénov ka-
nadskych dolarov (skoro 400 milénov eur). Takmer 1500 Slovakov je zamest-
nanych priamo spolo¢nostami, ktoré maji spojenie s Kanadou.

Oficialne $tatistické zdroje pre investicie slovenskych spolo¢nosti v Kanade
nie su k dispozicii. Softvérova spolo¢nost ESET otvorila v roku 2012 vyskumné
a vyvojové centrum v Montreale a v roku 2016 kanadské ustredie v Toronte.
Dal$ia tispe$nd slovenska firma Aliter Technologies (spolo¢nost zamerana na
komunikaéné technoldgie) sa tiez uchytila v Kanade. Slovenska spolo¢nost
Sygic, ktord je lidrom vo vyrobe globalnych automobilovych naviga¢nych sys-

témov, nedavno zalozila v Toronte svoje severoamerické sidlo.
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- Corp., a leader in designing and manufacturing cutting-edge communica-

tion solutions for broadband and SmartGrid systems, headquartered in Van-
couver, has an R & D centre in Slovakia. While no official numbers are avail-
able, the Office of the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava estimates the overall

value of investment of Canadian companies, including Canadian investment

e Kanadsky vyslanec CETA Pierre Pettigrew
(4. sprava) otvoril pocas svojej navstevy
Slovenska vystavu Kanada: Deri 1. Na
snimke s nim stoja - velvyslanec Mark
Bailey (3. zlava), Caroline Charette, riadi-
telka sekretariatu CETA, a tim Kancelarie
kanadského velvyslanectva v Bratislave:
obchodny radca Milan Harustiak (1. zlava),
office manazérka Magdaléna Cerfianska
(4. zlava), chargé d‘affaires John von Kauf-
mann (3. sprava), konzularna asistentka
Lubica Koniarova (2. sprava) a Dusan
Pastorek, politické otazky a verejna diplo-
macia (1. sprava), Bratislava februar 2017.
Foto: archiv velvyslanectva Kanady

>

® (Canada’s CETA Envoy Pierre Pettigrew
(4t from right) during his visit to Slovakia
opened the exhibit “Canada Day 1".
Pictured with him are Ambassador Mark
Bailey (3 from left), Caroline Charette,
Director of the CETA Secretariat (second
from left), and the team of the Office of
the Embassy of Canada in Bratislava:
Trade Commissioner Milan Harustiak
(7 from left), Office Manager Magdaléna
Cerfianskd (4% from left), Chargé d'affaires
John von Kaufmann (3 from right),
Consular Assistant Lubica Koniarovd
(2 from right), and Political and Public
Diplomacy Officer Dusan Pastorek (1
from right), Bratislava, February 28, 2077.
Photo: archive of the Office of the Embassy
of Canada in Bratislava
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Specialny vyslanec predsedu
vlady a byvaly minister
zahrani¢nych veci Kanady
Stéphane Dion sa zG¢astnil
v maji 2017 na konferencii
GLOBSEC v Bratislave.
Foto: archiv GLOBSEC

>
Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister and Former Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Canada
Stéphane Dion, took part
in the GLOBSEC Conference
in Bratislava, May 2017.
Photo: archive of GLOBSEC

Prihovor velvyslanca Marka
Baileyho pri prilezitosti
otvorenia vystavy o dejinach
pristahovalectva do Kanady
v Univerzitnej kniznici
v Bratislave, februar 2017. Foto:
archiv kanadskej ambasady

<

Statement by Ambassador Mark
Bailey on the occasion of the
opening of an exhibition on the
history of immigration to Cana-
da at the University Library in
Bratislava, February 2017. Photo:
archive of the Office of the Em-
bassy of Canada in Bratislava

Oblasf verejnej a kultarnej diplomacie

V priestoroch slovenskej ambasady v Ottawe sa uskutoénili pocetné vystavy
slovensko-kanadskych umelcov, napriklad vytvarnikov Mikulasa Kravjanského
(m4j 2011), Andrey Dankaninovej a mdédnej navrharky Jany Hanzel (septem-
ber 2011), Emila Purgitiu (november 2013), keramikarky Zuzany Kunstadt
(marec 2014), vytvarnika Eda Ambroéza a Sperkarky Andrey Kolpaskej (april
2014) a vytvarnic¢ky Esther Bryanovej (april 2014), prezentdcia knihy historika
Maridna Marka Stolarika The Prague Spring and the Warsaw Pact Invasion
of Czechoslovakia 1968, Forty Years Later (oktober 2010) a Where is my Home?
(november 2012), prezentacia knihy fotografii slovenského fotografa Jozefa
Mytneho Neznd revoliicia 1989 - Velvet Revolution (oktéber 2011).
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- in Slovakia via foreign affiliates and subsidiaries, at over CAD 600 million,

and close to 1,500 Slovaks are employed directly by companies with connec-

tions to Canada.

Official statistical sources are not available for Investments of Slovak compa-
nies in Canada. The cyber security software company ESET opened a research
and development centre in Montreal in 2012, and Canadian headquarters in
Toronto in 2016. Another successful Slovak company, Aliter Technologies (ICT
company specialized in communication technologies), has also established
a presence in Canada. The Slovak company Sygic, a leader in production of
global automotive navigation systems, recently established a North American

presence in Toronto.
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e Kanadska velvyslankyna Heidi

Hulanova pocas odovzdavania

poverovacich listin prezidentovi

SR Andrejovi Kiskovi. Foto:

archiv Kancelarie prezidenta SR
<«

Canadian Ambassador

Heidi Hulan presenting her

credentials to Slovak President

Andrej Kiska, January,

2018. Photo: archive of the

Presidential office of the SR

Milan Kollar otvoril prezentaciu Torontského slovenského divadla v rdmci -

cyklu Portréty uspesnych Slovakov venovanu Zivotu a dielu fotografa Yuriho
Dojc¢a (maj 2013), koncert Bratislavského chlapéenského zboru v Ottawe (sep-
tember 2013) a vystavu fotografii Yuriho Doj¢a Love Song to Slovakia v hale
Mestského tradu v Ottawe (november 2013).

Medzi hlavné kultirno-prezenta¢né podujatia za rok 2016 mézeme zaradit vy-
stavu slovenského fotografa a cestovatela Filipa Kuliseva v priestoroch MZV
Kanady (jun), vystavu vytvarnych diel a keramiky kanadskych umelky so slo-
venskym pévodom Dariny BoldiZzarovej a Zuzany Kunstadt (marec; december),
literarne turné spisovatelky Petry Nagyovej-DZerengovej v Ottawe, Toronte
a Calgary (oktober) a prezentaciu Muzea holokaustu na péde velvyslanectva
SR (september). V roku 2017 to boli koncerty zndmeho slovenského hudobnika
Pavla Hammela v Ottawe a Toronte (m4j), vystava kanadskej umelkyne sloven-
ského povodu Esther Bryanovej Quilt of Belonging na péde ottawskej radnice
(jun) a premietanie filmu Utitelka vo viacerych kanadskych mestach v ramci
32. ro¢nika eurdpskeho filmového festivalu (november).

Pri prilezitosti oslav 150. vyroc¢ia zaloZenia Kanady pripravilo slovenské velvy-
slanectvo 1. oktobra 2017 mimoriadne Gspe$né prezentaéné podujatie s na-
zvom Slovensky dert, ktoré bolo najva¢sim svojho druhu v Kanade od vzniku
samostatnej SR. Celodenna navstevnost podujatia dosiahla uroven viac ako
6-tisic ludi. Slovensky deni, jeden zo 47 podobnych tematickych dni v radmci
projektu Ottawa Welcomes The World, predstavil Slovensko ako modernt kra-

jinu s dérazom na turizmus, $port, kultiru, investicie a inovacie.

Na pdde ottawskej radnice sa v maji 2018 uskutoénila vernisaz vystavy Party
v 21. storodi. 18lo o projekt dvojice slovenskych fotografov Zuzany Sénasiove;j
a Lubomira Saba, umeleckej maliarky Sarah I. Avni a etnologi¢ky Katariny
Chabrecekove;.

Kanadska ambasada a jej bratislavska kancelaria realizovala v ostatnej dekade
viacero akcii v oblasti verejnej diplomacie. V roku 2012 ukoncilo velvyslanectvo
vydavanie periodika Kanadskd mozaika (zac¢alo vychadzat v roku 2004) a pre-
§lo na informovanie verejnosti prostrednictvom Facebooku a socidlnych sieti.
Velvyslanectvo sa podielalo napriklad na projekcii filmu Nickyho rodina (jan
2011), retrospektive filmov kanadskych rezisérov Davida Cronenberga a Atoma
Egoyana (september 2006) a niekolkokrat tiez participovalo na Medzinarod-
nom filmovom festivale Bratislava a Art Film Feste. Zti¢astnilo sa tieZ uve-
denia knih kanadskej spisovatelky Kathy Kacerovej o holokauste (jej rodicia
pochéadzaju zo Slovenska, september 2015), na priprave vystav kanadského

KANADA A SLOVENSKO: PRVYCH 25 ROKOV 99



I Public and Cultural Diplomacy

A number of exhibits were carried out by Canadian artists on the premises of
the Slovak Embassy in Ottawa. Examples are: the artists Mikula$ Kravjansky
(May 2011), Andrea Dankaninova and the fashion designer Jana Hanzel (Sep-
tember 2011), Emil Purginia (November 2013), the ceramist Zuzana Kunstadt
(March 2014), the designer Ed Ambréz and the jewellery designer Andrea
Kolpaska (April 2014) and the artist Esther Bryan (April 2014). In addition,
historian Marian Mark Stolarik presented his book The Prague Spring and
the Warsaw Pact Invasion of Czechoslovakia 1968, Forty Years Later (October
2010), and Slovak photographer Jozef Mytny presentated his book of pho-
tographs of the Neznd revolucia - 1989 - Velvet Revolution (October 2011), and
Stolarik presented his book Where is my Home? Slovak imumigration to North
America, 1870-2012 (November 2012).

Ambassador Kollar opened the presentation of the Toronto Slovak Theater
within the framework of the cycle Portraits of Successful Slovaks dedicated
to the life and work of the photographer Yuri Doj¢ (May 2013), a concert of
the Bratislava Boys Choir in Ottawa (September 2013), and an exhibit of the
photography of Yuri Doj¢ Love Song to Slovakia in the hall of the City Hall
in Ottawa (November 2013).

Among the main cultural and presentation events for 2016 can be included
an exhibition of the Slovak photographer and traveller Filip Kulisev in the
premises of Global Affairs Canada (formerly the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Trade) (June), an exhibition of works of art and ceramics
of the Canadian artists of Slovak origin Darina Boldizar and Susan Kunstadt
(March, December), the literary tour of writer P. Nagy-Jereng in Ottawa, Toron-
to and Calgary (October) and presentation of the Sered Holocaust Museum
on the grounds of the Embassy.

In 2017, the Slovak Embassy was involved in organizing concerts of the famous
Slovak musician Pavel Hammel in Ottawa and Toronto (May), an exhibition
of Canadian artist of Slovak origin Esther Bryan Quilt of Belonging at the Ot-
tawa City Hall (June) and the screening of The Teacher in several Canadian
cities as part of the 32" EU Film Festival.

On the occasion of the celebrations of Canada’s 150" anniversary of Confed-
eration, on 1 October 2017, the Slovak Embassy, in cooperation with several
Canadian Slovak organizations, prepared a successful Slovak Day, which was

the largest of its kind since the founding of the independent Slovak Republic.
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® Znamy kanadsko-slovensky
fotograf Yuri Doj¢ (vlavo)
v akcii pocas otvorenia
svojej vystavy Last Folio
v Bratislave, maj 2018. Foto:
Pavol Demes

9

e Well-known Canadian-
Slovak photographer Yuri
Doj¢ taking a picture during
the opening of his Last Folio
exhibition in Bratislava,
May 2018. Photo: Pavol
Demes

vytvarnika slovenského pévodu Emila Purgitiu (oktober 2015), vytvarnikov -

Darlene Kuligovej (august 2017), Dana O’Neilla (Levo¢a maj 2017), Thomasa
Laxa (Banskd Bystrica december 2008 s oficidlnym otvorenim podas navstevy
generalnej guvernérky) a fotogratky Brigitte Henryovej (marec 2005) ¢i Yuriho
Dojca (maj 2017).

Ambasada je mnoho rokov partnerom festivalu dokumentarnych filmov Jeden
svet, ktory je venovany tematike ludskych prav, a Mesiaca frankofonie, v ram-
ci ktorého sa najnovsie uskutoc¢nilo premietanie filmu Mami! oceriovaného
kanadského reziséra Xaviera Dolana (marec 2018). Ambasada v minulosti tiez
spolupracovala s medzinarodnym festivalom horskych a dobrodruznych fil-
mov Hory a mesto, ktory bol prostrednictvom programového riaditela Alana
Formanka (zijiceho vo Vancouveri) organizovany v uzkej spolupraci s Medzi-
narodnym festivalom horskych filmov vo Vancouveri.
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- More than six thousand people attended the event. The Slovak Day, one of 47

similar thematic days in the project Ottawa Welcomes the World, presented
Slovakia as a modern country with the emphasis on tourism, sports, culture,
investments, and innovation.

The opening of the exhibit Party (traditional Slovak folk headdress) in the 21+
Century was held at Ottawa City Hall in May 2018. This was a project of Slovak
photographers Zuzana Séndasiova and Lubomir Sabo, artist Sarah I. Avni and

ethnologist Katarina Chabrecek.

The Canadian Embassy and its Bratislava office have organised a series of in-
formation and cultural events in the last decade. In 2012, the embassy replaced
its periodical Canadian Mosaic (launched in 2004) with an active social media
presence, in particular on Facebook and other social networks. The embassy
participated, for example, in the screening of the film Nicky’s Family (June
2011), retrospectives of films of Canadian film directors David Cronenberg and
Atom Egoyan (September 2006), in the Bratislava International Film Festival
and ArtFilmFest, the promotion of the books by Canadian writer Kathy Kac-
er (whose parents came from Slovakia) on the Holocaust (September 2015),

102 CANADA AND SLOVAKIA: THE FIRST 25 YEARS

e Slovensko-kanadské stretnutie

v Bratislave: Pavol Deme$
(autor), Vit Koziak (povereny
velvyslanec Slovenska
v Kanade), Mark M. Stolarik
(profesor Ottawskej univerzity),
John von Kaufmann (kanadsky
chargé d‘affaires), Milan
Kollar (byvaly velvyslanec
SR v Kanade), jin 2018. Foto:
archiv P. Demesa

v
Slovak-Canadian meeting
in Bratislava: Pavol Demes
(author), Vit Koziak
(Ambassador Designate of
Slovakia to Canada), Mark M.
Stolarik (professor at University
of Ottawa), John von Kaufmann
(Canadian Chargé d'affaires),
Milan Kolldr (former Slovak
Ambassador to Canada). June,
2018. Photo: archive of P. Demes

e Kanadska velvyslankyna
Heidi Hulanova a povereny
velvyslanec SR v Kanade
Vit Koziak na Dni Kanady
v Bratislave, jun 2018. Foto:
Pavol Demes

v

e (Canadian Ambassador Heidi
Hulan and Ambassador
Designate of Slovakia to
Canada Vit Koziak at
Canada Day celebrations
in Bratislava, June, 2018.
Photo: Pavol Demes

V roku 2018 vydala mlad4 kanadsko-slovenska autorka Zuzana Palovi¢ova kni- -

hu Velky ndvrat zameranu na uspesnych Slovakov, ktori odisli za skisenostami
do zahranic¢ia a vratili sa spidt na Slovensko.

Kanadské velvyslanectvo opakovane podporilo medzinarodny festival sucas-
ného tanca Bratislava v pohybe a v roku 2017 spolupracovalo s medzinarod-
nym festivalom si¢asného umenia Biela noc (Bratislava/Kos$ice, september/
oktoéber), podporilo expertny workshop o kultarnej rozmanitosti v 21. storo¢i
na Univerzite Komenského (september 2017), hostilo uvedenie knihy Ondreja
Mihéla o slovenskej imigracii do Kanady (jun 2017) a zorganizovalo navstevu
kanadskej neziskovej organizacie Wapikoni Mobile, ktora sa venuje dokumen-
tarnej filmovej tvorbe v spolupraci s povodnymi obyvatelmi Kanady. V ramci
jej navstevy sa uskuto¢nili expertny workshop so slovenskymi mimovladnymi
organizaciami, ktoré sa venuju vyli¢enym komunitdm, a niekolko predna-
Sok pre verejnost a Studentov, ktoré boli spojené s premietanim dokumentar-
nych filmov zameranych na pévodné obyvatelstvo (november 2017).
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- exhibitions by Slovak-Canadian artist Emil Purgina (organized in cooperation

with the Embassy of Slovakia in Ottawa in October 2016, his first in Bratislava
since he fled the communist regime in 1968), and Canadian artists Darlene
Kulig (August 2017), Dana O’'Neill (Levo¢a, May 2017), Thomas Lax (Banska
Bystrica, December 2008, with official opening during the visit of Governor
General), and photographers Brigitte Henry (March 2005) and Slovak-Cana-
dian Yuri Doj¢ (Last Folio, Bratislava and Lucenec, May and June 2018, on
artifacts and buildings left behind by Slovak Jews when they were detained
and deported, most to be murdered in the Holocaust).

For many years, the embassy has been a partner of the One World Human
Rights Film Festival, The Month of la Francophonie and the Francophone Film
Festival (most recently hosting the screening of the award-winning film Mum-
my by Canadian director Xavier Dolan in March 2018), as well as Mountains
and City, the International Mountain and Adventure Film Festival which, via
its program director Alan Formanek (a Slovak living in Vancouver), has been
organized in close cooperation with the Vancouver International Mountain
Film Festival. Canadian ballerina Ana-Sanziana Beschia has performed with
the Slovak National Ballet in Bratislava since 2007. In 2018, Slovak-Canadian
Zuzana Palovic published the book The Great Return, profiling Slovaks who
went abroad to pursue opportunities in many fields and who then brought

their international experience back to Slovakia.

The Embassy has on several occasions supported cultural projects such as Bra-
tislava in Movement Contemporary Dance Festival or White Night Interna-
tional Contemporary Art Festival (Bratislava, Kosice, September-October each
year). The embassy hosted the launch of a book by Ondrej Mihal on Slovak
immigration to Canada on June 8, 2017 at the University Library in Bratislava.
The embassy sponsored a civil society-expert workshop on cultural diversity at
Comenius University in September 2017, and hosted a workshop and screen-
ing by the Wapikoni Mobile indigenous film-making project from Canada in
November 2017.

On the occasion of the 150" anniversary of the Canadian Confederation, the
Office organized an exhibition on the history of immigration to Canada at
the University Library in Bratislava (February - March 2017). Chargé d’affair-
es John von Kaufmann, together with Deputy Mayor of Bratislava Ludmila
Farkasovska, planted a Canadian maple tree in Namestie Republiky, Petrzalka
on June 5, 2017 in honour of the 150" anniversary of Confederation and
World Environment Day. Most recently, the Office in Bratislava has organized

presentations on Canada’s immigration and refugee systems for government
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e Slovensky velvyslanec Vit

Koziak pocas odovzdavania
poverovacich listin
generalnej guvernérke
Kanady Julie Payetteovej,
Ottawa, 5. september
2018. Foto: MCpl Matthieu
Gaudreault, Rideau Hall
© 0SGG, 2018

/T\
Slovak Ambassador Vit
Koziak presenting his
credentials to the Governor
General Julie Payette,
Ottawa, 5 September, 2018.
Photo: MCpl Matthieu
Gaudreault, Rideau Hall
© 0SGG, 2018

Pri prilezitosti 150. vyrocia zaloZenia Kanadskej konfederacie zorganizovala
ambasada v Univerzitnej kniznici v Bratislave vystavu o historii imigracie
do Kanady pod nazvom Kanada: Deti 1 (februar - marec 2017). Piateho juna
2017 na pocest 150. vyroc¢ia Kanady a Svetového dna zivotného prostredia za-
sadil John von Kaufmann s ndmestni¢kou primatora Bratislavy Ludmilou
FarkaSovskou na Namesti republiky v Petrzalke kanadsky javor. Kancelaria
velvyslanectva Kanady v Bratislave zorganizovala prezentacie o kanadskom
imigraénom a uteceneckom systéme pre vladnych tradnikov a obéiansku
spolo¢nost, o CETA pre ¢lenov narodnej rady, ako aj pre podniky, obchodné
komory a mimovlddne organizacie. Podporila otvorenie podujatia Dihovy
Pride Bratislava (jul 2018) a v spolupraci s Katedrou romskych $tudii Presov-
skej univerzity najnovsie vydanie praktickej priruc¢ky o uspesnych prikla-
doch integracie Rémov na miestnej urovni pod nazvom Dar? sa.

Program Mobilita mladych
Program sa implementuje na zdklade medzinarodnej zmluvy medzi Kana-

dou a SR o mobilite mladych, ktora nadobudla platnost 1. 7. 2011. Podobny
program mé Kanada uzatvoreny s vi¢ginou ¢lenskych krajin EU. Program
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- officials and civil society, on CETA for members of the National Council as

well as businesses and NGOs, sponsored the opening event of Bratislava Pride
Week (July 2018), and supported the latest edition of a handbook on best
practices for Roma integration.

The Youth Mobility Program

The Youth Mobility Program is implemented on the basis of an international
agreement between Canada and the Slovak Republic which came into effect
on 1 July 2012. A similar program is implemented by Canada with most EU
Member States. The program is intended for citizens of the Slovak Republic
and Canada between 18 and 35 years of age, in which participants can stay in

the territory of the other country for one year on the basis of a special visa.

Participants in the program can be a) young experts - graduates of universi-
ties / vocational schools; b) students enrolled in universities in that Member
State who wish to complete part of their study plan through a placement /

work stay; and c) tourists with an interest in working.

Currently, 350 young Slovaks are taking advantage of the program, called
International Experience Canada, to live, study or work in Canada each year.
The program enjoys great popularity among young Slovaks and its quota is
filled very quickly each year. The Slovak Embassy in Ottawa is developing ac-
tivities to better promote the program among young Canadians.

From 30 September 2016, Canada introduced a mandatory system for pre-
-travel electronic authorization (Electronic Travel Authorisation, eTA) similar
to the American ESTA (the visa requirement for visitors was removed for Slo-
vakia from 1 March 2008).

Slovak-Canadians

According to estimates by expatriate organizations, the number of people of
Slovak origin in Canada currently ranges from 70,000 to 120,000. An estimated
40,000-50,000 Slovak-Canadians live in the province of Ontario, with the larg-
est community, about 20,000-25,000, living in greater Toronto. The commu-

nity is characterized by the confessional, political, generational and cultural
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je uréeny ob¢anom SR a Kanady vo veku od 18 do 35 rokov, v rdmci ktorého -

mozu jeho ucastnici cestovat a pracovat na tizemi druhého statu v obdobi
max. 12 mesiacov iba na zaklade osobitného viza. S kazdou krajinou ma Ka-
nada dohodnutt vopred stanovenud kvétu - pre SR 350 osob.

Program sa tesi velkej popularite mladych Slovakov a kvétu sa kazdy rok dari
velmi rychlo naplnat. Slovenské velvyslanectvo v Ottawe vyvija aktivity sme-
rom k lepsej propagacii programu medzi mladymi Kanadanmi v zdujme ma-

sivnej$ieho vyuzivania mobility z kanadskej strany.

Od 30. septembra 2016 Kanada zaviedla povinny systém predcestovnej elek-
tronickej autorizacie (Electronic Travel Authorisation, eTA), podobny americ-
kej ESTA. (Slovensko ma s Kanadou bezvizovy styk od 1. marca 2008.)

Kanadski Slovaci

Podla odhadov krajanskych organizacii sa poéty osob slovenského pévodu
v Kanade v sutasnosti pohybuju v rozpéti 70000 - 120 000. Asi 40000 - 50000
krajanov Zije v provincii Ontario a najvic¢sia komunita kanadskych Slovakov,
20000 - 25000, zije v Toronte a jeho okoli. Komunitu charakterizuju konfe-
sionalne, politické, genera¢né a kultirne rozdiely jednotlivych emigra¢nych
vin a pomerne zna¢na rozdrobenost. Osobitnu skupinu krajanov predstavu-
jua Slovaci, ktori do Kanady pricestovali v obdobi poslednych zhruba 15 rokov
a dnes su dobre etablovanymi profesionalmi.

Krajanské organizacie vac¢sinou trpia kontinualnym poklesom ¢lenov, a to
najmé mladsej vekovej kategérie. Ich podujatia maju prevazne kultarny ale-
bo fraternalisticky charakter. Schopnost hovorit po slovensky sa v Kanade
postupne vytraca a mnohi zo slovenskych pristahovalcov presli uz vsetky-
mi stuptiami asimilacie. V Kanade vSak e$te stale existuju farnosti so sloven-
skymi knazmi, ako aj organizacie, v ktorych sa hovori po slovensky. V ramci
krajanskych komunit v Kanade vznikaju vikendové $koly zamerané na vy-
ucbu slovenského jazyka a slovenskych realii. Skoly zakladaji dobrovolnici,
vdcsinou s podporou zo slovenskych vladnych zdrojov.

NajstarSou a najvyznamnej$ou slovenskou krajanskou organizaciou v krajine
javorového listu je Kanadska slovenska liga (zalozena v roku 1932) s po¢tom
¢lenov asi 2000. Vydava najstarsi kanadsko-slovensky tyzdennik Kanadsky
Slovdk (od septembra 2014 dvojtyzdennik). Od roku 1938 organizuje v okoli
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- differences of the individual emigration waves and relatively considerable

fragmentation. A special group of expatriates are Slovaks who have immigrated

to Canada over the last 15 years and today are well-established professionals.

Most expatriate organizations are suffering from a continuous decline in
their membership, especially in the younger age group. Their events are pre-
dominantly of a cultural or social character. The ability to speak in Slovak is
gradually diminishing in Canada, and many Slovak immigrants are well in-
tegrated into Canada’s multicultural society. However, there are still parishes
with Slovak priests as well as organizations that use Slovak. Volunteers in the
expatriate communities have established community schools that conduct
regular Slovak language and culture courses, often with support from Slovak

government.

The Canadian Slovak League (founded in 1932) is the oldest and most signif-
icant Slovak expatriate organization in Canada with about 2,000 members.
Since 1942 it has published the weekly Canadian Slovak (since September
2014 a biweekly), the oldest Canadian Slovak periodical. Since 1938 it has been
organizing the Slovak National Day in Canada in mid-July in the Toronto re-

gion. Its central administration is based in Toronto.

Ambassador Andrej Droba in 2016 presented a gold plaque of the Minister of
Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic Miroslav Laj¢ak to the
long-time President of the League Mary Ann Doucette for her work on behalf
of the expatriate community, for preserving Slovak identity and awareness,

and for spreading the good name of the Slovak Republic in Canada.

Since 1992, the Chair of Slovak History and Culture at the University of Otta-
wa has been functioning under the direction of prof. Marian Mark Stolarik.
Stolarik, who was President of the Canadian Slovak League from 1993 to 1999,
and again since 2016, was in May 2013 awarded the title of Goodwill Ambas-
sador of the Slovak Republic for his significant contribution to the preser-
vation and dissemination of the Slovak language, culture and heritage by

Minister Miroslav Laj¢ak.

At the provincial level, periodic cultural presentations are made by various
local clubs and associations. An example is the Slovak Cultural Club in Cal-
gary or the Slovak House in Montreal. The most famous Slovak folklore ensem-
bles in Canada are the dance group Slovak Domovina Dancers from Windsor,
Eastern Slovak Dancers from Toronto, the folklore ensemble Slneénica and
Children’s Folk Ensemble Slniec¢ko from Calgary. Amateur Slovak theaters are
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Toronta Slovensky ndrodny deri v Kanade. Jej ustredné sprava sidli v Toronte. -

Dlhoro¢nou predsednickou ligy bola Mary Ann Doucettova, ktorej v roku
2016 velvyslanec Andrej Droba odovzdal Zlatu plaketu ministra zahrani¢nych
veci a eurdpskych zalezitosti SR Miroslava Laj¢dka za jej dlhoro¢nu pracu
v prospech krajanskej komunity, prinos k zachovaniu slovenskej identity
a povedomia a $irenie dobrého mena Slovenskej republiky v Kanade.

Na Ottawskej univerzite funguje od roku 1992 pod vedenim prof. Maridna
Marka Stolarika katedra slovenskej historie a kultiry. Prof. Stolarik, ktory
stoji ako predseda od roku 2016 aj na ¢ele Kanadskej slovenskej ligy, bol v maji
2013 za svoj vyznamny prinos k zachovaniu a $ireniu slovenského jazyka,
kultury a dediéstva ministrom Miroslavom Laj¢dkom menovany za vyslanca
dobrej véle.

Na urovni provincii sa sporadicky prezentujd réznymi, prevazne kultarny-
mi aktivitami lokdlne spolky a zdruzenia. Prikladom je Slovensky kultirny
klub v Calgary ¢i Slovensky dom v Montreale. Najznamej$imi slovenskymi fol-
klérnymi sibormi v Kanade st tane¢na skupina Slovak Domovina Dancers
z Windsoru, Vychodna Slovak Dancers z Toronta, folklérny subor Slnecnica
a detsky subor Slnie¢ko z Calgary. V Kanade pdsobia amatérske slovenské di-
vadla - Slovenskd mladd scéna v Toronte, Torontské slovenské divadlo v To-
ronte, ktoré sa rozdelilo a nasledne vznikla aj nova Kanadska zakladina pre
umenie a divadlo.

Vdaka rozgireniu kablovej televizie v 70. rokoch 20. storoé¢ia bolo umozne-
né vysielanie narodnostnych programov. Kablovy televizny program Slovak
Spectrum v rézii slovenskej komunity vysiela v Ottawe uz viac ako 20 rokov.
Vlna novych pristahovalcov koncom 90. rokov priniesla vznik dal$ieho slo-
venského vysielania TV Slovensky svet v Toronte.

K tspechu a prestizi Kanady dnes prispievaju viaceré slovenské osobnosti
zo sveta kultary, vedy, $kolstva a podnikania, ktoré tu nasli domov. Patria
medzi ne: vytvarnici Eduard Ambros, Elena Gregusova, Ladislav Guderna,
Martin Guderna, Frank Jal$ovsky, Tibor Kovalik, Emil Purgina; fotografi Yuri
Doj¢, Julo Grznar, Joe Klamar; kostymérka Barbara Gregu$ova, navrharka
$perkov Andrea Kolpaskd, médne dizajnérky Jana Hanzel, Lubica Kucerova;
tane¢nica Alexandra Apjarova, baletny majster a pedagég Tomas Schramek,
pedagogicka a riaditelka Narodnej cirkusovej $koly v Kanade Daniela Arenda-
Sova, akrobati Jan Petrovi¢, Silvia Vrskova, mim a klaun Juraj Ben¢ik, spiso-
vatel Tja Ci¢vék, rezisér a producent Ivan Reitman, vedec a vynélezca I'udovit
Zanzotto, $pi¢kovy manazér Jozef Straus. Profily tychto osobnosti zachytava
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- operating in Canada - The Slovenskd mladd scéna (Slovak Young Scene) in

Toronto, the Slovak Theatre in Toronto which was divided, and subsequently

a new Canadian Endowment for Art and Theatre was created.

Many Slovak personalities from the world of culture, science, education and
entrepreneurs who have found their home in Canada have contributed to Ca-
nadian society. They include: artists Eduard Ambros, Elena Gregush, Ladislav
Guderna, Martin Guderna, Frank Jalovsky, Tibor Kovalik, Emil Purgina; pho-
tographers Yuri Doj¢, Julo Grznar, Joe Klamar; costume designer Barbara
Gregus, jewellery designer Andrea Kolpaska, fashion designers Jan Hanzel,
Lubica Kucerova; dancer Alexandra Apjarova, ballet master and teacher To-
mas Schramek, pedagogue and director of the National Circus School in Can-
ada Daniela Arendasova, acrobats Jan Petrovich, Silvia Vr$kova, mime and
clown Juraj Ben¢ik, writer Tlja Ci¢védk, director and producer Ivan Reitman,
scientist and inventor [udovit Zanzotto, and entrepreneur Jozef Straus. Pro-
files of these personalities were depicted in book Successful Slovaks in Cana-
da, published in 2015 by the Canadian-Slovak Chamber of Commerce.

Several Slovak-Canadians have been active in politics in both Canada and
Slovakia, including Members of the Canadian Parliament Paul Szabo and Mi-

chelle Rempel, and Member of the Slovak National Council Alojz Baranik.

Hockey Connections

In the perception of the Slovak public, Canada is associated with the very
popular sport of hockey. The hundred-year history of the Canadian-American
National Hockey League - NHL (created in Montreal in 1917) has also been
associated with many Slovak hockey players. Before 1989, they were mainly
legends such as Stan Mikita, coming from the now defunct Liptov village of
Sokolce, who was sent as a boy to his uncle in Canada in 1948 (in 1961, with
the Chicago Blackhawks, he was the first Slovak to win the Stanley Cup). After
that, there were the famous siblings from Bratislava, the Stastny brothers; Pe-
ter and Anton defected in 1980 and a year later Marian came after them. They
initially played for the Quebec Nordiques. Peter, thanks to his extraordinary
performance, became a member of the Hall of Fame of the NHL and of the
International Hockey Federation ITHF.

After 1989, many Slovak players have played in Canadian and American clubs.

Hockey jerseys of Canadian clubs were worn for example by: Peter Bondra
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e Europoslanec Peter
Stastny pocas tlacovej
konferencie v Bratislave,
april 2009. Foto: TASR
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® Member of European
Parliament Peter Stastny
during a press conference
in Bratislava, April 2009.
Photo: archive of TASR

publikacia Uspesni Slovdci v Kanade, ktort v roku 2015 vydala Kanadsko-
-Slovenska obchodna komora.

Niekolko kanadsko-slovenskych osobnosti pésobi v politike v Kanade ale-
bo na Slovensku vratane poslancov kanadského parlamentu Paula Szaboa
a Michelle Rempelovej a poslanca Narodnej rady SR Alojza Baranika.

Hokejoveé spojenia

Vo vnimani verejnosti je Kanada u nas vo velkej miere sp4jana s popularnym
hokejom. Do storo¢nej historie kanadsko-americkej National Hockey League -
NHL (vznikla v roku 1917 v Montreale) sa zapisali i mnohi slovenski hokejisti.
Pred rokom 1989 to boli najmi legendy ako Stan Mikita pochadzajuci z dnes
uz zaniknutej liptovskej obce Sokol¢e, ktorého v roku 1948 poslali za strykom
do Kanady (v roku 1961 ako prvy Slovak ziskal Stanley Cup). Po tiom to boli
slavni stirodenci z Bratislavy, bratia Stastni. Peter a Anton emigrovali v roku
1980 a o rok neskoér za nimi prisiel Marian. Etablovali sa v time Quebec Nor-
diques. Peter sa vdaka svojim vykonom stal ¢lenom Siene slavy NHL i Medzi-
narodnej hokejovej federacie ITHF.
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- (Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Ciger (Edmonton Oilers), Pavol Demitra (Ottawa

Senators, Vancouver Canucks), Miroslav Satan (Edmonton Oilers), Richard
Zednik (Montreal Canadiens), Maridn Hossa (Ottawa Senators), and Zdeno
Chara (Ottawa Senators). Maridn Gaborik currently plays for the Ottawa
Senators. Among the more prominent personalities of the younger genera-
tion of Slovak hockey players belongs Andrej Sekera of the Edmonton Oilers.

In 2017, Canadian Craig Ramsay became the coach of the Slovak national

men’s ice hockey team. Before him, his expatriate Glen Hanlon (2010-2011)

was in that position.
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Po roku 1989 sa uchytili v kanadskych a americkych kluboch mnohi slovenski -

hradi. Hokejové dresy kanadskych klubov si obliekali napriklad: Peter Bondra
(Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Ciger (Edmonton Oilers), Pavol Demitra (Ottawa
Senators, Vancouver Canucks), Miroslav Satan (Edmonton Oilers), Richard
Zednik (Montreal Canadiens), Rébert Svehla (Calgary Flames), Marian Hossa
(Ottawa Senators), Zdeno Chdara (Ottawa Senators). Marian Gaborik v stdas-
nosti hrava v Ottawa Senators a medzi vyraznejsie osobnosti z mladsej gene-
racie slovenskych hokejistov patri obranca Edmontonu Oilers Andrej Sekera.

V roku 2017 sa trénerom slovenskej hokejovej reprezentécie stal Kanadan

Craig Ramsay. Pred nim uz v tejto funkcii kratko pésobil jeho krajan Glen
Hanlon (2010 - 2011).
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B /\hout the author

Pavol Demes is a well-known Slovak expert on international relations and civil society, au-
thor and photographer. Prior to the Velvet Revolution, Demes was a bio-medical researcher
at Comenius University in Bratislava. He is a graduate of Charles University in Prague
(1980). After the democratic changes in 1989 he served in the Slovak government. Firstly,
at the Ministry of Education, later he became Minister of International Relations (1991-2)
and Foreign Policy Advisor fo the first President of the Slovak Republic Michal Kovac. He
also worked at the NGO Slovak Academic Information Agency — Service Center for the
Third Sector. From 2000 until 2010 he was the Director for Central and Eastern Europe
of the German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF US) based in Bratislava. Now he is
non-resident senior fellow with GMF US and board member of the European Endowment
for Democracy. He has his own program on international relations and diplomacy on a web-
streaming channel (tablet.tv) of the Slovak Press Agency. He has published numerous
arficles and several books.

Selected Awards: The EU-US Democracy and Civil Society Award (in 1998), the USAID De-
mocracy and Governance Award (1993), six-manth public policy research fellowship at the
Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington D.C. (1999), Royal Dutch decoration Knight of the
Order of Orange Nassau (2005), Yugoslav Star of First Class (2005), South East Europe
Media Organization Human Rights Award (2009), Medal of Honor from the Friends of Slova-
kia, USA (2011), Special Award by the Minister of Culture of Bulgaria (2014]) and Czech and
Slovak Transatlantic Award (2017).
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U autorovi

Pavol Demes je medzinarodne uznavany nezdvisly odbornik v oblasti ob&ianskej spoloc¢-
nosti a medzindrodnych vzfahov pdsobiaci v Bratislave. Pred Neznou revoliciou v novem-
bri 1989 po6sobil v biomedicinskom vyskume na Univerzite Komenského v Bratislave. Je ab-
solventom Karlovej Univerzity v Prahe (1980). Po demokratizatnych zmenach v roku 1989
pracoval ako riaditel odboru medzinarodnej spoluprace na Ministerstve gkolstva SR a ako
vykonny riaditel Slovenskej akademickej informacnej agentiry — Servisného centra pre treti
sektor. Okrem toho pésobil ako riaditel odboru zahrani¢nej politiky Kancelarie prezidenta
Slovenskej republiky (1993 — 1997] a v rokoch 1991 - 1992 bal ministrom medzinarodnych
vztahov SR. V roku 1999 stravil Sest mesiacov ako analytik vo Woodrow Wilson Center vo
Washingtone. Od roku 2000 do septembra 2010 bol riaditelom pre strednt a vychodnu
Eurdpu v German Marshall Fund of the United States v Bratislave. V si¢asnosti je neza-
vislym analyfikom a okrem foho sa venuje fotografovaniu, publikovaniu a ma samostatnu
relaciu v rdmci intfernetovej televizie tablet.tv.

Pavol Demes$ je drzitelom Ceny EU-USA za demokraciu a rozvoj obcianskej spolocnosti
(1998]), ceny USAID Democracy and Governance Award (1999), vyznamenania holandske;
krélovnej Rytier radu Orange Nassau (2005), R4du juhoslovanskej hviezdy . triedy (2005),
Ceny za ludské prava Organizécie médii juhovychodnej Eurdpy (2009), Medal of Honor,
Friends of Slovakia, USA [2011), Ceny ministra kulttry Bulharskej republiky (2014) a Czech
and Slovak Transatlantic Award (2017).
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